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YC my own particular, than by moſt 
humbly preſenting to your Majeſty 

my tranſlation of this excellent | 

| Freneh book, in the ſolitude of 2 

prifon, which was made more eaſy by ſome relation ie | 

lac to your Majeſty's ſervice. | | 

| 
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And I preſume the rather upon this dedication, be - 
cauſe all that good which is derived to us from France, 
whereof I conceive this may be a part, ſhould receive 
henour and increaſe of value from your Majeſty, that it 
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De Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
may ſo diffuſe itſelf with more authority and profit a. 


- mongſt thoſe who may be capable to receive it Your 
Majeſty, having read the original, doth well know that 
the principal. ſcope of it is to teach the love of God and 


contempt of this world, with many other principal virtues« 


And for the praftice of them all, this age could not 
have hoped for ſo rare an example to inſtrukt all the 
great ladies of Chriſtendom, as it hath found in your 
majeſty, as well by your admirable fortitude and per- 
fett reſignation to God's holy will in all your Majeſty's 
extream afflitions, dangers and preflures at ſea and 
land, as alſo by your Majeſty's many ſacred retirements, 
in the moſt holy time of the year, to ſprinkle your plea- 
ſures (voluntarily) with ſome of that gall which was 
upon our Saviour's lips when he ſuffered his bitter 
paſſion and death for our fins. Our great divines affirm, 
that the preſent ſufferings of mount Calvary lead di- 
_P to the future glories of mount Tabor · 


And therefore, fince your Majeſty hath patiently 
endured ſo many unjuſt and rigorous crofles in the 
mount Calvary of this world, we have reaſon to hops 


that our blefſed Saviour hath prepared for your, Majeſty 


a moſt glorious crown in the next, which will never 

have end · And this ſhall ever be the inceſſant, and 

fervent Prayer of, 
5 Marat, 

Tur MAFESTT's poor and 


Moſt humbly devoted beadſman, 


BASIL BROOK, 


Y 
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For the firſt day, upon the cofideration 


of Aſhes. 


Dou art duſt, and to duff thou ſhall return. 


1. Wet 


en. 3. 5 
T is an excellent way to 
begin Lent with the conſi- 
deration of duſt, whereby 
nature gives us beginning; 
J and by the ſame death ſhall 
put an end to all our worldly vanities. There 
is no better way to abate and humble the 
proudeſt of all .creatures, than to repreſent 
his beginning and end. The middle part of 
our life, like a kind of Proteus, takes upon 
it ſeveral ſhapes not underſtood by others; 
but the firſt and. laſt parts of it deceive no 
man ; for they do both begin and end in 


duſt, It is a firange thing that man, know - 
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ing well what he hath been, and what he 
muſt be, is not confounded in himſelf, by 
oͤſerving the pride of his own life and the 
great diſorder of his paſſions. The end of 
all other creatures is leſs deform'd than that 


of man. Plants in their death retain ſome 
pleaſing ſmell of their bodies: the little roſe 


buries itſelf in her natural ſweetneſs and car- 


nation colour. Many ereatures at their death 
leave us their teeth, horns, feathers, ſkins; 
of which we make great uſe: others, after 
death, are ſerved up in ſilver and golden 
diſhes, to feed the 2 perſons of the 
world. Only man's dead carcaſe is good for 
nothing but to feed worms; and yet he often 
retains the preſumptuous pride of a giant, 
by the exorbitance of his heart; and the cru- 
el nature of a murderer, by the furious rage 
of his revenge. Surely that man muſt either 


be ſtupid by nature, or moſt wicked by his 


own election, who will not correct and a- 


mend himſelf, having ſtill before his eyes 


aſhes for his glaſs and death for his miſtreſs. 
2. This conſideration of duſt is an excel 


Tentremedy to cure vice, and an aſſured rams» 
part againſt temptation, St. Paulinus ſaith 
excellently well, that holy Job was free from 
all temptations when he was placed upon the 


ſmake and duſt of his humility. He chat lies 


upon 
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| upon the ground can fall no lower ; but may 
. contemplate all above him, and meditate 
how to raiſe himſelf by the hand of God, 


which pulls down the proud and exalts the 


humble. Is a man tempted with pride? 


the conſideration of aſhes will humble him. 


Is a man burnt with wanton love? (which 
s a direct fire) fire cannot conſume aſhes, 
; Is he perſecuted with covetouſneſs? aſhes 
make the greateſt leeches and bloodſuckers 


caſt their gorges. Every thing gives way to 
this unvalued thing, becauſe God is pleaſed 
to draw the inſtruments of his power out of 
the objects of our infirmities. 

3. If we knew how to uſe rightly the 
meditation of death, we ſhould there find 


the ſtreams of life. All the world together 
s of no eſtimation to him that rightly knows 


the true value of a juſt man's death. It 
would be neceſſary that they who are taken 
with the curioſity of tulips, ſhould ſet in 
their gardens a plant call'd Naple, which 


carries a flower that perfectly reſembles a 


death's head : and if the other tulips pleaſe 


their ſenſes, that will inſtruct their reaſon: 


Before our laſt death we ſhould die many 
other deaths, by forſaking all thoſe creatures 
and affections which lead us to fin, We 
{ſhould reſemble thoſe creatures, facred A. 
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5 Entertainments k or Lent, 

the Egyptians, call'd Cynocephales, that 
died piece-meal, and were buried long be- 
fore their death: ſo ſhould we bury al our 
concupiſcences before-we go to the grave, 


and ftrive to live ſo that when death comes 
pee N e e thn buſineſs Sith ws. | 


AsPIRATION. 


O Father of all eſſences, who giveſt be+ 
ginning to all things and art without 
end, "his * I take aſhes upon my head, 


thereby — before thee, my being 


nothing; and to do thee homage for that 
which I am, and for that I ought to be, by 
thy great bounties. Alaſs! O Lord, my poor 
foul is confounded to ſee ſo many ſparkles of 
pride and covetouſneſs ariſe from this caitiff 
duſt, which I am ; fo little do I yet learn 


how to live, and 10 late do I know how to 


die. O God of my life and death, I moſt 
humbly beſeech thee ſo to govern the firſt 
in me, and ſo to ſweeten the laſt for me, 


that, if I live, I may live only for thee; 


and if I muſt die, that I may enter into 
everlaſting bliſs, by dying i in thy . love 
and favour. 3h 
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The Goſpel for Aſh-Wedneſday, w. 
1 Matthew vi. | 


{ Oft hypocritical faſting. 

JJ) HEN you aſt, be not, as the hypocrites, 

| fad : for they disfigure their faces, that 
' they may appear unto men to faſt. Amen, I 
} fay unto you, that they have received their 
| 
| 


reward.. 
But thou, when thou deft faſt, anoint thy | 
bead, and waſh thy face; that thou appear not . 
to men to faſt, but to thy father which is in l 
fecret : and thy father which ſeath in ſecret þ 
wil repay thee. £5 
Heap not up to yourſelves treaſures on the 1 
earth ; where the ruſt and moth do corrupt. 
i and where thieves dig through and ſteal : but | 
| heap up to yourſelves treaſures in heaven, | 
where neither ruſt nor moth doth corrupt, and 5 
where thieves do not dig through nor ſteal. For N 
where thy treaſure is, there is thy heart alſo. | 


>. - .MonALiTI8s. 
I. THAT man goes to hell by the way | 
| of Paradiſe who faſts and aMicts his So 
body to draw the praiſe of men. Sorrow . ́ 
and vanity together are not able to make one 
chriſtian act. He deſerves everlaſting hun- 
ger 


* 
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ger who ſtarves himſelf that he may ſwell 
and burſt with vain-glory. He ſtands for 
a Spectacle for others, being the murderer 
of himſelf; and by ſowing vanity, reaps 
nothing but the wind. Our intentions muſt 
be wholly directed to God, and our exam- 
ples for our neighbour. The father of all 
Virtues is not to be ſerved with counterfeit 
devotions ; ſuch lies are abominable in his 


many adulteries. . 
2. It imports us much to begin Lent 
well, entering thoſe liſts in which ſo many 


ſtrictneſs; having been glorious before 
and honourable — men. The difficulty 
bol it is apprehended only by thoſe who have 
their underſtandings obſcured by a violent: 
affection to kitchen- ſtuff. It is no more 
burdenſome to a c tous ſpirit, than 
feathers are to a bird. The chearfulneſs 
which a man brings to a good action in the 
beginning, - does half the work, Let us 
waſh our faces by confeſſion; let us per- 
fame our head, who is Jeſus Chriſt, by 
alms deeds. Faſting is a moſt delicious 
' feaſt to the conſcience, when it is accom- 


breeds 
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fight; and Tertullian faith, they are as. 


Souls have run their courſe with fo = 
god, 


panied with pureneſs and charity; but it 
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' Entertainments for Lent. 11 
breeds great thirſt when it is not nouriſhed 
with devotion, and watered with mercy. 
| 3. What great pain is taken to get trea- 

| ſure; what care to preſerve it; what fear 
E to loſe it, and what ſorrow when it is loſt ! 
| 
| 


Alas, is there need of fo great covetouſneſs 
in life to encounter with ſuch extream na- 
kedneſs in death? We have not the ſouls 
of giants, nor the body of a whale. If 
-God will have me poor, muſt I endeavour 
to reverſe the decrees of heaven and earth | 
"that I may become rich? To whom do | 

| 

| 


— INES 


ve truſt the ſafety of our treaſures ? to ruſt, 
| noths and thieves, Were it not better 
1 Geda our 2828 depend only 

5 tohty, comfort our pove 
| in him who 2 and Pres. — 
| Ouls to heaven, where Jeſus on the day of 
| | his aſcenſion did place our ſovereign good ? | 
Only ſerpents and covetous men dehre-ta | 
ſleep amongſt treaſures, as ſaint Clement 
faith, - But the greateſt riches of the world 4 
is poverty free from covetouſneſs. 


3 ASPIRATIONS, 

fs | Gow thee, O invincible God, within the 
| abyſs of thy brightneſs, and I ſee thee 
' *« thro” the veil of thy creatures. Wilt thou 
| be always hidden - Ac me? ſhall 1 —_ 
B74 ee 


12 Entertainments for Lent. 
ſee thy face, which with a glimpſe of thy 
ſplendor canſt make paradiſe? I work in 


ſecret, but I know thou art able to reward 
me in the light. A man can loſe nothin 


by ſerving thee, and yet nothing is valuable 


to thy ſervice, for the pain itſelf is a ſuffi- 
cient recompence. 'Thou art the food of 
my faſtings, and the cure of my infirmities. 
hat have I to do with moles, to dig the 
earth, like them, and there to hide trea- 
ſures ? Is it not time to cloſe the earth, 
when thou doſt open heaven, ang to carry 
my heart where thou art, fince al 
riches are in thee? Doth not he d- 
to be everlaſtingly poor who cannot b 
tent with a God ſo rich as thou art: 


The Goſpel for the firſ Thurſday - 
__ "Lent, St. Matthew xviii. : 
Of the centurion's words: O Lord 1 


not worthy. 
A 


ND when he was entered into Cap 
naum, there came unto him a centurion, 


beſeeching him, and ſaying, Lord, my boy lieth - 


at home ſick of the palſy, and is ſore tormented. 
And Feſus ſaid to him, I will come and 
cure him. 


And the centurion making anſwer, ſaid, Lord, 


41 am nat worthy that thou ſboulaſi enter under 
Jeb 7 iy 
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nity, and to * nothing af God but 
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ny ro. but only ſay the word, and my b 
ſhall be healed. Bar 1 alſo am a man ſubject 
to authority, having under me ſoldiers : and I 
ſay to this, go, and he geeth : ang to another, 
come, and he cometh : and ta my ſeruant, ds 
this, and hp doth it. And Feſus hearing this, 
marvelled, and ſaid to them that fallowed him, 
Amen, I ſay to pn I bave not found ſo great 
te a it h in 7 ae . | ; a | 
And ſay unte you, that many ſhall camę 
from the eaſt and weſt, and ſhall ſit down with 
Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, in the kingdom of 


heaven z but the children of the kingdoms ſhall 


be caſt out into the exterior darkneſs : there 


fall be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth, And 


eſus ſaid to the centurion, go, and as thou 
aft believed, be it done unto this, And the 
boy was bealed in the ſame bour. | 


MoRALITIES. 


I. O UR whole ſalvation conſiſts in two 
— principals ; the one is in our being 
ſenſible of God, and the other in our moving 
towards him: the firſt proceeds from faith, 
the other comes from charity and other vir- 
tues. O what a happy thing is it to follow 
the example of this good centurion, by 
having ſuch elevated thoughts of the Diyi- 


What 


14 Entertainments for Lent. 
what he is. To behold our heavenly father, 
within this great family of the world, who 
effects all things by his ſingle word, creates 
by his power, governs by his counſe], and 
orders by his goodneſs this great univerſality _ 
of all things. The moſt inviſible creatures 
have ears to hear him. Fevers and tempeſts 
are part of that running camp which march- - 
eth under his ſtandard : they advance and 
retixe themſelves under the ſhadow of his 
command: he only hath power to give 
meaſures to the heavens, bounds to the ſea; 
to join the eaſt and weſt together in an in- 
ſtant, and to be in all places where his 
pleaſure is underſtoood. | 51 
2. O how goodly a thing is it to go unto 
him, like this great captain ! to go, ſaid I? 
nay, rather to fly as he doth by the two 
. wings of charity and humility. His charity 
made him have a tender care of his poor 
ſervant, and to eſteem his health more dear 
than great men do the rareſt pieces in their 
cabinets. He doth not truſt his ſervants, 
but takes the charge upon himſelf ; making 
himſelf, by the power of love, a ſervant to 
him who by birth was made ſubject to his 
command, What can be ſaid of ſo many 
maſters and miſtreſſes, now adays, who. 
ive always ſlaves to their paſſions ? having 
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wherein you are good, 
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u 0 care at all of the ſalvation, health or 


neceſſities of their ſervants; as if they were 
nothing elſe but the ſcum of the world. 
They make great uſe of their labours and 


ſervice, which is juſt, but neglect their 
bodies, and kill their ſouls, by th 

on of their wicked examples. Mark the 
humility . 
bis houſe worthy to be enlightned by one 


of this ſoldier, who doth not think 


ſole glympſe of our bleſſed Saviour's pre- 
ſence. By the words of ſaint Auguſtine we 
may ſay, he made himſelf worthy by be- 
Heving and declaring himſelf ſo unworthy : 
yea, worthy that our Saviour ſhould enter 
not only.into his houſe, but into his very 


ſoul. And upon the matter he could not 
have ſpoken with ſuch faith and humility, 


if he had not firſt encloſed (in his heart) him 
whom he durſt not receive into his houſe. 

The Gentiles come near unto God, 
and the Jews go from him; to teach us, 
that ordinarily the moſt obliged perſons are 
moſt | ; and diſeſteem their bene- 
factors for no other reaſon but becauſe they 
receive benefits daily from them. If you 
ſpeak courteouſly to them, they anſwer 
churliſhly; and in the fame proportion 
ou make them 
therefore we muſt be careful that 


wicked ; | 
B 2 - wa 


e infecti- 
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we be not ſo toward God. Many are dif- 
taſted with devotion, as the Iſraelites were 
with thatiria : all which is good, doth diſ- 
pleaſe them becauſe it is ordinary: and you 
ſhall find ſome, who, like naughty ground, 
caft up thorns where roſes were planted, 
But we have great reaſon to fear that no- 
thing but hell- fire is capable to puniſh thoſe 
who deſpiſe the graces of God, and eſteem 


that which comes from him as of no value. 


ASPIRATIONS. 


O Almighty Lord, who dog govern all | 


things in the family of this world, and 
doft bind all inſenſible creatures, by the bare 
ſound of thy voice, in a chain of everlaſting 
obedience ! Muſt I only be ftill rebellious 
againſt thy will? Fevers and palſies have 
their ears for thee, and yet my unruly ſpi- 
rit is not obedient. Alas, alas, this family 
of my heart is ill governed : it hath violent 
paſſions ; my thoughts are wandering, and 
my reaſon is ill obeyed. Shall it never be 
like the houſe of this good centurion, where 


every thing went by meaſure becauſe he 


- meaſured himſelf by thy commandments ? 


O Lord, I will come reſolutely, by a pro- 


found —_— and an inward feeling of 
myſelf, ſince I am fo contemptible before 


% 
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thine 
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thine Eyes, I will come with charity to- 
wards theſe of my houſhold, and toward all 


that ſhall need me. O God of my heart; 
I beſeech thee, let nothing from henceforth 


move in me, but only to advance my com- 


ing toward thee, who art the beginning of 
all motions, © and the only repoſe of all 
things which move. 


The Goſpel for the firſt F riday in 
Lent, St. Matthew v. | 


Wherein we are directed to pray for our 
enemies. | 


N 22 have he heard that it was ſaid, thou 


neighbour, and hate thine _ 

enemy. i i ay to you love your enemies, do 
good to them that hate you; and pray for them 
that erſecute and abuſe you that you may be 
the children of your father which is in heaven, 
who maketh the ſun to riſe upon good and bad, 
and raineth upon juſt and unjuſt. ' For if you 
love them that love you, what reward ſhall you 


baue? Do not alſo the publicans this? And 


if you ſalute your brethren only, what do you 
more]; Do not alſo the heathens this? Be you 
perfect therefore, as ”=_ your heavenly fatoer þ 
ps perfect, 
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MorALITIES. 


I. A Man that loves nothing but accord= 
ing to his natural inclination, loves 


only like a beaſt, or an infidel. The beſt 


fort of love is that which is commanded by 
God, and is derived from judgment, con- 
ducted by reaſon and perfected by charity. 
Methinks it ſhould be harder for a good 


chriſtian to hate than love his enemy. Hate 


makes him our equal, whereas love placeth 
us quite above him. By hating a man's 
enemy, he breaks the laws of God; he 
fights againſt the incarnation of Chriſt, 
which was acted to unite all things in the 


| bond of love: he gives the lie to the moſt 


bleſſed Euchariſt, whoſe nature is to make 
the hearts of all chriſtians the-ſame : he 


lives, like another Cain in the world, al- 


ways diſquieted by ſeeking revenge, and it 
is very death to him to hearof another man's 
proſperity : whereas, to love an enem 
doth not bind us to love the injury he ha 
done us; for we muſt not onder him as 
à malefactor, but as a man of our own na- 


ture, as he is the image of God, and as he 


is a chriſtian. God doth only command 
perfect things, not impoſſible. That which 
is very hard to fleſh and blood becomes eaſy 


by 


\k 
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y the help of grace and reaſon. - Our 


| bleſſed Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, being the fa · 


ther of all harmony, can, and doth, recon- 
Cile all contrarieties at his will and pleaſure, 

2. If revenge ſeem ſweet, the gaining of 
it is moſt bitter : But there is nothing in 


IA the world more profitable than to pardon an 


enemy by imitation of our Saviour. For it 


is then that our conſcience can aſſure us to 
be the children of God, and inheritors of 


his glory. We muſt not fear to be deſpiſed 
for eſteeming virtue; for ſuch contempt 
can only proceed from thoſe who know not 
the true value of that glory which belongs 
to the juſt. There is no better way to re- 
venge, than to leave it to God, who al- 
ways doth his own buſineſs. When David 


' wept for Saul, who was his enemy, his 
clemency did inſenſibly make degrees, by 
which he mounted up to the throne of 


Judah. A good work which comes from 
the-ſpirit of vanity is like an empty mine, 
good for nothing. God, who is invifible, 
would have our aſpects turned always to- 
ward him, and blind toward the world. 
Alms given by the ſound of a trumpet make 
a great noiſe on the earth, but reap little 
fruit in heaven. The fly of vanity is a 
miſchievous thing, which deſtroys all the 
8 perfumes 
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perfumes of charity. What need we any 


ſpectators of our good works? every place 
is full where God is ; and where his is not, 
there only is ſolitude, 


ASPIRATIONS, 
0 God of all holy affections, when ſhall 


1 love all — thou loveſt, and have 


in horror all that diſpleaſeth thy divine ma- 
jeſty? If I cannot love in ſome perſon his 
defects and ſins, Iwill love in him thine 
image, and in that I will acknowledge thy 
mercies. If he be a piece of broken glaſs; 
in that little piece, there will ſhine ſome 
lines of a God-creator, and of a God- 
redeemer. If thou haſt choſen him to ex- 
erciſe my patience, why ſhould I make him 
the object of my revenge, ſince he gives me 
trouble to gain me a crown ? He is a ham- 
mer to poliſh and make me bright ; I will 


not hurt him, but reverence the arm that 


ſtrikes me. I reſign all vengeance into thy 
hands, fince it is a * reſerved for th 
mighty power. And certainly the bell re 


venge I can take, is to gratify my enemy, | 


Give unto me (O moſt merciful prince) the 


grace to ſuffer, and let the ſacrifice of my 
ſufferings mount up to thy PRE 
throne, 

The 
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ſeeing them labour in rowing, for the wind 


ſaw him, and were troubled, And immadi- 
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in couches thoſe that were ill at taſt, where 
they heard ha was, And whitherſoever he em- 
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| Entertainments for Lint, an 
The Goſpel for the firſs Saturday in 
_- Lent, St. Matthew, 
Of the Apoſtles — at ſea, and relief 
| of our Saviour. 
ND, when he had diſmiſſed them he 
zent into the mountain td pray; and 
when it was late, the boat was in the midſi of 
the ſea, and himſelf alone on the land. And 


wvas againſt them, and about the fourth watch 
of the night, he cometh to them walking upon 
the ſea ; and he would have paſſed by them # 
But they, ſeting him walking upon the ſea, 
thiught it was a ghoſt, and cried out, for all 


ately he talked with them, and ſaid to them, 
have confidence, it is I, fear ye not. And he 
went uf to them into the ſhip, and the wind 
ceaſed, and they were far more aſtoniſhed withs 
in tbemſelues, for they under/tood not concern 
ing the loaves, for their heart was blinded. 

And, when they had paſſed over, they came 
into the land of Geneſareth, and ſet to the ſhore. 
And when they were gone out of the boat, in- 
continent; they knew him, and running through 
that tohole country, they began to carry about 


tered 


carries j 
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tered into towns, or into villages, or cities, they 


laid the fuck in the flreets, and beſought him 
that they might touch the hem of his Garment ; 


and as many as touched him were made whole, 


W 

8 when Jeſus is not in the boat? all 
our travail is juſt nothing, without God's 
favour: A little blaſt of wind is worth 


Monk ALITIES. 


more than an hundred ſtrokes of oars. What 


troubleſome buſineſſes there are? how many 
intricate families do labour much and yet 


advance nothing, becauſe God withdraws 


himſelf from their iniquities ? If he do not 
build, the workman deſtroys what he is 
building : but all falls out right to thoſe that 
embark themſelves with Jeſus, They may 
paſs to the Indies in a baſket, when others 


ſhall miſcarry in a good ſhip well furniſhed. 


2. But how comes it about that the ſhip | 
of the poor apoſtles is beaten fo furiouſly by 


the winds and tempeſt? There are man 
ſhips with filver beaks, with fine linen fails 
and ſilken tackles, upon which the fea 


ſeems to ſmile. Do the waters reſerve their 


choler _ to vent it upon that ſhip which 
juſt perſons ? This is the courſe of 
man's life: the brave and happy men 88 


HAT a painful thing is it to row | 
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this world enjoy their wiſhes, but their ſhip 
doth periſh in the harbour as it is ſporting; 
whereas God, by his providence, gives tem- 
| peſts to his elect, that he may work a 
miraculous calm by his almighty power. 

Dangers are witneſſes of their floating, and 
combats are cauſes of their merit. Neyer 
think any man happy in his wickedneſs, for 
he is juſt like a fiſh that plays with the bait 
when the hook ſticks faſt in his throat. We 
muſt wait and attend for help from heaven 
patiently, without being tired, even till the 
fourth, which is the laſt watch of the night. 
All which proceeds from the hand of God 
comes ever in fit time; and that man is a 
great gainer by his patient attendance, who 
— gets nothing but perſeverance. 

3. They know Jeſus very ill that take 
him for a phantom or an illuſion, and cry 
| out for fear of his preſence, which ſhould 
make them moſt rejoice ; ſo do thoſe ſouls 

which -are little acquainted with God, 
who live in blindneſs, and make much of 
their own darkneſs. Letus learn to diſcern 
>} God from the illuſions of the world: the 
tempeſt ceaſeth when he doth approach, and 
the quietneſs of our heart is a ſure mark of 
his preſence, which fills the ſoul with ſplen- 
dor and makes it a delicious pom Ip 
| vs 
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be ſo miſtaken. 
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makes all good whereſoever he comes, and 
the ſteps which his feet leave are the boun- 
ties of his heart. To touch the hem of his 
garment cures all that are ſick; to teach us, 
that the ſorms which cover the bleſſed ſa- 
crament are the fringes of his humanity 


Which cures our ſins. 


ASPIRATIONS. 


O Lord, my foul is in night and darkneſs, 
LL and I feel that thou art far from me. 
What billows of diſquiet ariſe within my 
heart? what idle thoughts, which have been 
too much conſidered ? Alas, moſt redoubted 
Lord and father of mercy, canſt thou behold, 
from firm land, this poor veflel which la- 
bours ſo extreamly, being deprived of thy 
moſt amiable preſence ? Irow ſtrongly, but 


Can advance nothing, except thou come in- 
to my ſoul. Come, O my adored maſter, 


walk upon this tempeſtuous ſea of my heart; 
aſcend into this poor veſſel; ſay unto me, 
take courage, it is I. Think not that I 
Mall take thee for an illuſion, for I know 
thee too well by thy powers and bounties to 

The leaſt thought of my 
heart will quiet itſelf to adore thy ſteps. 
Thou halt reign within me; thou ſhalt 
duſperſe my cares; thou ſhalt recover my 
3 decayed 
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decayed ſenſes; thou nat + lighten my un- 
derſtanding; thou . ſhal ame my yill ; 
thou ſhalt cure all _ in Re * and, t 

conclude, thou only ſhalt work i in me, 8 


IJ will be whally thine. 
7 be Goſpel for the firfl Sunday is Lent, 
St. Matthew iv, 


Ofour Saviour's being tempted in the defert. | 


: : HE N. Feſus was led of the ſpirit into the | 
r ted of the devil; and | 
| 
| 


j 
4 


'\ | when be bad faſted {ro day; ou forty nights, 

| afterwards be was and the tempter ap- 

i proached and ſaid to ys If thou 2 the {ha 4 
G a, command that theſe *. be mage | 
wha anſwered and ſaid, It is written, not by 
bread alone doth man live, but by every word | 
that N from the mauth of God. 8 

| hen the devil took him of into the holy city, 

| and ſet bim, u vo" the pingch of the temple, and 

| ins ta him, 1f thoy be the ſon of God caſt thy- 

/ cif down ; for it is written, that he will grve 

„ Aus qugels charge over thee, and in their hands 

| Hall they bold thee up, leſi perhaps thou knock 

thy feet againſt a ſtone. Teſus ſaid unto him 
C ain, it ts 2 itten, I hau Jha net tempt the 


| Lord thy G 109, 0 7 : 
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Again the devil took him up into a very high 
mountain, and he ſhewed him all the kingdoms 
of the world, and the glory of them, and ſaid 
* him, All theſe will I give thee, if, falling 
dewn, thou wilt adore me. Then Jeſus ſaid 
to him, Avoi1 Satan; for it is written, the 
Lord thy God ſhalt thou adore, and him only 
Halt thou ſerve. Then the Devil left him, 
and bebold angelt came and miniſtred to bim. 


MoRAL1TIES. e 
1. JESUS ſuffered himſelf to be tempted, 

J ſaith St. Auguſtine, to the end he 
might ſerve for a mediator, for an example, 
and for a remedy to work our victory over 
all temptations. We muſt fight on his ſide: 

Our life is a continual warfare, and our days 
are champions which enter into the liſts. 
There is no greater temptation than to have 
none at all: Sleeping water doth nouriſh | 
poiſon ; motion is the world's foul ; fight- 

ing againſt temptations: is the ſonl of virtue, 
and glory doth ſpring and bud out of tribu- 
lations. Virtue hinders not temptation; 
_ furmounts it. Jeſus _ faith the | 
ordinary gloſs, that he might be tempted, | 
and rw 2 ted becauſe he did fall. He L. 
faſted forty {var and then was hungry ; he | 
did cat with his diſciples the ſpace of forty | 


days 
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days after his reſurrection, without any more 


neceſſity of meat than the ſun hath of the 
earth's vapours; to make us thereby know, 
that it only appertained to him to teach that 
reat ſecret how to manage want and abun- 
— by which St. Paul was glorified. 
2. The firſt victory over a temptation is 
to know that which tempts us. Some 
temptations are gay and ſmiling at their be- 


ginning, as thoſe of love and pleaſure, which 
end in terrible and bitter ſtorms: others are 


troubleſome and irkſome; others doubtful 
and intricate: others rapid and ſudden, 


' which ſeize upon their prey like an eagle: 


others are cloſe and catching, Theſe are 
the ſnares of ſatan, who fomes life a boar, 
roars like a lion, and hiſſeth like a ſerpent, 
We ſhould always have an eye ready to 
mark from whence the temptation comes, 
whither it tends, what is the root of it, 


what 'the courſe, what the progreſs, and 
what power it may have over our ſpirit, , 


3. Solitude of heart, faſting, prayer, the 


word of God, are weapons of an excellent 


temper, which the word Incarnate teacheth 
us to uſe in this conflict. Theſe things are 
to be uſed with diſcretion by the counſel of 
a good director, to whom a man muſt de- 
clare all his moſt 1 thoughts, and bear 


* 
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à breaſt of cryſtal toward him, with a firm 
purpoſe to let him fee all the ward moti- 
ens of his heart. Tt is alſo good to note 
_ Here, that our Lord would expreſiy be 
tempted in that deſert Which is between 
Jerufalem and Jericho, where the Sannri- 
tan (mentioned in the parable) did pour 
wine and oil into the ſores of the poof 
wounded man; to teach us that by this 
combat he came to cure the wounds of Adam 
and all his race, in the very place where 

hey were received. 

4. Sin is killed by flying the occaſions of 
it. Abſence, Mine, © coldneſs, ſilence; 
Rbour, diverſion, have overcome many aſ- 


faults of the enemy. Sometimes a ſpider's 


web is ſtrong enough to preſerve chaſtity; 


and at other times the thick walls of Semi- 


ramis are not ſufficient. God governs all, 
and à good will to concur with him is a 
ſtrong aſſurance in all perils, and it will 
keep us untouch'd amidſt the flames of loft. 
5. Since it imports us fo much to fight 
valiantly, let us bring the hearts of lions. 


Where is our chriſtianity, if we do —_— 


© teſtimony of it to God both by our 


et how many martyrs have been 
e broiled — they would not 


peak one ill word ? What honour can you 
expect 
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| ſhould gain by conquering it: think at your- 


for certain, that he who truly conſiders the 


reſolutions, it mortifies the body that the 
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expect by yielding at the firſt entrance to a 
temptation ? Look not upon the violence 
of it, but contemplate the crown which you 


entrance how you will come off; and know.. 


conſequence of a wicked action will never 
begin it. . | | 
6. Lent is the ſpring time for ſanctiſied 


ſpirit may triumph ; it is a time of grace 
which tends to ſalvation and mercy. It 
imports extreamly to commend all to God 
at the beginning: to ſanctify this faſting, 
which js a part of our devotion, we muſt 
abſtain from fleſh, and be content with one 
meal at ſeaſonable hours, without making 
over large collations; except age, infirmity 


or weakneſs, labour, or neceſſity of other 


functions, ſhall diſpenſe with our diet: for . 
thoſe who are unable to faſt, ſuffer more b 
their diſability than others do by faſting. It 
is goed to follow the counſel of Athanaſius, 
who adviſeth to eat late and little, and at a 
table where is but one fort of meat. We 
muſt alſo faſt by abſtinence from vice. For 
to weaken our body, and yet nouriſh our 
naughty paſſions, is to faſt as the devils do, 
who eat nothing and yet devour the world 
ba C 3 3239 
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the rage of their malice. - Sobriety is a 
— which waters all virtues. Our ſoul 
and body are as the ſcales of a ballance, if 
you pull down the one, you raiſe up the 
other; and if you tame your fleſh, it makes 
the ſpirit reign and govern. [0 


ES ASPIRATIONS. 
\ Moſt merciful Lord, father and pro- 
tector of all my life, how great are the 
temptations and ſnares whereunto I am ſub- 


1 when I eat, drink, ſleep, when I do. 
zufineſs, when I am both in converſation 
and ſolitude ? Whither ſhall this poor ſool 


go which thou haſt thrown into a body fo 


frail, in a worldſo corrupt, and amongſt the 


aſſaults of ſo many pernicious enemies ? 
Open, O Lord, thine eyes for my guidance, 


and compaſſionate my infirmities: without 
| thee I can do nothing, and in thee I can do 
all that I ought. Give me, O Lord, a 


piercing eye to ſee my danger, and the 
wings of an eagle to fly from it, or the heart 
of a lion to fight valiantly, that I may never 
be wanting in my duty and fidelity to thee. 


I owe all that I am or have to thy gracious 


favour, and I will hope for my ſalvation, 
not by any proportion of my own virtues, 
Fhich are weak and ſlender, but by thy 
TIO: boundleſs 
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dvundleſs liberalities, Which only do crown 
all our good works. 


We Goſpel for Monday the fr week 


in Lent, out of St. Matthew xxv. 


3 Of the judgment day. 


AN D when the fon of man ſhall come in his 
majeſty, and all the angels with him, then 


| 2 he fit upon the ſeat of his majefly. And all 


nations ſhall be gathered together before him, 
and he ſhall ſepar Tre thith one from another, as 


the 0 tk er the ſheep from the goats : 


and ſhall ſet the ſheep at his right hand, but thy 


goats at his te 
Then hall the kin ſay to them that ſhall bs 


ut his right hand, cms ye laſhed of ibs veakery 
poſſeſs you the kingdom prepared for you from the 


foundation of 3 world : for I was ed, 


and you gave me to eat FEA was athirſt, and you 
gave me to drink I was a ſtranger, and you 
took me in: naked, and you covered me : ſich, 


aànd you Viſited me. I was in Lip and you 


came to me. Then 


ſhall the juf# for ln 


ſaying, Lord, when did we — thee hun 
and fed thee ® Athirft, and yn thee int ; 


and when did we ſee thee a ſtranger, and took _ 
thee in ? or naked, and covered thee ? or whine 


thee? 
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thee ? And the king anſwering, ' ſhall ſay 10 
them, Amen, I ſay to you, as lang as yor did it 


to one oftheſe my leaſt brethren, you did itto me. 


Then ſhall he ſay unto them alſo that ſhall be. at 
his left hand, get you away from. me, you 
curſed, .into everlaſting fre, which was pre- 
pared for the devil and his angels : for I was 
hungred, and you gave me not to cat I was 
athirſt and you gave me not to drink; I was a 
firanger, and ye took me not im naked, and 
you covered me not: fick, and in priſon, and 


Jou did not viſit me. Thentheyalſoſpallanſwer * 


FUSS "ſaying, Lord when did we ſee thee an 
kh. or _ or - a ſtranger, or naked, 


or fi wy , . and did not miniſter to 


thee ? Then he ſhall anſwer them, ſaying, A- 
men, I ſay to yau, as long as you did it not to 
one of theſe | er er, neither did you it to me. 
And theſe ſball go into puniſhment everlg/ting, 
but the Juft into everlaſting life, | | 


MonaLTrizs. 


PEZOLD here a pipe | of great terror, 
where our ſpirit, lik — dove — oah, 
is placed upon the deluge of God's yrrath, 
and knows not where to find footing. Every 
thing is moſt dreadful, but what can be 
more terrible than the certainty. of God's 


judgment, ad with the e wund, 
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: 39 
's of the hour of our death ? It is an unchang- 
it able decree, that we mult all be preſenteèd 
2 before the high. triburial of the living, God, 

t |, to render a juſt account ef all which dur ſoul | 
4 . wo done while it was joyned with our 


7 ' bevy, as we are taught by St. Paul. We 
muſt make Aden of dur time ſpent, of 

of our thoughts, words, actions: of that we 

* have done, and that we have omitted ; 2 

4 life, death, and of the blood of Jeſus Chriſt ; 

a -.1--_ thereupon receivea judgment of everlaſt- 

4 

, 

0 

2 


ing life or death. All men know that this 
muſt certainly be done, but no man knows 
the Hour or moment When it ſhall be, S0 
many clocks ſtrike about us every day, and 

| 8 can Jet us know the hour of our 
©. © how be b the Rds of al ; | 
nn her ſeparation from ſo many great in- C 
ticements of the world, wherein many men 3 

| hve, and in an inſtant to ſee nothing but | 
the good or ill we have done on either fide 3 
us ; what an aſtoniſhment will it be for a 
man ſuddenly to ſee all theaCtions of his life, 
2s upon a piece of tapiſtry, ſpread before 
his eyes; where his fins will bent like ſo 
many thorns, ſo many ſerpents, fo many 
venemous beaſts ? Where will then be that 


coxening veil of reputation, and _ 
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Nate, which as yet- cover ſo many wicked 
actions? The ſoul ſhall, in that dayof God, 
he ſhewed naked to all che a and. her' 
own eyes will moſt vex her, witneſſing for , 
plainly what ſhe hath done. 
3. O whata parting water is God's * 
ment, which in a moment ſhall ſeparate the 
metals ſo different? O what a diviſion will 
— be made of ſome men which now live 
pon the earth? Some ſhall be made clear 
= bright like the ſtars of heaven, and 
others like coals burning in hell. O what: 
a dreadful change will it be to a damned ſoul 
at her — from this life, to live only 
in the company of devils, in that — 
ſenſe of torments, and eternal puniſnment? 
It is a very troubleſome thing to be tied with 
ſilken ſtrings in a bed of Roſes for the ſpace 
of eight days together. What may we 
then think of a damned ſoul, which muſt 
dwell in a bed of flames ſo long as. ther. 
ſhall be a God? 

4. Make uſe of the time given you. to 
work your ſalvation, ' and live ſuch à life as 
may end with a happy death, and ſo obtain 
that favourable judgment which ſhall ſays 

come, O thou ſoul, bleſſed of God my 
father, poſſeſs the kingdom which is prepar- 
ſa for * from the beginning! of the AR 
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There is no better meanstoavoid the rigour 


of God's judgments, than to fear them con- 


tinually. Imitate the tree, mentioned in an 
emblem, which being deſign'd to make a 
ſhip, and finding itſelf wind-ſhaken as it 
grew upon the land, ſaid, what will become 
of me in the ſea? If we be already moved 
in this world by the bare conſideration of the 

uniſhment due to fin, think what it will 
E in that vaſt ſea and dreadful abyſs of 


God's judgment. 


A⸗spiRATIO NS. | 
O TIT of dreadful majeſty, who doſt 
V juſtly 


damn, and undeſervedly ſave 


- fouls; fave me, O fountainof mercy. Re- 


member thy ſelf, ſweet. Jeſus, that I was 


the cauſe of that great journey which thou 


tookeſt from God to man ; and do not de- 
ſtroy me in that dreadful day which muſt 
decide the queſtion of my life or death for 
all eternity, Take care of my laſt end, 
ſince thou art the cauſe of my beginning and 
the only cauſe of all that I am. O father of 
bounties, would'ſt thou ſtop a mouth which 
deſires ſo earneſtly to praiſe and confeſs thee 


. -everlaſtingly ? Alas, O eternal ſweetneſs, - 
$ wouldfſt thou damn a foul which hath coſt 
thee ſo much ſweat and blood, giving it for 


ever 
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ever to thaſe cruel and agcurſed powers of 
darkneſs ? rather, QLord, piercemy heart 
with ſuch 2 fear of thy judgments, that I. 
may always dread and never feel them: if] 
forget, awake my memory; if I fly from 
thee, recall me again: if I defer my amend- 
ment, ſtay for me; if I return, do nat de- 
ſpiſe my ſoul, but open thoſe arms ofmerc 
Which thou didſt ſpread upon the croſs wit 
ſuch rigorous juſtice againſt thyſelf, for 
ſatisfaction of my fins, 


The Goſpel for Tueſday the firſt week 
in Lent, out of St. Matthew xxi. 


Jeſus droye the buyers and ſellers out of the 


_ temple. 


4 D when be wags entred Jeruſalem, the 
whale city was moved, ſaying, who 1s 
this ? And the people ſaid, this i Jeſu the 
prophet of Nazareth in Galilee, And Feſus 
gutred into the temple of Gad and caſt aut all 
that ſold and bought m the temple, and the 
Fables of thy bankers, and the chairsof them that 
feld pidgeons be overthrew ; and be ſaid to them, 
it is written, my houſe ſpall be called the houſe 
* of prayer, but peu havg made it a den of thieves. 
And there came tq him the blind end the lame in 
ie temple, ang ty healed them, Aud ” 52 
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prigſts and ſcribes, ſeeing the marvelous things 


that he did and the children crying in the temple, 
and ſaying, Hoſanna to the jon of David, they 
had indignation, and ſaid to him, heareft thau 
what theſe ſay? And Feſus ſaid to them, very 
well ; have you never read that out of the — 
of infants and ſucklings thou haſt per fected 


praije © And leaving them he went forth out of 
the city into Bethania%.d remained there. 


MoRALITIES, 


t. JES Us, entring into Jeruſalem, went 
ſtrait to the temple, as a good fon 


| goes to his father's houſe, as a highprieſt to 


the ſanctuary, and as a ſacrifice to the altar. 
He doth very lively intereſt himſelf in the 
goods of his heavenly father, and chaſeth 
out every profane thing out of that ſacred 


place, to give thereby glory to the living 


God, and to put all things in order. It is a 


wicked ſtain to religion when.eccleſiaftical 


perſons are vicious and when churches are 
profan'd. Saint Chryſoſtom faith, that 


prieſts are the heart of the church, but when 
they are wicked they turn all into ſin. A 
decaying tree hath always ſome ill quality 


about the root; ſo when any people are 
without diſcipline the paſtors are without 
virtue, The want of reverence in Churches 

i begets 


38 Eutertainmenti for Lent, 
begets the contempt of God; they cannot 
have Jeſus in their hearts when they give 
him affronts even in his own temple. 
2. His houſe, ſaith he, isahouſeofprayer; 
but your heart ſhould be the ſanctuary, and 
your lips the door. So long as you are 
without the exerciſe of proyer ou ſhall be 
like a bee without a ſting, which can make 
neither honey nor wax. — is the chief. 
eſt and moſt effectual means of that angelical 
converſation to which God calls us b er 
merits of his paſſion, and by the effi 
his triumphant reſurrection. It is the vo 
buſineſs which man hath with God; and, to 
ſpeak with St. Gregory Nazianzen, it is 
the art to make our fouls divine. Before all 
t muſt put into an oder the num- 
— tn, tre place, the manner of 
your prayers ; and be ſure that you pay unto 
God this tribute with reſpect, fervor and 
verance. But if you deſire to make , 
very good prayer, leain betimes to make a 
ayer of all your life. Incenſe hath no 
mel] without fro, and prayer is of no force 
without charity. A man muſt converſe in- 
- - necently, purely, with men, that deſires to 
treat — with _ Ka 
3. your perfon and your houſe clean 
Hom eee all holy things, and 8 
| oſe 


— — m—_ 


—— — — 


Eutertaiuments for Lent, 39 
not thoſe irreverences which are ſometimes com- 
zive mitted in churches. It is a happy thing for 
a man to be ignorant of the trade of buying 
er; and 3 and to have no inter- 
and courſe with the tribunals of iniquity. Many 
are bother fins are written in ſand, and blown 
| be away with a ſmall breath of God's mercy ; 
ake but the faults of ſo great impiety are carv'd. 
ef- upon a corner of the altar, with a graver of 
ical ſteel, or with a diamond point, as the pro- 
the phet faith. He deſerves tobe made eternally 
of culpable who dries up the fountain whi 
red ſhould waſh himſelf, or poiſons the ſtream 
to which he himſelf muſt drink, or contami- 
t is nates the facraments which are given him to 
all purify the ſoul, | 
m- | ASPIRATIONS. 
of QPIRIT of God, which, by reaſon of thy 
| eminent height, canſt pray to no body, 
and and yet by thy divine wiſdom makeſt all the 
4, - world pray to thee, Give me the gift of 
e a prayer, fince it is the mother of wiſdom, 
no the ſeal of virginity, the ſanctuary of our 
rce Y evils and fountain of all our good. Grant 
in- JF that Imay adoretheein ſpirit with reverence, 
to YF ſtedfaſtneſs, and perſeverance ; and if it be 
my divine pleaſure that I pray unto thee asl 
an ought, inſpire unto me, by thy virtue, ſuch 


om F prayers as thou wilt hear by thy bounty. : 
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TheGoſpel for Wedneſday the firſt week 
of Lent, out of St. Matthew xi. 


The phariſees demand a ſign of Jeſus. 


TH EN anſwered bim certain of the ſcribes 
and phariſees, ſaying, maſter, we would 
fee «/e> from thee ; who anſwered, and ſaid 
to them ; | 
The wicked and adulterous generation ſeeketh 
a ſign, and \- 55g be given it, but the 
of Jonas the : for as Fonas was in 
Jo" 2 belly — . te nights, ſo 
ſhall the ſon of man be in the heart of the earth 
- threedaysandthree nights. The men of Nineveh 
ſhall riſe in the judgment with this generation, 
and ſhall condemn it, becauſe they did penance at 
the preaching of Fonas : and behald more thax 
Jonas here. e queen of the ſouth ſhall riſe 
in the judgment with this generation, and ſball 
condemn it becauſe ſhe came from the ends of the 
earth to hear the wiſdom of Solomon, and behald 
more than Solomon here. And when an unclean 
ſpirit ſhall go out of a man he walketh through 
Airy places, feking reft and findeth none. Then 
be ſaith, I will return into my houſe whence I 


came out; and. coming be findeth it vacant, 
ſiwept with beſoms, and trimmed ; then goeth 
be, and taketh with bim ſeven other ſpirits 


eek 
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more wicked than himſolf; and they enter inan d 


dwell there ; and the la of that man be made - 
worſe than the fir. So. ſhall it be alſo to this 
wicked generation. 4 

As he was yet ſpeaking to the multitude, be- 
hold his mother and his brothron ſtoad without, 
feeling to ſpealt to him; and ons ſaid unto him, 
behold thy mother and thy brethren fland with- 
out jerking thee. But he anſwering him that 
told him, ſaid, who is my mother, amd who 
are my brethren? And ſtretching forth his hand 
upon his diſciples, he ſaid, behold my mother 
and my brethren : for whoſoever Hall do the 
will of my father that is in heaven, he is my 
brother, and ſiſter, and mother. | 


Mas ALITIES. 

1. „JIS a very ill fign when we defire 
ſigns to make us belive in God. 

The ſigns which we demand to fortifie our 

faith, are oft times marks of our infidelity. 

There is not a more dangerous plague in 


the events of worldly affairs, than to deal | | 


with the devil, or to caſt nativities. All 
theſe things fill men with more faults than 
knowledge. For divine oracles have more 
need to be reverenced than interpreted. He 
that will find God muſt ſeek him with ſun» 
plicity and profeſs him with picty. | 
| D 3 _ 


— — — 
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2. Some require a ſign, and yet between 


heaven and earth all is full of figns. How 


many creatures ſoever there are, they are all 
ſteps and characters of the divinity. What a 
happy thing is it to ſtudy what God is b 
the volume of time, and by that great boo 
of the world? There is not ſo ſmall a 


flower of the meadows, nor ſo little a crea- 


ture upon earth, which doth not tell us 
ſome news of him. He ſpeaks in our ears 
by all creatures, which are ſo many organ- 
pipes to convey his ſpirit and voice to us, 
But he hath no ſign ſo great as the word in- 


carnate, which carries all the types of his 


glory and power. About him only ſhould 
all our curioſity, our knowledge, our 
admiration and our love; becauſe in him 
we can be ſure to find all our repoſe and 
conſolation. | 


3. Are we not very miſerable, ſince we 


know not our own good but by the loſs of 
it, which makes us eſteem fo little of thoſe 
things which we have in our hands? The 
Ninevites did hear old Jonas the prophet : 
The queen of Sheba came from far to hear 
the wiſdom of Solomon: Jeſus ſpeaks to us 

| Uſually from the pulpits, from the altars ; in 
our coyerſations, in our affairs and recrea- 


tions ; and yet we do not ſufficiently 2 
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his words nor inſpirations. - A ſurfeited ſpi- 

rit miſlikes honey, and is diſtaſted with man- 
na, raving after the rotten pots of Egypt, 

But it is the laſt and worſt of all ills to de- 

ſpiſe our own good. Too much confidence 
is mother of an approaching danger: A man 
muſt keep himſelf from relapſes, which are 
worſe than fins, which are the greateſt evils 
of the world; he that loves danger ſhall 
periſh in it. The firſt fin brings with it one 
devil, but the ſecond brings ſeven. There 
are ſome who vomit up their ſins as the ſea 
doth cockles, to ſwallow them again, Their 
life is nothing but an ebbing aol Soaking of 
ſins, and their moſt innocent retreats are 
a diſpoſition to iniquity. For as boiled water 
doth ſooneſt freeze, becauſe the cold works 
upon it with the greater force, fo thoſe lit- 
tle fervors of devotion which an unfaithful 
ſoul feels in confeſſions and receiving, if it 
be not reſolute quite to forſake wickedneſs, 
ſerve-for nothing elſe but toprovoke the wick- 
ed ſpirit to make a new impreſſion upon her: 
It is then we have moſt reaſon to fear God's 
juſtice, when we deſpiſe his mercy. We 
become neareſt of kin to him when his or- 
dinances are followed by our manners, and 
our life by his precepts, 


AsrixA- 
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ASPIRATIONS, | 


0 Word incarnate, the great ſign of thy E= 
heavenly . = carrieſt all the 


his powers : It is thau alone whom J ſeek, 
whom I eſteem and honour ; all that 1 ſee, 
all I underſtand, all that I feel, is nothing 
to me, if it da not carry thy name, and take 
calour from thy beauties, or be animated 
by o7 ſpirit. Thy converſation hath no 
ble, and thy preſence no diſtaſte,” O 
— me — > e by my negligence what I 
fſefs by thy bounty. Keep me from re- 
— pſes, keep me from the ſecond gulf and 
— hell of Sin. He is too blind that 
profits nothing by experience of his own 
* and by a full knowledge of thy 
bounties. 


The Goſpel for Thurſday the firſt week 
in Lent, out of St. Matthew xv, 


Of the woman of Canaan, 
went forth from thence, and 


ofus 
Aon into the quarters of Tyre and iden, 


And bebold a woman of Canaan came forth out 


theſe coafls,, and crying out, ſaid to him, 
ave mercy on me, O Lord, the ſon of David, 
wy 1 is ſore vexed of a devil; who an- 


— of dis 15 and all the characters of 


fwered | 


thy 
the e crieth out after us : 


s of 
eek, 


Entertainments for Lent. 45 
ered her not a word. And his diſciples came 
md beſought him, ſaying 2 „ becauſe 
nd he anſwering, i 
aid ; I was not ſent but for the ſheep that 49 
are boft of the houſe of Iſrael. But ſbe came | il 
and adored him, ſaying, Lord help me : who = 
mſwering, ſaid ; it is not good to take the bread | | 
F children, and to caſt it to the dogs : but ſhe = 
aid, yea, Lord; for the dogs alſo eat of the Il 1 
rumbs that fall from the tables of their maſters, 
Then Jeſus anſwering, ſaid to ber, O woman, 
great is thy faith, be it done to thee gs thou wilt : 
and her daughter was made whole framthat hour, | 


MoRALITIES. 


I, O UR Saviour Jeſus Chrift, after his 
great and wondrous deſcent from 
heaven to earth, from being infinite to be 
finite, from being God to be man, uſed ma- 
ny ſeveral means for ſalvation of the world. 
And behold, entering upon the frontiers of 
Tyre and Sidon, he was pleaſed to conceal 
himſelf : But it is very hard to avoid the cu- 
rioſity of a woman, who ſeeking his pre- 
ſence, was thereby certain to find the full 
point of her felicity. A very ſmall beam of 
illumination reflecting upon her carried her 
out of her country, and a little ſpark of light 
brought her to find out the clear ſtreams — 
tru 
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truth. We muſt not be tired with ſeekingl ful 
God; and when we have found him hiaſ the: 
preſence ſhould not diminiſh but increaſe] que 
our deſire to keep him ſtill. We are to 
make entrance into our happineſs by taking] can 
faſt hold of the firſt means offered for ourſſ dre 


. falvation, and we muſt not refuſe or loſe aff dau 


good fortune which knocks at our door. lov 
2. Great is the power of a woman when] her 
ſhe applies herſelf to virtue; behold, at one * 
inſtant, how one of that ſex aflails God and 
the devil; prevailing with the one by ſub- | am 
miſſion, and conquering the other by com- ¶ ho 
mand: and he which gave the wide ſea arms th: 
to contain all the world, finds his own arms of 
tied by the chains of prayer which himſelf ¶ co 
did inſpire. She draws unto her, by a pious I te 
violence, the God of all ftrength ; fuch was an 
the fervency of her prayer, ſuch was the I hi 
wiſdom of her anſwers, and ſuch the faith of th 
her words. As he paſſeth away without I th 


ſpeaking, ſhe hath the boldneſs to call him C 


to her; whilſt he is filent, ſhe prays; when | 73 
he excuſeth himſelf, ſhe adores him ; when b: 
he refuſeth her ſuit, ſhe draws him to her. I © 


To be ſhort, ſhe is ſtronger than the pa- v 


triarch Jacob; for when he did wreſtle with | "* 

the angel he returned lame from the conflict; || V* 

mint gg, 90 
CT 4 
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Rin ful with God, returns ſtrait to her houſe, 
n hisff there to ſee her victories and poſſeſs her con- 
8 queſts. 85 f 
3. Mark with what weapons ſhe over- 
came the greateſt of all conquerors ; chari 
drew her from home to ſeek health for her 
daughter, becauſe, like a mother, ſhe 
| loved her not with a luxurious love, but in 
hen] her affliction, feeling her dolours by their 
one fl paſſionate reflection upon her heart. Her 
ich was planted on ſo firm a rock, that, 
ub - amongſt all the appearance of deſpair, her 
m- ¶ hope remain'd conſtant. Humility did effect 
-ms that the name of dog was given her for a title 
ms of glory, ſhe making profit of injuries, and 
ſelf converting into honour the greateſt con- 
2us || tempt of her perſon. Her words were low 
vas and humble, but her faith was wonderous 
the high; fince in a moment ſhe chaſed awa 
of the devil, ſaved her daughter, and chang 
ut the word dog into the name of a ſheep of 
im | Chriſt's flock, as Sedulius writes. Perſeve- 
en © rance was the laſt of her virtues in the com- 
en bat, but it was the firſt which gain'd her 
r. crown. If you will imitate her in theſe four 
a- | virtues, love, faith, humility and perſeve- 
th rance, they are the principal materials of 
t- | which the body of your perfection muſt be 
7 compounded, | 


ASPIRATIONS 
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ASPIRATIONS, 


Jeſus Chrift, ſon of David, I remem- 
ber well that q; 4 forefather did by his 
harp chaſe away a devil from Saul; and 
wilt not thou, who art the father of all biet. 1 
ſed harmonies, drive away from me ſo many 
little ſpirits of affections, appetites and paſ- 4 
ſions, which trouble and diſcompoſe my 
heart: this poor ſoul, which is the breath 
of thy mouth, and daughter of thy infinite 
bounties, is, like the ſun under a cloud, 
poſſeſſed with many wicked ſpirits ; but it 
hath none worſe than that of felf-love. Look ; 
upon me, O Lord, with thine eyes of mer- 7 
and ſend me not away with llence, ſince 
* art the word. Rather call me dog, ſo 
that I may be ſuffered to gather up the 
crumbs which fall from thy table. Whatſo- % 
ever proceeds from thy mouth is ſacred, and } 
muſt be taken by me as a relic. If thou | N 
ſay I ſhall obtain my deſire, I ſay I will have 
no other than what thou inſpireſt; and I can 
be contented with nothing but what ſhall be 
thy bleſſed will and pleaſure, 
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The Goſpel for Friday the firſt week in 
Lost, St. John v. 
Of the probatic pond. 


AFTER theſe things there was a feſtival 
£ £ day of the Jets, and Jeſuus went up to 
Ht args and there was at Feruſdlem, up- 


gn Probatica, a fond, which in Hebrew is 
named Bethſada, having foe porches. In theſe 
lay a great multitude of ſick perfons, of blind, 
lame, withered, expecting the ſtirring of the 
water. And an angel of our Lord deſcended 
at a certain time into the pond, and the water 
was ſtirred. And he that had gone down firſt 
into the pond, after the flirring of the water, 
was made whole of whatſoever infirmity he was 
Holden. And there was a certain man there 
that had been eight and thirty years in this in- 
firmity, Him when Jeſus had ſeen lying, and 
knew that he had been now a long time in that 
caſe, he ſaid to him, Wilt thou be made whole? 
The fick man anſwered him, Lord, I have na 
man, when the water is troubled, to put me into 
the pond: for whilſt I come another goeth down 
before me. Feſus ſaid to him, ariſe, take up 
thy bed and walk, And forthwith he was 
made whole and he took up his bed, and walked, 
And it was the ſabbath that day. The Jews 
therefore ſaid to him that was healed, it 1s the 

E fabbath 
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ſabbath, thou mayſt not take up thy bed. He 
anſwered them, he that made me whole, he 
aid to me, take up thy bed and walk. They 
aſked him therefore, what is that man that ſaid 
to thee-take up thy bed and walk ? But he that 
was mad: whole knew not who it was : for Je- 
fus ſhrunk aſide from the multitude flanding in 
the place. Afterwards Jeſus finding him in the 
temple, ſaid to him, Behold, thou art made 
whole ; ſm no more, leſt ſome worſe thing chance 
| to thee. That man went his way and told the 
Fews that it was Jeſus that made him whole, 


 MorRAL1TIEs., 


AE L the world is but one great hoſpital, 
wherein ſo many perſons languiſh, ex- 
pecting the moving of the water, and the |! 
time of their good fortune. The angels of | 
earth, which govern our fortunes go not ſo 
faſt as our es. But Jeſus, oh is the 
great angel of council, is always ready to 


Cure our maladies, to ſupport our weakneſs, i 


and make perfe& our virtues, We need 
only to follow his motions and inſpirations 
to meet with everlaſting reſt. It is a lament- | 
able thing that ſome can patiently expect 

the barren favours of men twenty or thirty | 
years together, and yet will not continue 
three days in prayer to ſeek the ineſtimable 
graces of God, 2. The 


— 


I 
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1 1 2. The firſt ſtep we muſt make toward 

dur ſalvation, is, to deſire it. That man 
2 is worthy to be eterpally fick who fears no- 
x thing elle but the loſs of his bodily health. 
Men generally do all that they poſſibly can 
cd o cure their corporeal infirmities ; they 
5 3 abide a thouſand vexations, which are but 
% co certain, to recover a health which is moſt 


uncertain. And as for the paſſions of the 

3 mind, ſome love the fevers of their own - 
dove, and their worldly ambition, above 

'* BM their ownlife. They flick the head of a 

2X venomous aſp, and are killed by the tongue 

l. of a viper. They will not part with that 

? - F whichkills them; and if you take from them 


x- } f f 
8 the worm which makes them itch, or the 
of 3 Executioner who doth indeed torment them, 


ſo © they believe you take away the chiefeſt of 
bs | their felicity. Happy is that ſoul which 
holds nothing ſo dear in this world but will 
s. KB forſake it willingly to find God, and will 
ed ſpare nothing to gain paradiſe. WW 
we M$ There is nothing more common, nor 
ſo rare, as man. The world is full of vi- 


A cious · and unprofitable men: But to find one 
rty er) compleat in all good things, is to find 
* a direct Phoenix.” There are more buſineſſes 


without men than men without buſineſſes, 
For how many charitable employments 
= E 2 might 
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2 many lazy and idle perſons find aut? 
So many poor mens affairs continue at 4 *? 
r * 22 — creatures languiſu, 
deſolate perſons to find ſome 
gy => with little tr to 
would take ſome ſmall ns of their affairs, 
and make up a little piece of their fortungs. 
Jeſus is the man of God deſired of all ages; 
to him we muſt apply ourſelves, ſince he is 
both life and truth. By him we may come - 
to all happineſs, by him we may live in the 
fountains and ſtreams of life, and in him we 
may mann the chiefeſt of all truths, | 1 


ASPIRATIONS, 


Wnar paten patience have Tin committing 
POOL og Lo wing oh ponprntgct ne 
or am ever g 

to execute vice, and unwilling to abide the 
puniſhment. O good God, there are many 
years in which I have retained an inclination | 
do this diſorder, to that fin. My foul is | 
bound as it were with iron chains in this un- 
' happy bed; will there be no angel to move | 
the water for me? But At not thou the | 
Lord and prince of angels? Then I moſt | 
humbly beſeech thee, O bleſſed Saviour, to 
command, and by thy only word my affairs | 
wil go well, and ve 4 hap 4 5 


4 * 
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my body will become ſound, my ſoul inno- 
cent, my heart at reſt, and my life an eter- 
nal glory , 


| | | The Goſpel for Saturday the firſt week 
in Lent, and the Sunday following, 
. out of St. Matthew xvii. 


- Of the transfiguration of our Lord. 


4 ND after fix days Jeſus taketh unto him | 
Peter and James, and Fohm his brother, 


and bringeth them into a high mountain apart; 

and he was transfigured before them. And bi 
Face did ſhine as the ſun, and his garments be- 
came white as ſnow. And behold 1 appeared 


— 7 EEE 


to them Moſes and Elias talking with him. 


— 3 And Peter 1 ſaid te 15 ſus, Lord, it 
dy good for us to be þ To ; if thou wilt, let us 
the | make here three tar ; one for thee, one 
ny Fer Moſes, and one for Elias. And as he was 
on er ſpeaking, behold a bright cloud overſhadowed 
> bene and bo! a voice out of the cloud, ſaying, 
2 = Ts ts * belxved ſon, in whom 1 am well 
Pleaſed, bear ye him. And the diſciples hear- 


ing it, fell upon their face, and were ſore afraid. 
And 'eſus came and touched them; and be 
faid to them, ariſe, and fear not. And they 
hfting up their eyes, ſaw no body but only Feſus. 
And as they deſcended. from the. mount, 2 
E Cammanded 


3 
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commanded them, ſaying, tell the viſum to ng 
body till the ſon of man be riſen from the dead, 


We” MoRALITIES. | 
1. Tf E words of the prophet Hoſea are 


accompliſhed ; the nets and toils | 


planted on mount Tabor, not to catch birds 
but hearts. The mountain which before 
was a den of tygers and panthers (according 
to the ſtory) is now beautified by our Savi- 
our, and becomes a place full of ſweetneſs 
and raviſhments. Jeſus appears transfigured 


in the high robes of his glory. The cloud 
made him a pavilion of gold, and the ſun 


made his face ſhine like itſelf. The heavenly 
father doth acknowledge his ſon as the true 
prince of glory; Moſes and Elias both ap- 
pearin brightneſs, the one bearing the tables 
of the law and the other carried in a burning 
_ chariot, as Origen ſaith, which made the 
apoſtles know him. For the Hebrews had 
certain figures of the molt famous men of 
their nation in books. They both, as St. 
Luke ſaith, were ſeen in glory and majeſty, 
which fell upon them by reflexion of the 
beams which came from the body of Jeſus, 
who is the true fountain of brightneſs. The 
apoſtles loſe themſelves in the deliciouſneſs ! 
of this great ſpectacle ; and by ſeeing my | 
| * 
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6 Entertainments for Lent, 6s 
than they ever did, deſired to loſe their eyes. 


So the world is moſt contemptible to hi 
that knows how to value God as he ought. 


Fo many fine powders, ſo. many peridants 


and favours of glaſs, ſo many towers 
columns of dirt plaiſter'd over with gold, are 
followed by a million of idolaters. To 
conclude, fo many world! 2 are like 
the empty imaginations of a lick ſpirit, not 
— by the beams of truth. Let us 
rely upon the word (ſaith St. Auguſtine 
which remains for ever, while men paſs like 
the water of a fountain, which hides itſelf 
in the ſpring, ſhews itſelf in the ftream, and 
loſeth itſelf at laſt in the ſea, But God is 
always himſelf; there needs no tabernacle 
made by the hands of man to remain with 
him, for in paradiſe he is both the God and 
the temple. . 

2. Tabor is yet but a ſmall pattern, we 
muſt get all the piece ; we muſt go to the 
palace of angels and brightneſs, where the 
tabernacles are not —— by the hands of 
men, There we ſhall ſee the face of the 
living God clearly, and at full: There the 
beauties ſhall have no veils to hide them from 
us: our being ſhall have no end: our know 
ledge will not be ſubject to error, nor our 
loves and affections to diſpleaſure, O what 

| a 
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a joy will it be to enjoy all, and deſire no- 
thing; to be a magiſtrate without a ſucceſ- 
for ; to be a king without an enemy; to be 
rich without covetouſneſs ; to negotiate 3} 
without money, and to be ever living with» $ 
out fear of death. SIGs i EIN. 3 
3. But who can get up to this mountain, 
except he of whom the prophet ſpeaks, who | 
hath innocent hands and a clean heart ; who | 
hath not received his ſoul of God in vain; 


to bury it in worldly pelf? To follow Jeſus 


we muſt transform ourſelves into him, by 
hearing and following his doctrine, ſince 
God the father propoſes him for the teacher } 
of mankind, and commands us to hearken 
unto him. We muſt follow his examples, 
ſince thoſe are the originals of all virtues. | 
The beſt trade we ean practiſe in this world 
is that of transfiguration ; and we may do þ 
it by reducing our form to the form of our | 
Lord, and walking upon earth like men in 
heaven: Then will the ſun make us have 
ſhining faces when purity ſhall accompany 
all our actions and intentions. Our cloaths | 
ſhall be as white as ſnow when we once be- 
come innocent in our converſations ; we 
ſhall then be raviſh'd like the apoſtles ; and 
after we have been at mount Tabor we ſhall | 
be blind to the reſt of the world, and ſee no- 


me, O 


Zutertaiumeuts for Lent, ' 57 


ting but Jeſus. It is moreover to be noted, 
that our Saviour did at that time entertain 
XZ himfelf with diſcourſe of his great future 
® ſufferings, and of his death, to teach us that 


his croſs was the ſtep by which he mounted 
up to beatitude, 


0 AE ASPIRATIONS. 


Bleſſed palace, O magnificent Tabor 
vrhich this day didſt hold upon thee the 
ince of glory ; I love and admire thee, but 
admite ſomewhat elſe above thee : It is the 
A that triumphant com- 
mo t face of God, where all thoſe 
ies are, which ſhall never ceaſe to be 
ns, mg 2 I =o that I die, 
or that iſh with a impatience, 
O my Jeſus, my moſt benign Lord, tranſ- 
form me then into thee, that I may thereby 
be transformed into God. If I have carried 
the earthly image of Adam, why ſhould I 
not alſo — the form of Jeſus? Catch 
Lord, within thoſe tiſſued nets and 
golden toils of brightneſs, which thou didſt 
lant upon this ſacred mountain, It is there 
would 'leave mine eyes; it is there I re- 
ſolve to breathe out my ſoul. I aſk no ta- 
bernacles to be there built for me, I have 
long ſince contemplated thy heart, Q laber 
i” 0 


9 Entertainments for Lt. 
of eſſences and all bounties, as the moſt faith» | 
ful abode of my eternity, - K 


The Goſpel for Monday the ſecond week 
in Lent, St. John vii. 


Jeſus ſaid unto the Jews, where I go ye | 
cannot come, 
JAN therefore Jeſus ſaid unto them, 

I go, and you ſhall ſeek me, and ſhall die 
in your ſin, Whither I go, you cannot come. 
The Fews therefore ſaid, why ? will he kill 
himſelf : becauſe he ſaith, whither I go, you 
cannot come. And he ſaid to them, you are of 
this world, I am not 24 world. Therefore 
I ſay to you, that you die in your ſins. For 
F you believe not that I am he, ye ſhall die in 
your fins. They ſaid therefore to him, Who art 
thou? Teſus ſaid to them, The beginning, 
who alſo ſpake to you. Many things I have to 
ſpeak and judge of you ; but he that ſent me is 
true: and what f have heard of him, theſe 
things I ſpeak in the world. And they knew 
not that he ſaid to them, that his father was 
God. Teſus therefore ſaid to them, when you 
Hall have exalted the ſon of man, then you ſhall 
know that I am he; and of myſelf I do nothing, 
but as the father hath taught me : theſe things 
| ſpeak, and he that ſent me is with m. T” 
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he hath not left me alone, becauſe the things that 
do always. $228, 


MoRALITIES. 3 


. ONE of the greateſt misfortunes of 


our life is, that we never ſufficient- 
ly know our own good till we loſe it. We 
y from that we ſhould ſeek ; we ſeek that 


we ſhould ayoid ; and never begin to bewail 
our loſſes but when they are not to be reco- 


vered. Thoſe Jews poſſeſſed an ineſtimable 


treaſure, by the preſence and converſation 
of the ſon of God ; but they ſet light by it, 
and ſo at laſt they lamented amongſt eternal 
flames what they would not ſee in fo clear 
a light. Let us take heed of deſpiſing holy 
things, and avoid hardneſs of heart, whi 
is a gulf of unavoidable miſchiefs. | 
2. It is ſtrange that God is fo near us, 
and yet we fo far from him. That which 
hinders us from finding him is, becauſe he 
is above, and we below. We are too much 
for the world; too faſt nailed to the earth; 
too much bound to our ſuperfluous buſineſs 
and cares of this life; and too much ſubject 
to our own appetites, He muſt not be a 
ſlave to his body that pretends to receive 
good from God, who is a ſpirit: He muſt 
not embark himſelf deeply into worldly mat- 
. ters 
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the — of of death : But ſtay not there, 3 


of chat divinity would manifeſt itſelf in the 
© Infermity of the croſs. It was only for God 


ters who deſires the ſociety NH 
muſt paſs ii om his — wi Ei 3y 
reaſon to grace; from grace to Shiny: If C 
ou deſire to find God, ſearch for him, as 
the three kings did, in the manger, in his 
: Fook for him, as the bleſſed vir- 42 

in gn diy in the temple, in his piety : feek 8 
as the Marys did, in his ſepulchre, by 


— only to make a paſſage to life. 13 

hen you have lifted me up to the 
e faith our Saviour, you ſhall know 
chat! am the true fon of God. And indeed 
| is a great wonder that the infinite power 


to perform this great deſign, and aſcend up 
to his throne of glory by the baſeſt * 4 
of the world. The good thief ſaw no other 
title or fign of his kingdom, but only his 
ody covered over with blood and opprefied 
with dofours. He learned by that book of 
the croſs, alf the glory of paradiſe ; and be 
apprehended that none but God could en- 
dure with fuch patience fo great torments. If 4 
7 u will be child en of God you muſt make 
appear by participation of his Croſs, and 4 
by fer fuffeyng tribulation : by that ſun our 
eagle tries his young ones ; he who 95 
abide | 


1 
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J 2bido that ſhining ray, ſprinkled with blood, 

| ſhall: never attain to beatitude,> Ac is not 
comely to ſee the members of a head crowned 
28 with ſit in a rotten chair of delicacies. 


ASPIRATIONS, 


O Bleſſed Saviour, who doſt lift up all thÞ 
earth with three fingers of thy power, 
raiſe up a little this ſinful maſs of my body 
which weighs down itſelf ſo heavily, Give 
me the wings of an eagle to fly after thee, 
for Fam conſtantly reſolved to follow thee. 
whitherſoever thou goelſt : for though it 
ſhould be within the ſhadow of death, what 
canl fear, being in the arms of life? Iams 
of myſelf, nor of the world which is ſo great 
a deceiver. Since I am thine by ſo many 
titles, which bind me to adoration, IL will _ 
be ſo in-life, in death, in time, and for all | 
eterni iy: I will take part of thy ſufferings, 
ſince they are the — of our chriſtian 
warfate. Tribulation is a moſt excellent. 
engine; the more a man is kept under the 
higher he mounts: he deſcends by perſect 
humility, that he may aſcend to ow bye 


ſteps of glory. 


F The 
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The Goſpel for Tueſday the ſecond 
week in Lent, St. Matthew xxiii. 


Jeſus ſaid, the phariſees fit in Moſes's chair, 
believe therefore what they ſay. 
FH EN 72 ſpoke to the multitude and 
to his «diſciples, ſaying, upon the chair 7 
Aoſes have ſitten the ſcribes and phariſees. All 
things therefore whatſoever they ſhall fay to you, 
obſerve ye, and do ye : but according to their 
works do ye not, for they ſay and do not they 
bind heavy burthens, and improbable, and put 
them upon men's ſhoulders ; but with a finger 
of their cum they will not move them. But they 
do all their works to be ſeen of men; for they 
make broad their phylafteries, and enlarge their 
, fringes. And they love the firſt places at ſup- i 
ber, and the firſt chairs in the ſynagogues ; and i 
ſalutations in the market-place, and to be called i 
of men rabbi : but be you not called rabbi ; for 
one is your maſter, and all you are brethren : 
and 1 none father to yourſelf upon earth, for 
one is your father, he that is in heaven : neither 
be je called maſters, for one is your maſter, 
Omi: he that is the greater of you ſhall be 
your ſervitor ; and he that exalteth _— | 
Hall be humble : and he that humbleth himſelf 
ſhall be exalted. 


- MoRALITIES, 
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1* is a very dangerous error to think that 
1 our Saviour in this Goſpel had a purpoſe 
to introduce anarchy, and to make all men 
equal, He ſheweth in many places that he 
would have kings, princes, magiſtrates, fa- 
thers and doctors. But he would not have 
men come to honours by a vain ambition, 
nor others to honour them, but only as they 


$ have dependency upon the power of God 


r Let every ſoul, ſaith the apoſtle, 
be ſubject to higher powers, for there is no 
power but cometh from God: he gives us 
ſuperiors, not for us to judge but obey, If 
a man cannot approve their manners, he 
muſt at leaſt reverence the character of their 
authority. They ſhould be good chriſtians 
for themſelves, but they are ſuperiors for us. 
He that reſiſteth their power reſiſts God, 
who ordain'd them : and all the great evils 
happening by hertſies and rebellions, pro- 
ceed from no other. fountain but from con- 
tempt of powers eſtabliſhed by the decree of 
heaven. Men may pretend zeal ; butif 
there is no better ſacrifice than that of obe- 
dience; if great perſons abuſe their offices, 
God will find it out; and as their dignities 
are great, ſo their puniſhment ſhall be an- 
ſwerable. F 2 2, One 
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2. One of the greateſt diſorders of this 
life is, that we go, for the moſt part, out- 
wardly to pleaſe the world, and are little 
careful of a good inward application of our- 
ſelves to pleaſe God. Inſtead of taking the 
way of God's image, from whence we al! 
come, we are content to have virtues only 
by imagination, and vices in their true 1 1 
ſence. Nembroth profeſſed himſelf a ſervant 
of the true God, and yet adored the fire in 
294% Jeſus hath many worſhippers in words, 
ut few in truth. Some ſtand upon formali- 
ties, others upon diſguiſed habits ; others 
amuſe themſelves pron 2 others 
a8 certain ſprings to make them- 
Eves — . wile. Mol men would 
ſeem what they are not, and much troubled 
to be ſeen what they are. All their time 
doth paſs in faſhions and countenances ; but 
_ and God's judgments take off all thoſe 


3. To fay that we have ſeen a man ex- 
teriorly devout and ſpiritual, except he be 
ſo inwardly, is to ſay we have ſeen a houſe 
Without a foundation, a tree without a root, 
a veſſel move upan the ſea without a bottom, 
and an excellent clock without a ſpring. For 

the ſame which the foundation is to «bout 

the root to a tree, the bottom to a ſhip 4 


PR 1 . 


— r r r ²˙ ü 


Entertainments for Lent. 6 5 


the ſpring to a clock, the ſame is a mans 
interior life to all virtue. What is a man | 
the better who reſembles window-cuſhions, 
which are covered with velvet and {tuft with 
hay ? or to be like the picture of Diana, in 2 
Homer's Iliads, which wept to ſome and 
laught to others? A little ſpark of a good | 
conſcience is better than all the lights of te 
world. Why do we crucify ourſelves with 
ſo many diſſimulations, ſo many ceremonies, 
ſo many enforcements upon our natures, to 
ſerve and pleaſe men, only to get ſmoke ? 
he that ſows wind, faith the prophet, ſhall 
reap a ſtorm. Let us live to ourſelves in 
the purity of a good conſcience and a perfect 
humility, if we deſire to live for ever with 
God. Thoſe ſhadows of falſe devotions 
proceed from the leaves of that fig-tree 
wherewith Adam and Eve covered their 

; nakedneſs: Do not we know that hypocriſy 
2 is the ſame thing to virtue which paintin 
is to faces; and that it is the very mo 
which devours ſanctity, and will at the da 
of judgment, make all thoſe ſeem naked, 
which to the world ſeem well apparelled? * | 


ASPIRATIONS, © —- 
God of all truth, wherefore are there ſo 
many fiftions, and counterfeit behavi- 

| F ' ours? 
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ours? Muſt we always live to pleaſe the 
eyes of others, and run after the ſhadow of 
vanity, which leaves nothing but illuſion 
within our eyes and corruption in our man- 
ners? I will live unto thee, O fountain of 
lives, within. whom all' creatures have life. 


negotiate with it by the ſecret feeling of 2 
rag conſcience, that I may treat with thee. 
a 


t need I the eyes of men, if I have 


the eyes of God? They alone are ſufficient 
to do me good; fince by the aſpect oy 


ve happineſs to all the ſaints, I will ſee 
; fer thee, O my beloved Lord, from the 

break of day till the dead time of night. Al} 

places are Wer where thou art not, and 
where thou art there only is the fulneſs of all 
pleaſures. e 


The Goſpel for Wedneſday the ſecond 
week in Lent, St. Matthew xx. 


The requeſt of the wife of Zebedee for her 
ſons James and John, 


the twelve diſciples ſecretly, and faid to 
them, behold we go up to Feruſalem, and the 
fon of man ſhall be delivered to the chief prigſt 
and to the ſcribes, and they ball condemn him 

| 8 to 


I will retire myſelf into my own heart, and 


' A 4 D Jeſus going up to Feruſalem, took 
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e to death, and ſhall deliver him to the Gentiles 
of to be mocked, and ſeourged, and crucified, and 
n the third day he ſhall riſe again. 

1- Then came to him the — of the ſons of 
of Zebedee, with her -ſons, adoring and defiri 

Þ, ſomething of him; who ſaid to what us 
d . WH thou? He ſaid 70 bim, a that theſe e my ſons © 


2 4 one at t 

b. leſt 44. in thy e And Fe 777 ſer 
ing, ſaid, you know not what you de Can 
ye drink of the cup that 1 ſhall dris g of? by 
fay to him, we can: he ſaith to them, 15 
indeed you Hall a drink of ; ys to ſit on my 7i 
hand and left, is not mine to give you, but 


zohom it is prepared of my father, 

. WHAT a ſhort life have we, and 

yet ſuch alarge and vaſt ambtion? 

We fear every thing martal men, and 
yet deſire all, as if we ſhould be immortal 
upon earth. It is a ſtrange thing to obſerve 
ho the defire of honour Res even amongſt 
the. moſt refin'd devotions. Some one is 
counted an. angel of heaven amongſt men, 
who hath not forſaken his pretence upon 
earth, Ambition ſleeps in the boſoms of per- 


ſons conſecrated for the altars. It over- 
throws Tome whom luxury could not rg 


MoRALITIES. 
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and moves thoſe whom avarice could not 
touch. We deſire all to be known, and to 
ſeem what we are not: but this ſeeming is 
that which doth bewitch us. All paſſions 
row old and weaker by age; only the de- 
Fre of worldly riches and honours is a ſhirt 
which we never put off till we come to the 
grave. Why do we fo extreamly torment 
our poor life; by running after this ſhadow 
of honour ; which we cannot follow without 
fear, nor loſe without ſorrow ? Is it not 
ſtrange folly that men love ſuch vanities till 
the very Jaft inſtant of thejr own ruins, and 
fear nothing ſo they may tumble into preci · 
pieces of gold and ſilver. 8 
2. What great pains you take for theſe 
children, as if they did not more belong to 
God than you; you caſt day and night 
where to place them, when the providence 
of God, which is the great harbinger of the 
world, hath already mark'd their lodgings. 
One is ſetled in a good religious courſe, a- 
nother in the grave; another perhaps ſhall 
have more than is neceſſary to make him a 
ood man. Eve imagined that her ſon Cain, 
having all the world, would have become 
ſome great God, when ambition made him 


a devil incarnate, You ſhall rarely make 


your children great ſaints by getting them 
| ” * great 
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honours. You deſire they ſhould poſ- 
eſs all that which overthrows them ; and 
pretendingto make a building with one hand, 
you deftroy it with the other. By all your 
earneſt wildes, and, all your laborious en- 
deavours, for advancement of yqur children, 
you effe, nothing, but thereby give them 
8 to pleaſure and Weapons for int» 
quity. 
MN Whereupo n ſhould ws build our ambi- 
Are ogy of ache big the boly lamb ? 
oh croſs . God 


blood, crown'd with thorns 


_— who warns ustobe humble; 

i ame time we evgerly mw 
c and ambition.” e reſemble 
1 — * y daughter of Miltiades, who 
8 oflituted herſelf ws underher father's trophies, 
St y our unmeaſurable hunting after honours 


amongſt the ignominies of Jeſus Chriſt, we 
abandon ourſelves to diſhonour, and make 


no other uſe of the croſs but only to be a 
all witneſs of our infidelity. 
n 4 | ASPIRATIONS, 


un, VOID, be gone ye importunate cares 
me A of worl 38 —_— honours; you little 


g. 


= tyrants, which burn the blood within our 
* an 308 en the nat inpgrrnt pleaſures of 


cat 
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our life with bitter ſorrows, what have I 
more to do with you ? My children ſhall be 
what God will. They ſhall be but. too rich 
when they have virtue for theirportion, and 
but too high when they ſhall ſee a true con- 
tempt of the world under their feet. God 
Forbid that I ſhould go about any worldly 
throneupon the holy lamb's blood, or that! 
ſhould talk of honours when there is menti- 
on made of the holy croſs. O eſus, thou 
father of all true glory, thou ſhalt 955 wy 
forth be my. any crown. yk: 
here thou art not, ſhall to me _ 

ſs ; I will mount up to the 

ofhumility, ſince by thoſe thou ry —— 
to me. will kiſs the paths of mount Cal- 
yary, 'which thou haſt ſprinkled with thy 
precious blood, and how the croſs above 
all worldly things,” ſince thouhaſteonſecrated 
it by thy cruel pains, and brought us forth 
upon that dolorous bed tothe day of eternity. 


The Goſpel for Thurſ day the ſecond 
' Week in 2 out of St. Luke xvi. 


Of the rich glutton and poor Lazarus. 


HERE was a certain rich man, and ht 
was clothed with purple and ſilt, and he 


fared every day magnificently. And there tat a 
certain 


_ ann 


Entertainments for Lent. 71 
certain beggar, call Lazarus, that lay at his 
gate full of ſores, defiring to be filled of the 
crumbs that fell from the rich mam table; but 
the dogs alſo came, and licked his ſores. Andit 
came to paſs that the beggar died, and tas carried 
of the angles into Abraham's boſom, And the 
rich man alſo' died, and he was buried in hell, 
andlifting up his eyes, when he was in torments,, 
he ſaw / val afar off, and Lazarus in his 
boſom, Andhe crying, ſaid, father Abraham, 
have mercy on me, and ſend Lazarus, that he 
ry dip the tip of his finger into water to cool 
tongue, becauſe I am tormented in this flame. 
Ind Abraham ſaid to him, ſon, remember that 
thou didft receiue good things in thy lifætime, and 
2zarus evil; but now he is comforted, and 
hou tormented. And beſide all theſe things, be- 
een us and you there is fixed a great chaos; 
hat they which will paſs from 8 to you, 
ay not, neither go from thence hither. And 
be ſaid, then, father, I beſeech thee, that thou 
ouldeſt ſend him to my father's houſe, for I 
ave five brethren, for to teſtify unto them, leſt 
hey 22 unto this place of torments. And 
ſbrabam ſaid to him, they have Moſes and the 
K let them hear them. But he ſaid, no, 


8. er Abraham, but if ſome. man ſhall go from 
d he Ne dead to them, they 442 penance. Js he 


d he 


vas d 


ud unto him, "if they hear not Moſes and the 
mill = 


- prophets, 


WR 
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hets, neither i one ſhall riſe again from the 
u they avs Shea * 
4 Monk ALTTIES. 4 
1. A man and a poor meet in this 
world, the one laden with treaſures, 
the other with ulcers. They both met in 
the other world; the one in a gulf of fire, 
the other in an abyſs of delights : their ends 
are as different as th.ir lives were contrary; i 
fo teach us, that he which ſhall conſider 
rightly the endofall worldly ſins and vanities, 
will have in horror the deſire of them. And 
as there is nothing for which godly poor men 
may not hope; ſo there is nothing which 
wicked rich men ſhould not fear. He that 
is proud of riches is proud of his burdens and 
chains; but ifhe unload them upon the poor, 
de will be eaſed of his pain and ſecured in 
S. n | 
2 The life of man is a marvellous come - 
dy, wherein the greateſt part of our actions 
are play d under a curtain, which the divine 
providence draws over them to cover us. I. 
concealed poor Lazarus, and kept him in 
obſcurity, like the fiſh which we never {ec 
till it be dead, But Jeſus draws the curtain, 
and makes himſelf the hiſtorian of this goor 
oul, 
0! 


poor man; ſhewing us the ſtate of his 


Win 
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ofhis body, of his life and death. He makes 
him appear in Abraham's boſom, as within 
the temple of reſt and happineſs, and makes 
him known to the rich man, as to the trea- 


this ſurer of hell's riches. Are not we unworthy 
Ares, the name which we carry, when we deſpiſe 
et in the poor, and hate poverty as the greateſt 
fire, miſery ? ſince the ſon of God having once 
ends = conſecrated it upon the thrage ofhis manger, 
ary; made it ſerve for his ſpouſe during life, and 


ſider BF his bride-maid at the time of his death. 

ities, The rich glutton dreamed, and at the 
And oo of his dream found himſelf buried in hell. 
men Bl All thoſe pomps of his life were tcattered in 
hich an inſtant as ſo many nocturnal illuſions, and 
that BY hisheartfilled with eternal grief and torment. 

and His firſt miſery is a ſudden, and unexpected 
poor, and hideous change from a huge ſea of delica= x 
d in cies into an unſufferable gulf of fire; where [| 
= heacknowledges that one of the greateſt vex- 1 
me : ations in miſery is to have been happy. A- | 
tions nother diſaſter which afflicts him is to ſee 
wine Lazarus, in Abraham's boſom, to teach us, 
. | that the damned are tormented by paradife, 
muß even to the very loweſt part of hell; and 
er ſeeſ that the moſt grievous of their torments, is, 
[tain they can never forget their loſs of God. So 
goo! faith Theophilact, that Adam was placed 
ou; overagainſt the terreſtrial paradiſe, from 
G whence 
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whence he was baniſhed; that in his very 
miſhment he mightſeethe happineſs he had 
oft by his foul fault. Now youmuſt add to 
the iſt of his ſufferings the great chaos, 
which, like adiamond wall, is between hel! 
and paradiſe, together with the privation of 
all comfort: thoſe loſſes without remedy ; 
that wheel of eternity, where death laſteth 1 
for ever, and the end begins again without 
ceaſing, and the torments can never fall or 
diminiſh. | 4 
2 Do good with thoſe goods which God 
hath given you, and ſuffer them not to make 
7 u vicked; bur employ your riches by the 
ands of virtue: ifgold be a child of the ſun, 
why do you hide him from his father? God 
choſe the boſom of rich Abraham to be the 
adiſe of poor Lazarus: ſo may you make 
the needy feel happineſs by your bounty; 
your riches ſhall-raiſe you up when they are | 
trodden under your feet. The prophet ſaith, 
vou muſt ſow in the field of alms, if you de- 
Fre to reap in the harveſt of mercy. 


ASPIRATIONS. ' 
02 God of juſtice, I tremble at the terror of 
ju gments, Great fortunes of the 
os, fullof — riches, are fair trees, 


oft-times the more ready for the ax : or 
« we! alt 


TIENES 
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weight makes them apt to fall, and prove the 
more unhappy fuel for eternal flames. O 
Jeſus, father of the poor and king of the 
rich, I moſt humbly beſeech thee never give 
my heart in prey to covetouſneſs, which, by 
loading me with land, may make me 
— manly I know that death muſt con- 
ſume me to the very bones, and I ſhall then 
poſſeſs nothing but what Ihave given for thee, 
Muſt I then live in this world ( like a griffin 
to hoard up much gold and ſilver, whereof 
ſhall never have uſe, and ſtill be vexed with 
care how to preſerve it? O moſt merciful 
lord, ſuffer me not to be taught by hell- fire 
that which I may have neglected to learn 
out of thy goſpel. I moſt heartily renounce 
all luxury and pomp of the world, and this 
carnal life, which would always buſy itſelf 
about my body, If thou pleaſe to make me 
nch, I will be fo for the poor; and if thou 
make me poor, I will make myſelf rich in 
thee, who art the true riches of thine elect. 
The Goſpel for Friday the ſecond week 

in Lent, out of St. Matthew xx1. 


Of the maſter of a vineyard, whoſe ſon was 
killed by his farmers. 


 ANother parable hear ye A man there was, 
an houſbolder, = planted à vineys — 
2 4 
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and made an hedge round about it, and digged 
in it a preſs, and built a tower, and let it out | 
zo huſbanamen, and went forth into a ſtrange 
country. And when the — Tf uit drew 
nigh he ſent his ſervants to the huſbanamen to | 
receive the frat thereof and the huſband- 
men apprehending his - Rf ; one they beat, | 
another they killed, and another they ſtoned. | 
Again, he "ſas ether ſervants, more _m_ 8 | 
former ; and they did to them likewiſe. 
laſt of all he ſou of them his ſon, ſaying, 
they will reverence my ſon. But the hu 2 
men, ſeeing the ſon, ſaid within themſelves, 
This is the heir, come, let us kill him, and we 
Pall have his inheritance. And, apprehend- | 
ing him, t 102 him forth out of the vineyard | 
and killed When therefore the lord of 
' the vineyard hall come, what- will he do ob- 
thoſe — Dey ſay to him, the 
naughty men he will ws to nought, and his 
vineyard he will lett out io other huſbandmen | 
that ſhall render him the fruit of their ſeaſons. i 
Jeſus ſaith to them, haue you never read in 
the ſcriptures, The fone which the builders re- | 
fected the ſame is made the head of the corner © | 
our Lord was this done, and it is marvellous % 

in our Eyes, Therefore I ſay to you, that the | 
; _—_ God ſhall be taken away from you, 
. be given * a nation yielding the 
fruits 


777 min 


Entertainments for Lent. 97 


ruits thereof. And he that falleth this 
_ ſhall be broken : and 3 alle 


it ſhall alſo bruiſe him. And when the chief 


prie/ts and phariſees had heard his parables, 
- knew that he ſpak 22 p 4 them : and ſeeking 
to lay hands u 7 0 k. feared the multte 


tudes ; becauſe they held him as a prophet. 


MoRALITIES. 


I, W E have reaſon to fear all that is in 

us, yea even the gifts of God: All 
his favours are ſo many chains; if ra bind 
us not to do our duty, they will bind us to 
the puniſhment due for that neglect. Our 


ſoul is given us by God as a thing borrowed 


from heaven; we muſt not be too prodigal 


of it. We muſt dig up ill roots as we do 5 


in land cultivated; the time will come that 


we muſt render up the fruits; and ſhall we 


then preſent thorns? Examine every day 
how you profit, and what you do: draw 
every da ” a line, but draw it towards eter- 
nity, hat can you hide from God, who 
— all? What can you repay to God, 
who gives all? And how can you requite 
Jeſus, who hath given himſelf ? 

2. How many meſſengers doth God ſend 
to our hearts without intermiſſion? and how 
many inſpirations which we reject? So ma- 
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ny ſermons which we do not obſerve, and 
ſo many examples which we neglect, Jeſus 
comes in perſon by the ſacrament of the 
altar, and we drive him from us to crucify 
him, when we place the devil and mortal 
fin in his room. What other thing can we 
expect, for reward of all theſe violences, but 
a moſt fearful deſtruction, if we do _ 
prevent the ſword 7 juſtice by walkin 

the paths of me Our vanities, w ich 
at firſt are like * threads, by the con- 
tempt of God's grace come to be great cables 
of ſin. He that defers his repentance is in 
danger to loſe it, and will be kept out of the 
ark with the croaking raven, ſince he hath 
neglected the mourning of the ſor rr ul 
dove. 

It is a moſt horrible thing to fee a 
ſou left to itſelf, after it hath ſo many times 
forſaken the inſpirations of God. It be- 
comes a deſolate vineyard without encloſure, 
The wild boar enters into it, and all un- 
clean and ravenous creatures do there ſport 
and leap without controul. God hangs 
clouds over it, but will let no drop of water 
fall upon it. The ſun never looks upon it 
with a loving eye; all there is barren, ve- 
' "nomous, and near to hell. Therefore above 


All things we müſt fcaf to be forſaken of 


— —— — — — — — — — 
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"abuſes of my ſoul. I will 
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God. Mercy provoked changes itſelf into 
ſevere juſtice, All creatures will ſerve (as 
God's inſtruments) to puniſh a fugitive ſoul, 


which flies from him by her ingratitude, 


when he draws her to him by the ſweetneſs 
of his benefits, 


ASPIRATIONS, 


ALAS O great father of the world's 
family] I am confounded to ſee thy 
vineyard fo ill ordered, made fo barren and 
ſpoiled, My paſſions domineer like wild 
beaſts, and devour the fruits due to thy 
bounty. I am heartily ſorry J have fo little 
eſteemed thy graces, and to have preferred 
all that which makes me contemptible, 
before thee. I do this day renounce all the 
ow and proſper 
under thy bleſſings: I will flouriſh under 
thy aſpect, and fructify under thy protection. 


Command only thy graces and ſweet dews 


of heaven (which are as paps of thy favours) 
to rain upon me, and water this rotten 


trunk of my heart. Speak to that eye of 


love, that beautiful eye of Jeſus, that it 
will ſhine but once with that ray which 


doth make ſouls happy for ever. 


The 


4 

| 
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The Goſpel for Saturday the ſecond 
| week in Lent, St. Luke xv. 
| Ee] Of the prodigal child, 1 
| | | ND he ſaid, a certain man had tau. 
| | ſons, and the younger of them ſaid ts hi; 
| father, Father giue me the portion of ſubſtanct 
that belongeth to me : and he divided unto them 
1 the ſub/tance. And not many days after, th: 
younger fon gathering all his things together, 
went from home into a far country, and ther: | 
| ; be waſted all his ſubſtance, living riotouſſh. 
And after he had ſpent all, there fell a ſor: | 
(- famine in that country, and he began io be in | 
need : and he went and cleaved to one of the 
citixent of that country, and he ſent him int» | 
his farm to feed ſwine. And he would fain 
baue filled his belly of the huſks that te | 
Aid eat, and no body gave unto him. And re- 
Turning to himſelf, he ſaid, How many of m] 
father's hirelings have abundance of bread, and \ 
| 4 here periſb for famine? I will ariſe and will 
20 to my father, and ſay to him, Father I have | 
fanned againſt heaven, and before thee, I aw 
nut now worthy to be called thy ſon ; make me 
as one of thy hirelings. And riſing up he came | 
zo his father ; and when he was yet far off, | 
his-father ſaw him, and was moved with mer- 
ate bf Oo; 
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ty ; and running to him fell upon his neck and 
hifſed him. And his ſon ſaid to him, Father, 1 
have ſinned againſt heaven, and before thee, I 
am not now worthy to be called thy ſon. And 
the father faid to his ſervants, Quickly bring 
forth the fir/t flole, and do it on him, and put 
a ring upon his hand, and ſhoes upon his feet : 
bring the fatted calf, and kill it, and let us 
eat and make merry, becauſe this my ſon was 
dead, and is revived ; was hoſt and is found. 
And they began to make merry. But his elder 
ſon was in the field, and when he came and 
drew nigh to the houſe, he heard muſic and 
dancing ; and he called to one of his ſervants, 
and aſked what theſe things ſhould be; and he 
faid to him, Thy brother is come, and thy fa- 
ther hath killed the fatted calf, becauſe he hath 
received him ſafe. But he had indignation, 
and would not go in. His father therefore go- 
ing forth, began to deſire him. But he anſwer- 
ing, faid to his father, Behold ſo many years do 
J ſerve thee, and I never tranſgreſſed thy com- 
mandment, and thou didſt never give me a hid 
to make merry with my friends, But after 
that this thy ſon, that hath devoured” his ſub- 
flance with whores, is come, thou haſt killed 
for him the fatted calf. But he ſaid to him, 
Son, thou art always with me, and all my 
things are thine : but it behaved us to make 


merry 


\ 
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merry and be glad, becauſe this thy brother was 
dead, and is revived ; was loſt, and is found, 


MoxKALITIES, 


I. TAI parable is a true table expreſ- 
| ſing the excurſions of a prodigal ſoul, 
and her return to the mercy of God by the 
way of repentance, Note, that the firſt ſtep 
which ſhe trod toward her own deſtruction 
(as Cain did) was her departing from God; 
not by changing of place, but of heart. It 
departed from the chiefeſt light, which made 
it fall into an eclipſe of reaſon, and fo into 

| rs darkneſs. She diverted herſelf 

om the greateſt bounty, which made her 
incline toward all wickedneſs, (being ſtray- 
ed from her ſovereign Being) and made her 
become juſt nothing. 


2. She continued in ſin, as in a coun- 


try which was juſt nothing, where ſhe was 
vexed on all fides with diſquiet, with cares, 
with fears and diſcontents. All fins toſs 
their followers, as the ball is toſled at tennis. 
Vanity ſends them to pride; pride to vio- 
lence ; violence to avarice ; avarice to am- 
— ; — to pomp and * ; pomp 
to gluttony.; giuttony to luxury; luxury to 
idleneſs: Alenef to — and — 
and poverty brings them to all ne. 

AF Jt ery. 
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ſery. For all miſchiefs follow a wicked 
ſoul, which, departing from God, thinks 
to find a better condition. | 

3. Affliction opens the eyes of man, and 
makes him come to himſelf, that he may 
the better return to God. There is no joure 
ney ſo far as when a man departs from him« 
ſelf, not by place but by manners: A ſea 
of licentiouſneſs interpoſeth itſelf between 
his ſoul and innocence, to divorce her from 
the way of goodneſs : but God's grace is a 
burning wind which dries it up ; and having 
brought man to himſelf, takes him by the 
hand and leads him even to God, 

4. O what a happy thing it is to conſider 
the effects of God's mercy in the entertain- 
ment of the good father to his prodigal fon: 
The one had loſt all which 'dtoa 
good ſon ; but the other had not loſt 
what belong'd to a good father. The fon 
had yet ſaid nothing, when paternal affecti- 
on pleaded for him in the heart of his father, 
who felt the dolours of a ſpiritual lab6ur ; 
and his entrails were moved to give a ſecond 
birth. to his ſon. Though he was old, yet 
he went the pace of a young man : charity 
gives him wings to fly to the embraces of his 
loſt child. He is moſt joyful of all that 
comes with him, even of his very poverty. 

This, 


N 
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This, without doubt, ſhould give us a mar- 
vellous confidence in God's mercy, when | 
we ſeek it with hearty repentance. It is 
a ſeaot bounty which waſheth away all that | 
is amiſs. Since he hath changed « & name | 
of maſter into that of father, he will rather 
command by love than reign by a predomi- 
nate power. No man ought to deſpair of 
pardon, except he, who can be as fully | 
wicked as God is good: none is fo merci- | 
ful as God, none is fo good a father as he: 
for when you may have loſt your part of 
all his virtues, you can never, (while you 
live) loſe the poſſibility of his mercy. He 
will receive you between his arms without 
any other reaſon but your return by repen- 
Tance. | $ 
5. The ſame parable is alſo a true glaſs, 
ſhewing the life of thoſe unthrifts, who | 
think they are born only for ſport, for their 
bellies, and for pleaſure. They imagine | 
their fathers keep for them the golden mines 
of Peru; and their life being without go- | 
vernment, their expences are without mea- | 
ſure. Some of them run through the world; 
they wander into all places, but never enter | 
into a conſideration of themſelves. 'I hey 
return from foreign parts loaden with debts, | 
and bring home nothing but ſome 2 g 
, taUtzCa Þ 
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fathers are cauſes of their faults, by 


85 
taſtical faſhions, cringes, and corantos. 
There are many of them in whom pride and 
miſery continue inſeparable, after they have 
loſt their money and their brains. Their 
gather- 
ing ſo much wealth for thoſe who know not 
how to uſe it. Yet, if they have the true 
repentance of the prodigal child, he muſt 
not deny them pardon : but mercy muſt 
not be had of thoſe who aſk it by a ſtrong 
hand, or ſeek it by a counterfeit ſorrow, 


ASPIRATIONS. 


1 is an accurſed wandering, to travel into 
the country of nothing. Where plea- 
ſure drops down as water from a ſtorm; the 
miſerable conſequences whereof have leaden 
feet, which never remove from the heart. 
Good God ! what a country is that, where 
the earth is made of quick-filver, which 


ſteals itſelf from under our feet when we - 


think to tread upon it? What a country is 
that, where, if a man gathered one — of 
roſes, he muſt be forced to eat a thouſand 
thorns, and be companion with the maſt 
naſty filthy beaſts, in their ſtinking ordures, 
and be glad to eat of their loathlome draff 
for want of other meat ? Alas, I have 
ſuffered, and ſuch a miſery as this is neceſ- 

H | ſary 
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ſary to make me remember the happineſs ix 
which I poſſeſſed in thy houſe. O merciful i 
father, behold my prodigal foul which re- 
turns to thee, and will have no other advo- 
cate but thy goodneſs ; which as yet pleads 
for me within thy heart. I have conſumed 
all that I had, but I cannot conſume thy 
mercy ; for that is an abyſs which ſurpafleth 
that of my ſins and miſeries. Receive me 
as a mercinary ſervant, if I may not obtain 

the name of a ſon. Why ſhouldſt not 
thou receive that which is thine, ſince the | 
wicked ſpirits have taken that which was not 
theirs? Father ſhew me mercy, ot elſe 
ſhew me a heart more fatherly than thine ; 
and if neither earth nor heaven can find the 
like, to whom wouldſt thou have me go 
but to thyſelf, who doſt not yet ceaſe to call 


me ? 


The Goſpel for the third Sunday in 
Lent, St. Luke xi. 
Jeſus caſt out the devil which was dumb. 


ND he was caſting out a devil, ani 
— that was dumb. And when he had caſt 
out the devil, the dumb ſpake, and the multi- 
tue marvelled. And certain of them ſaid, In 
Belzebub the prince of devils he caſteth out de- 
vils. And others, tempting, aſted him a figh 
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from heaven. But he ſeeing their cogitations, 
ſaid to them, Every kingdom divided againſt 
 #tſelf all be made deſolate, and houſe upon 
houſe ſhall fall. And if Satan. alſo be divided 
againſt himſelf, how ſhall his kingdom ſtand ? 
becauſe you ſay, that in Belzebub I do caſt out 
devils; and if I in Belzebub caſt out de- 
vill, your children, in whom do they caſt 
out ? Therefore they ſhall be your judges. But 
if I in the finger of God do caſt out devils, ſurely 
the kingdom of God is came upon you. When 
the flrong armed keepeth his court, thoſe things 
are in peace that he poſſeſſeth ; but if a ſtronger 
than he come upon him, and overcome him, he 
will take away his whole armour wherein he 
truſted, and will diſtribute his ſpoils ; he that 
it not with me, is againſt me; and he that 
gathereth not with me ſcattereth. When the 
unclean ſpirit fhall depart out of a man, he 
wandereth through places without water, ſeek- 
ing ret; and not finding he ſaith, I will re- 
turn into my houſe whence I departed. And 
when he is come, he findeth it ſwept with a be- 
fom, and trimmed. Then he goeth and taketh 
ſeven other ſpirits worſe than himſelf, and, 
entring in, they dwell there. And the laſt of 
that man be made worſe than the firſt. 
And it came to paſs when he ſaid theſe things, 
a certain woman lifting up her voice out of the 
TTY. oP H 2 multitu ie, 
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Al ct, the tongue goes to all: it is ſervant to 
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multitude, ſaid to him, Bleſſed is the womb 
- that bare thee, and the paps t. 4 rs 1 
But he ſaid, yea, rather, bleſſed are they that 
hear the ward of God, and keep it. 4 


2 MonATTTIEsò. | 
1. T HE almond tree is the firſt which 
begins to flouriſh, and is often firſt 
nipt with froſt. The tongue is the firſt thing 
which moves in a man's body, and is { 
caught with the ſnares of ſatan. That man 
deſerves. to be ſpeechleſs all his life, who Wl 
never ſpeaks a word better than ſilence. 
2. 1 the eternal word of God came 
upon earth to reform the words of man: his 
life was a lightning, and his word a thun- 
der, which was powerful in effect, but al- 
ways meaſured within his bounds. He did 
fight againſt ill tongues in his life, and con- 
quered them all in his death. The gall and 
_ vinegar which he took to expiate the fins of 
'this unhappy tongue, do ſhew how great 
the evil was, fince it needed fo ſharp a re- 
medy. He hath cured by ſuffering his do- 
lours, what it deſerved by our committing 
fins. Other vices are determined by one 


all malicious actions, and is generally con- 
federate with the heart in all crimes. 
| 3. We 


fn, 


We 


ſons who have their hearts ſo looſe, that the 


juſt and equal motions of his ſprings; and 
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3. We have juſt ſo much religion as we 
have government of our tongues: A little 
thing ſerves to tame wild beaſts, and a ſmall 
rudder will ſerve to govern a ſhip. Why 
then cannot a man rule ſo ſmall a part of 
his body? It is not ſufficient to avoid lying, 
perjuries, quarrels, injuries, ſlanders and 
blaſphemies; ſuch as the ſcribes and pha- 
riſees did vomit out in the goſpel againſt the 
purity of the ſon of God: we mult alſo re- 
preſs idle talk, and other frivolous and un- 
profitable diſcourſes. There are ſome per- 
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cannot keep them within their breaſts, but 
they will quick]y ſwim upon their lips, with- 
out thinking what they ſay, and ſo make a 
{hift to wound their ſouls. | 
4. Imitate a holy father called Siſus, who 
prayed God thirty years together, every day, 
to deliver him £6 his tongue, as 2 a 
capital enemy : You ſhall never be ve 
chaſte of your body except you do very well 
bridle your tongue: for looſeneſs of the fleſh 
proceeds ſometimes from liberty of the 
tongue. Remember yourſelf, that your 
heart ſhould go like a clock, with all the 


that your tongue is the finger, which ſhews _ 
how all the hours of the day paſs, When 
1 5 3 the 
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the heart goes on one ſide, and the tongue 
on another, it is a ſure deſolation of your 
fpirit's kingdom. If Jeſus ſet it at once at 
peace and quiet, you mult be very careful to 
keep it ſo; and be very fearful of relapſes, 
For the multiplying of long continued fins ! 
brings at laſt hell itfelf upon a man's ſhoul- 
ders, Way 


ASPIRATIONS, 

O ord incarnate, to whom all juſttongues | 
ſpeak, and after whom hearts do 
thirſt and languiſh ; chaſe from us all prat- 
ing devils, and alſo thoſe which are dumb ; 
the firſt provoke and looſe the tongue to ſpeak 
wickedly, and the other bind it when it 
ſhould confeſs the truth. O peace- making 
Solomon, appeaſe the diviſions of my heart, 
and unite all my powers to the love of thy | 
ſervice. Deſtroy in me all the marks of 
Satan's empire, and plant there thy trophies | 
and ſtandards, that my ſpirit be never like 
thoſe devils which ſeek for reſt, but ſhall | 
never find it. Make me preſerve invielable þ 
the houſe of my conſcience, which thou haſt | 
cleanſed by repentance, and cloathed with 
thy graces ; that I may perſevere to the end, 
without relapſes, and ſo obtain happineſs 
without more need of repentance, 


The 
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The Goſpel for Monday the third week 
| in Lent, H. Luke iv. 


Jeſus is required to do miracles in his own 
4 Country. | 
ANP he ſaid to them, certes, you will ſay 
to me this ſimilitude, phyſician cure thy» 
felf : As great things as we have heard dome in 
do af here in the country. And 

le ſaid, Amen, I ſay to you, that no prophet 
is accepted in his own country, In truth, I jay 
to you, there were many widows in the days of 
Elias in Iſrael, when the heavens were ſhut 
three years and ſix months, when there was 4 
great famine made in the whole earth; and to 
none of them was Elias ſent, but unto Sarepta 
of Sidom, to a widow woman. And there were 
many lepers in Iſrael under Elizeus the pro- 
MR 0 mane 1 but Naamay 
2. Syrian, And all in the ſynagogue were 
he = filed with anger, hearing theſe things. And 
\all hey roſe and caſt him out of the city: And 
ble bey brought him to the edge of the hill where- 
aft pon their city was built, that they might throw 
ith n down headlong. But he paſſing through 

nd, (he mudft F them, . went his way. 


MoRALITIES, 
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Monk ALITIEõ. 


1. THE malignity of man's nature un- 
| dervalueth all that which it hath in 
hand, and little eſteems many neceſſary 
things, becauſe they are common. The 
ſun is not counted rare, becauſe it ſhines 
every day; and the elements are held con- 
temptible, ſince they are common to 
the poor as well as the rich. Jeſus was de- 
ſpiſed in his own country, becauſe he was 
there known to all the world; and the diſ- 
dain of that ungrateful nation cloſed the 
hands of his great bounty. Is it not a great 
unhappineſs to be weary and tired with often 
communicating? To be wicked becauſe 
God is good, and to ſhut up ourſelves cloſe 
when he would impart himſelf to us? Men 
make little account of great benefits and 


ſpiritual helps, for that they have them pre- 


ſent. They muſt loſe thoſe favours to know 
them well, and ſeek outragiouſly, without 


effect, what they have kickt _ with | 


contempt becauſe it was eaſily poſleſt, 

2. The choices and elections of God are 
not to be comprehended within our thoughts, 
but they ſhould be adoted by our hearts. He 
is maſter of his own favours, and doth what 


he will in the kingdoms of nature, grace 


and 
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He makes veſlels of potters- 
earth, of d and filver, He makes holy- 
days, and working-days, faith the wiſe 
man.. His liberties are as free to him as his 
hts. We muſt not examine the reaſon 
why he doth elevate ſome and abaſe o- 
thers, Our eye muſt not be wicked becauſe 
his heart is good. Let us content ourſelves 
that he loves the humble, and to know, that 
the loweſt place of all is moſt ſecure, No 
man is made reprobate without 2 3 no 
man is ſaved without mercy. God "_ 
men, to repair in many that which he » 
made; and alſo to puniſh, in the perſons 
many, that which he hath not made, — 
3. Jeſus doth not cure his brethren, and 
yet cures ſtrangers ; to ſhew that his pow- 
ers are not tied to any nation, but to » 
own will. So likewiſe the graces of G 
are not to be meaſured according to the 
nature of him who receives them, but by 
the pure bounty of him who gives them, 
The humility of ſome doth call him, * 
the preſumption of others doth eſtrange 8 
The weak grounds of a dying law did no 
to the Jews, who diſdained the grace 
of Jeſus Chriſt : and that diſdain um yo 
them of their adoption; of the gory of 


and glo 


New Teſtament ; of all the pr 2-6 
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of all magiſtracy. They loſt all, becauſe 
they would keep their own wills. Let us 
learn by the grace of God to deſire earneſt- 
ly that good which we would obtain effectu- 
ally. Perſons diſtaſted and ſurfeited cannot 
advance much in a ſpiritual life. And he 
that ſeeks after perfection coldly, ſhall ne- 
ver find it. f 
ASPIRATIONS. 
* Y beauties, moſt ſweet Jeſus, are 
without ſtain, thy goodneſs without 
reproach, and all thy converſation without 
importunity. God forbid I ſhould be of 
the number of thoſe ſouls which are diſtaſted 
with Manna, and languiſh after the onions 
of Egypt. The more I taſte thee, the more 
T incline to do thee honour. Familiarity 
with an infinite thing begets no contempt, 
but only from thoſe whom thou doſt de- 
ſpiſe for their own faults. O what high 
| ſecrets are thy favours | O what abyſſes are 
thy graces! We may wiſh and run; but, 
except thou co-operate, nothing is done. If 
thou ceaſe to work, all is undone, I put all 
my happineſs into thy hands : It is thou a- 
lone which knoweſt how to chooſe what we 
moſt need, by thy ſovereign wiſdom, and 
thou giveſt it by thy extream bounty. * 
5 ; 4 Þg 


weren 
e 1 


Entertainments for Lent. 95 


The Goſpel for Tueſday the third wert 
neſt- in Lent, St. Matthew xvii. 


<Qu- W 1: thy brother offend thee, tell him of it alone. 


id he UT if thy brother ſhall offend againſt 
ne- thee, go and rebuke him between thee and 
N him alone ; and if he ſhall hear thee thou ſhalt 
gain thy brother; and if be will nat hear thee, 
join with thee beſides one or two, that in the 
are Wl mouth of two or three witneſſes, every word 
hout WH may /fand. And if he will not hear them, tell 
hout WW the church; and if he will not hear the church; 
e of It him be to thee as the heathen and the publi- 
aſted Wl can. Amen, I ſay to you, whatſoever ye ſhall 
ions bind upon earth, ſhall be bound alſa in heaven 
nore ¶ And whatſoever ye ſhall looſe upon earth, ſhall 
arity .be /ooſed in heaven. Again I ſay to you, that if 
two of you ſhall conſent upon earth, concerning 
very thing whatſoever they aſk, it ſhall be done 
to them of my father which is in heaven : for 
where there be two or three gathered in my 
name, there am I in the midſt of them. 
I Then came Peter unto him, and ſaid, Lord, 
t all ¶ Gow often ſhall my brother offend againſt me, 
u a- and I forgive him? until ſeven times; Feſus 
t we I /aid unto him, I ſay not to thee until ſeven 
and meg, but until ſeventy times ſeven times. 


MoRALITIES, 
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* 


Mon ALTrIEsS. 


TAE heavens are happy that they go 
always in one meaſure, and in fo | 
eat a * of ages do not make one 
ſe ſtep : but man is naturally ſubject to 
fail, He is full of imperfections; and if he 
have any virtues he carries them like duſt a- 
inſt the wind, or ſnow againſt the fun, 
his is the reaſon which teaches him that | 
he needs good advice. 
2. It is ſomewhat hard to give right cor- | 


redtion, but much harder ro receive it pro- 


fitably. Some are ſo very fair ſpoken, that 
they praiſe all which they ſee ; and becauſe j 


ay will find nothin ami they are ordi- 
good to no doch. f They ſhew to 


thoſe an they Aatter, their virtues in 
great and their faults in little; they will ſay to 
thoſe who are plunged in great diſorders, | 


they have no other fault but that they are 


not ' fufficiently careful of their own health, | 
Others do correct with ſuch ſharpneſs and 
violence, that they wound their own hearts 
to cure other mens, and ſeem to have 4 

eater mind to pleaſe their own paſſions 
than to amend thoſe whom they would in- 
ſtrut, Correction ſhould be accompanied 


with ſweetneſs, but it uſt carry _ a 
0 
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little vigour, to make a right temper, and 
to keep a mean between ſoftneſs and auſte- 
rity. Jeſus, in the prophet Ifaiah, is called 
both a rod and a flower: to ſhew us, accord 
ing to Origen, that he carries ſeverity min- 
gled with ſweetneſs; to uſe either of them 
according to the diverſity of perſons. 

3. It is not an eaſy thing to receive bro- 
therly correction patiently, we are fo far in 


| love with being well thought of. And after 


we have loſt the tree of life (which is vir- 
tue itſelf) we would keep the bark of it, 
which is only reputation. All ſhadows pro- 
ceed from thoſe bodies upon which ſome- 
what ſhines ; honour is a child of a known 
virtue : and many, when they cannot get one 
lawful, are willing to have a baſtard. This 
is the cauſe why ſo many reſemble thoſe ſer- 
pents which requite them with poiſon who 
ling to them pleaſant ſongs. W hatſoever is 


| ſpoken to inſtruct them makes them paſſion- 


ate, and dart out angry ſpeeches againſt 


- thoſe who ſpeak to them mild and gentle 


words of truth, and tending to their ſalva- 

tion. Reſt aſſured, that you can never get 

perſection except you count it a glory to 

learn and diſcover your own imperfections. 

4. There is nothing of more force than 

the prayers of juſt 1 1 which are — 
t 


98 Entertainments for Lent. 
ted by the ſame ſpirit, and cemented toge- 
ther with perfect concord. They are moſt | 
powerful both in heaven and earth. When 
they deſire what God will, they are always 
heard; if not accordingto the wiſhes of their | 
own nature, yet according to the great profits | 
of his grace. He is always happy who hath 
that which he would; becauſe he knows how to | 
wiſh whatis fitting, and finds means to obtain 
what he deſires, by reaſon of his abſtinence 
from coveting that which cannot be had. 
5. We muſt not offer to limit our good- 
neſs; but, as it comes from an infinite God, 
we ſhould make it as near being infinite as 
we can. He gives the lie to virtues, who 
will reduce them to a certain number. We 
muſt never be weary of well- doing, but 
imitate the nature of celeſtial things, which 
never make any end but to begin again. 


5 AsPIRATIORs. 


Oo what ſpots are in my ſoul, and how 

little do I look into my own imperfec- 
tions? wilt thou never ſhew me to myſelf, 
for ſome good time, that I may cure myſelf 
by horror of ſeeing what I am, fince I do fo 
often wound myſelf by being too indulgent 
to my own naughty affections? It is a great 
offence to break the glaſs which Ons 
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for an object capable of thy mercy. 
The Goſpel for Wedneſday tbe third 


The phariſees aſked Jeſus, Why do thy 
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eth me to myſelf by brotherly correction, 
and to think I ſhall commit no more fins 
when no body will reprove me. I will 
humble myſelf to the very duſt, and mount 
up to thy glory by contempt of my own 
baſeneſs. Alas, muſt my ſoul be always fo 
far in love with itſelf that it cannot ſuffer 
the remonſtrance of a friend? how will it 
then endure the tooth of an enemy ? What 
can ſhe love, being ſo partial to herſelf, if 
the do not love moſt ugly darkneſs ? O, my 
redoubted maſter, I fear thine eyes which 
ſee thoſe obſcurities which the fooliſh world 
takes to be brightneſs. If I cannot be al- 
ways innocent, make me at leaſt acknow- 
ledge myſelf faulty, that I may know myſelf 
as I am, to the end thou mayſt know me 


week in Lent, St. Matthew xv. 


diſciples contradict ancient traditions ? 
HEN came to him fron 1 uſalem ſcribes 
and phariſees, ſaying, Why do thy diſci- 
ples tranſgreſt the traditon of the ancients ® for 
they waſh not their hands when they eat bread. 
But he anſwering ſaid to them, Why do you 
| 12 alſo 
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alſo tranſereſs the commandment of God for 
your tradition? for God ſaid, Honour father 
and mother : and he that ſhall curſe father or 
mother, dying, let him die. But you ſay, 


Whoſ oever ſhall ſay to father or mother, The i 
gift whatſoever proceedeth from me ſhall pro fr | 


thee, and ſhall not honour his father or his 
mother : and you have made fruſtrate the com- 
 mandment of God for your own tradition, 
Hypecrites, well hath 1ſaiah propheſied of you, 
ſaying, This people honoureth me with their lips, 
but their heart is far from me. And in vain 


do they worſhip me, teaching doctrines and | 


commandments of men. 
And having called together the multitudes 


Not that which entreth into the mauth 
defileth a man, but that which proceedeth out of 
the mouth, that defileth a man. Then came 
bis diſciples, and ſaid to him, Doft thou know 
that the phariſees when they heard this word 
were ſcandaliſed ? But he anſwering ſaid, All 

ing which my heavenly father hath nat 
planted ſhall be rooted up. Let them alone, 
blind they are, guides of the blind and if the 
blind be guide to the blind, both fall into a ditch. 
And Peter anſwering, ſaid to him, Expound us 
this parable, But he ſaid, Are you alſo with- 
out underſtanding ® Do you not —_—_— 

i 


unte him, he ſaid to them, Hear ye and under- | 
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that all that enters into the mouth goeth into the 
belly and is cat forth into the privy ? But the 
things that proceed out of the mouth come forth 
from the heart, and thoſe things defile a man. 
For from the heart comes forth evil cogitations, - 
murders, advouteries, fornications, thefts, ere, 
teſtimonies, blaſphemies : theſe are the things 
that defile ; but to eat with unwaſhen hands 
doth not defile a man. | 


OT MokrALI1TIES, 
I. THE ſpirit of man is wretched, and 
1 -makes itſelf buſineſs by being diſ- 
quieted with petty things : and tormenting 
it himſelf with formalities whilſt it lives in a 
deep neglect of all that which is moct eſſen- 
tial to her ſalvation. The phariſees did place 
their perfections in waſhing themſelves every 
hour of the day ; in bearing writs of the law 
upon their foreheads and thorns upon their 
heels; but made no ſcruple to take away 
the honour due to fathers and mothers from 
their children: to make ſpoil of the world 
by a ravenous avarice, which took ugon it 
the appearance of piety, and to give up in- 
nocent blood under the ſhew of juſtice. The 
world doth now furniſh itſelf with ſuch- like 
devotions. Some make it a fin to look upon 
a fair flower with delight, to eat with a good 


13 appetite, 
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appetite, to drink cool wine in hot weather, 
to burn a piece of paper upon which, the | 
name of Jeſus is written, to tread upon 
two ſtraws that lie acroſs: But to ſet mo- 
ney to uſury, to remember injuries for ever, 
to keep a poor workman's wages, to oppreſs 
the weak, to accuſe the innocent, to ſpoil 
miſerable perſons; theſe are the little ſins 
which paſs for virtues in this world. Aſſure 
yourſelf that ſuch proceedings are abomina- 
ble before God, and there can be no better 
devotion in the world than to have a true 
and right feeling of God : and to live in ho- | 
neſty, not ſophiſticated, but ſuch as is pro- 
duced out of the pure lights of nature. I he 
conſcience of hypocrites is a ſpider's web, 
whereof no garment can ever be made. 
Hypocriſy is a very ſubtle fault, and a ſecret 
poiſon which kills other virtues with their ( 
own ſwords. * | 
2. Jeſus is our great maſter, who hath n 
abridged fix hundred and thirteen precepts Wl 
of the Old Teſtament within the lawof love. WW 
Do but. love, faith St. Auguſtine, and do ft 
m 
10 
by 
t 


what you will: But then your love muſt go 
to the right fountain, which is the heart of 
God. It is in him you muſt cheriſh and 
honour your neareſt friends; and for him 


alſo you are bound to love even your * vi 
5 c 
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f, eſt enemies, Be not afraid to ſhew him your 
he heart ſtark naked, that he may pierce it with 
on his arrows; for the wounds of ſuch an ar- 
o- cher are much more precious than rubies. 
ir, Von fhall gain all by loving him; and death 
eſs itſelf, which comes from. his love, is the 
dil gate of life. If you love him truly you will 
have the three conditions of love; which 


n9 
Ire are, to ſerve him, 'to imitate him, and to 
la- ſuffer for him. You muſt ſerve him with 
ter all fidelity in your prayers and all your 
ue actions; you muſt imitate him what you 
0- poſſibly can in all the paſſages of his life, 
0- I 2nd you muſt hold it for a glory to partici- 
he pate, with a valiant patience, all the fruits 
b, of his croſs. | 
le. . nd. 1 
* AspIRATTORs. 
eir Great God, who judgeſt all hearts and 
doſt penetrate the moſt ſecret retire- 
th ments of our conſciences, drive away from 
pts me all counterfeit phariſaical devotions, 
ve. WH Which are nothing but ſhews, and cannot 
do ſubſiſt but by falſe appearances. O my God, 
go my Jeſus, make me keep the law of thy 
of, love and nothing elſe. It is a yoke which 
nd brings with it more honour than burthen ; 


it is a yoke which hath wings, but no hea- 
vinels, Make me ſerve thee, O my maſter, 
; | : ſince 5 
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ſince thou beholdeſt the ſervices of all the 
angels under thy feet: make me imitate 
thee, O my redeemer, fince thou art the 
original of all perfections: make me ſuffer 
for thee, O king of the afflicted, and that 
I may not know what it is to ſuffer, by 
knowing what it is to love. 


The Goſpel for Thurſday the third week 
in Lent, St. Luke iv. 


Jeſus cured the fever of Simon's mother - in- 
ä law. 

2 D Teſus raiſing up out of the ſynagogue, 
1 entred into Simon's houſe, and Simon's 
wifes mother was holden with a great fever, 
and they beſought him for her. And flanding 
over her he commanded tha fever, and it lift 
ber and incontinent riſmg ſhe miniſtred untq 
them, And when the ſun was down, all that 
were 17 of ſundry maladies brought them 
to him : but he impoſing hands upon every ont 
cured them, And devils went out from many, 
crying and ſaying that thou art the ſon of God. 
And rebuking them he ſi ered them not to ſpfak 
| that they knew he was Chriſt, And when it 
was day, going forth he went into a deſert place, 
ant the multitudes ſought him, and came even 
unte him; and they held him that he ſhould not 
U | Aepart 
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depart them. To whom he ſaid, That 
to wt almoſt I evangelize 2 kingdom 
of G; becauſe therefore I was ſent. 144 b 
was preaching in the ſynagogues of Galilee, 


MorAtiTiEs  _ 
I. A Soul within a ſick body, is a princeſs 
that dwells in a ruinous houſe : health 
is the beſt of all temporal goods; without 
which all honours are as the beams of an 
eclipſed ſun: riches are unpleaſing and all 
pleaſures are languiſhing. All joy of the 
heart ſubſiſts naturally in the health of the 
body. But yet it is true that the moſt health · 
ſul perſons are not always the moſt holy, 
What profit is there in that health which 
ſerves for a provocation to fin, for an in- 
left WM ticement to worldly pleaſure and a gate to 
e death? The beſt fouls are never better nor 
that ſtronger than when their bodies are ſick ; 
then their diſeaſes are too hard for their mortal 
on. bodies, but their courage is invincible. It 
„ba great knowledge to underſtand our own 
6% inhrmities. Proſperity keeps us from the 
pat view of them, but adverſity ſhews them to 
us. We ſhould hardly know what death 
lace, ¶ is, if ſo many diſeaſes did not teach us every 
Yes day that we are mortal. Semiramis, the 
„proudeſt of queens, had made a law, where 
' y 
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by ſhe was to be adored inſtead of all the 
gods; but being humbled by a great ſick- 
neſs, ſhe acknowledged herſelf to be but a 
woman. ieee * * 
2. All the apoſtles pray for this hol 
woman which was ſick, bur ſhe herſelf 
asked nothing, nor did complain of any 
thing. She leaves all to God, who is only 
maſter of life and death. She knew that he 
who gives his benefits with ſuch bounty, 
hath the wiſdom to chooſe thoſe which are 
moſt fit for us. How do we know whether 
we deſiring to be delivered of 2 fit of ſick- 
neſs, do not aſk of God to take —_ a gift 
which is very neceſſary for our ſalvation! 
That malady or affliction which makes us 
diſtaſte worldly pleaſures, gives us a diſpo- 
ſition to taſte the joys of heaven. 
3. How many ſick perſons in the heat of 
a fever promiſe much, and when they are 
well again, perform nothing? That body 
which carried all the marks of death in the 
face, is no ſooner grown ſtrong by health, 
which rejoiceth the heart and fills the veins 
with blood, but it becomes a flave to fin, 
The gifts of God, being abuſed, ſerve for 
nothing but to make it wicked, and fo the 
foul is killed by recovery of the fleſh, But 
this pious woman is no ſooner on foot, yo 
* 0 
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ſhe ſerves the author of life, and employs 
all thoſe limbs Jeſus cured of a fever, to 
prepare him ſome proviſions to refreſh him. 


He that will not uſe the treaſures of heaven 
with acknowledgment, deſerves never to 


ſelf keep them. When a man is recovered 
any from a great ſickneſs, as his body is renew- 
Mnly Ned by health, ſo on the other fide he ſhould 
t he ¶ renew his ſpirit by virtue. The body, faith 
nty, St. Maximus, is the bed of the foul, where 
are {Wit ſleeps too eaſily in continual health and 
ther Wi forgets itſelf in many things: but a good 
ick- Wl round fickneſs doth not only move but turn 
gift WF over this bed, which maketh the ſoul awake 
on! to think on her ſalvation and make a total 
s- us WW converſion, 
50 ASPIRATIONS, 
it of O Vo! incarnate, all fevers and devils fly 
are before the beams of thy redoubted face. 
ody Muſt nothing but che heat of my paſſions 
the ¶ always reſiſt thy powers and bounties? To 
ilth, ¶ what maladies and indiſpoſitions am J ſub- 
eins ¶ jet? I have more diſeaſes in my ſoul than 
fin, limbs in my body. My weakneſs bends 
for under thy ſcourges, and yet my fins conti- 


the nue ſtill unmoveable. Stay, O benign 
But Lord, ſtay thyſelf near me. Caſt upon my 


but Gull and heavy eyes one beam from thoſe 
ſhe thine 
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thine eyes which make all ſtorms clear, and] 
all diſaſters happy. Command that my 
weakneſs leave me, and that I may ariſe to 
rform my ſervices due to thy greatneſs, a 
will for ever owe my falvation to thy inf 
nite power and bounty, ; 


The Goſpel for Friday the third ec 
in Lent, St. John iv. 


Of the Samaritan woman at Jacob's well 
near Sichar. : 


E cometh therefore into à city of Sam 
ria, which is called Sichar, befule th} 
manor that Facob gave to Foſeph his fon, ani 
there was there the fountain of Faceb : Joſu 
therefore wearied of his journey, ſat down apm 
the fountain. It was about the ſixth hour. i 
e cometh a woman of Samaria to drauf 
water, Jeſus ſaith to her, Give me to drini:| 
For his I” es were gone into the city to bi 
meat : Therefore that Samaritan woman ſat 
to him, How deft thou, being a Few, ae 
me to drink, which am a Samaritan woman * 
For the Jews do not communicate w* h the Sa- 
maritans, Teſus anſwered and ſu.a unto her, 
If thou n God and who i 
is that ſaith unto thee Give me to drink, thu 
perhaps would/t have aſſed of him, and _ | | 
Tu 
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— 1 
111... —⁰!AT—ͤ— — ˙ P — A — — 2 — - [ | i l 


Entertainments for Lent. tog 
would have given thee living water. The 
woman ſaith to him, Sir, neither haſt thou 
wherein to draw, and the well is deep, whence 
haſt thou the living water ? Art thou greater 
than our father Jacob who gave us the' well, 
and himſelf drank of it and his children and his 
cattle ® Feſus anſwered and ſaid to her, Every 
one that drinketh of this water ſhall thirſt again; 
but he that ſhall drink of the water that I will 
_ grve him fhall not thir/t for ever - but the water 
weiß that 7 twill give him ſhall become unto him a 
DIR fountain of water ſpringing up unto liſè ever- 
Sama Þ| 15 ng. 2 w_— faith * dow Led give 
le t ne this water, that I may not tbirſt nor come 
, an hither to draw, | 
Jeſu Feſus 2 to her, Gs call thy huſband and 
1 % come hither. The woman anſwered and ſaid, 
r. # have no huſband. Jeſus ſaith to her Thou 
drav / ſaid well, that I have no huſband : for 
rink 1 thou haſt had five huſbands, and hs whom 
to by thou now haſt is net thy huſband. This thow 
ſaith ll , ſaid truly. 8 
aſe of 7 he woman ſaith to him, Lord, ¶ percetve 
nan ? ll that thou art a prophet. Our fathers edered 
be S- this mountain, and you ſay that Teruſalem 
o her, n is the place where men muſi adore. 75 ſaith 
tho it to her, Woman believe me that the hour ſhdll 
th come when you ſball neither in this mountain 
ud „Lor in Jeruſalem adore the father, Dau adore 
MD > thas 
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that you know not : we adore that we know : far 
ſalvation is of the Fews : But the hour cometh 
and now is when the true adorers ſhall adore the 
father in ſpirit and verity. For the father ſeek- 
eth ſuch to adore him. God is a ſpirit, and they 
that adore him muſt adore him in ſpirit and ve- 
* rity. The woman ſaith to him, I know that 
Meſſias cometh, which is called Chriſt, there- 
ore when he cometh, he will ſhew us all things. 
Jeſus ſaith to her, I am he that ſpake with thee, 
And incontinent his diſciples came; and * 

marvelled that he talked with a woman, M 
man for all that ſaid, what ſeekeſt thou, or 
why talkeſt thou with her? The woman there- i 
fore left her water-pot, and ſbe went into the il 
city and ſaith to thoſe men, Come and ſee a man 
that hath told me all things whatſoever I have il 
done: is not he Chriſt? They went forth i 


J 
ther efe ore out of the city and came to him, 3 
In the mean time his diſciples deſired him, 
ſaying Rabbi eat. But he ſaid to them, I haut 4 : 
meat to eat that ye know not. The diſciples A 
hereforg ſaid one to another, hath any man 1 
brought him for to cat? Jeſus ſaith to them, 
My meat is to do the will of him that ſent ne, 
to perfect his work, Do nat you ſay, that yet 
there are four months and . cometh ? i 
Behold I jay te you, lift up your eyes and ſes if 
the countries, that they are white already u 
harveſt : and hg that reapeth recetveth hire, and 
| 5 gatheret? if 
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#4 far 
0 uit unto life everlaſting, that both 

* 5 that 72 and 2 rien Nog rejoice 
* the NN, For in this is the ſaying true, that 
1 " it is one man that ſoweth and it is another that 
1 7 reapeth. I have ſent you to reap that which 

re: you laboured-not : others have laboured, and 
* 7 you have entred into their labours. 
2 And of that city _y believed in him of 1 the 
7. L Samaritans, for the word of the woman giving 
ö v teſtimony that he told me a (thing what . 

* = have done. Therefore when the Samaritans 

"8 tuere come to him, they defired him that he 

Ty Tl would tarry there, 2 he tarried there two 

— days. And many more believed for his own . 
fo the word : and they ſaid to the woman, That nou 
| be r for thy ſaying do we believe for ourſelves 

| 20 = have heard, and do know that this is the Savi- 
fort a of the world indeed. | | 
him, | MoRALITIES. | 
have HE God of all power is weary, the | 
ciples main ſea defires a — of ſalt- water 
man the king of angels becomes a ſuppliant for a | 
hem, little part of all that which is his own. This 
mne, goſpel ſhews us cleatly the love of God to- ö 
at yet ward human nature, and infinite zeal which IF 
th? he hath to the ſalvation of ſouls. Is it not | 
4 ſee a thing which ſhould load us with confuſion, ſ! 
ly to to ſee that he who is filled with all felicities 
and hath 5 one thirſt, which is, that we y 
reth K 2 ſhould | 
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ſhould thirſt after him, and that we ſhould 
make chjef account of that living-water 
which he carrieth within his breaſt, which 
indeed | properly 1 is grace, the ouly way to 


21 Behold the difference between Jacob's 
well and the well of Jeſus ; between con- 
tentments of the world and the pleaſures of 
God. The well of Jacob is common to 
men and beaſts, to ſhew unto us that a man 
which glorifieth himſelf of his ſenſual de- 
lights, makes a trophy of his own 1 
and a triump h of his own fault. It is juſt 

2s if . forſaking his crown 


and throne, to transform himſelf into a beaſt, 
ſhould brag that he _ ot a handſome ſtable 
and very ry good t the fountain of 

S # 


Jeſus holds in it 520 water of graces, 4 
wholeſom water, pure and chriſtalline ; | 
which brings us to the ſociety of angels. 
The water of Jacob, tho it be but a water 
for beaſts, yet it is hard to obtain, There 
are many which run mad after riches, ho- 
nours and contentments of this world, and | 
dan neyer come to poſſeſs them: They live 
in a mill, and gain nothing out of it but the 
noiſe and duſt : they turn round about upon 
the wheel of diſquiet, and never reſt. But 


#3 goof fortune ſometimes caſtthem a has, 
re 
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there are an hundred dogs which ſtrive to 
catch it. All their life is nothing but ex- 
N and their end only deſpair. 

hereas the well of Jeſus is open to all the 
world: he ſeeketh, he aſketh, he calleth, 
he giveth gratis, he requireth nothing of us 
but ourſelves, and would have us for no 
other reaſon. but only to make us happy. 


The well of Jacob begetteth thirſt, but 


doth not quench it. Do not you conſider 
that the Samaritan woman left her pot there 
and did not drink ? After ſo many fantoms 
and illuſions, which do amuſe worldli 

they muſt part from the world with great 
thirſt. But the fountain of our Saviour frees 
us from the deſire of all creatures, and doth 
eftabliſh within man's ſpirit an object of 
which the heart can never loſe the delight. 
O happy Samaritan ! faith St. Ambroſe, 


which left her pot empty, that ſhe might _ . 


return full of Jeſus Chriſt. She did no 
wrong to her- fellow citizens, for if ſhe 
brought no water to town, yet ſhe. made the 
fountain itſelf come thither. 


3. Is it not a ſhameful thing that God 


ſhould ſeek us amongſt the heats of his love 


and ſufferings 


and yet we cannot be content with him ? 
| IB ONE Shall 


; defire nothing but us; is 
contented with the poſſeſſion of our heart, 
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Shall not we forſake all the diſorders of g 
ſenſual life which hinder the effect of God's | 
race ? Shall not we forſake and leave . | 
hind us our pitcher, bidding farewell to all 
thoſe occaſions which lead us to ſin, to 
avaid that fire een we haye reaſon ig 
fear the ſmoke 


13 
O Unexhauſtible fountain of all beauties, 
that my foul hath been long alien- 
ated from 4 ! I have ſo many times run 
after the ſalt waters of worldly pleafures and 
contentments, which have not ceaſed to 


kindle a wicked thirſt within my veins, in 
Juch a violent proportion that I could not 
guench it. But now, O ſweet Saviour, my 

being weary and diſtaſted with all the 
fading delights of this tranſitory world doth 
langu iſh inceſſantly after thee. Whether 
he þ break of day doth begin to gild the 
mountains with Wes brightneſs, whether the 
| fun be advanced high in his courſe, or whe- 
ther the night do caſt a dark veil over all 
mortal things, I ſeek and defire thy enter- 
taigments, which are the only. ſweet ideag 
of my foul. I plunge myſelf within the 
contemplation of thy greatneſs ; I adore thy 
| dener the ai which torments me, by | 


loving | 


—— . 
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loving thee, is ſo precious that I wand not 
loſe it to drink of nectar, and JI can never 
quench it but in the 8 of thoſe delights 
and pleaſures which proceed from the throne 
of the holy lamb. 


The Goſpel for Saturday the third week 
x Lent, St. John viii. 


Of the woman found in adultery. 
N D Feſus went into the mount Olivet, 

4 and early in the morning again he came 
inte the temple ; and We came 10 him, 
and ſitting he taught them. 

And the ſcribes and dharifees bri 
woman taken in adultery, they did fet be als 
mid/t, and ſaid to him, Maſter, this Woman 
was even now taken in adultery, and in the 
law of Moſes it's commanded to ftone ſuch e 
what ſay/t thou therefore ? And this they ſaid 

tempting him, that they might accuſe him. But 
25 bouied himſelf down, go with his. finger 
trote in the earth. When they therefore con» - 
tinued aſking bim, he lifted up himſelf and 
faid to them, He that is without fin of you, 
let him firſt throw the fone at her. And d. 
gain bowing himſelf, he wrote in the earths 
And they hearing went out one by one, begin- 
*. at the ſenjors, and Jeſus alone TRY 
4 


I 
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and the woman /landing in the midft : and 
eſus lifting up himſelf ſaid to her, Where ar 

25 that accuſed — rd 2 * —— 

thee? Who ſaid, No man Lord. And Jeſu 

ſaid, Neither will I condemn thee. Go, and 

now fm no more. | | 


MoRALITIES, 


I. MEN naturally love better to cenſure 
= the life of another than to examine 
their own. The ravens accuſe doves, and 
he fits often upon a tribunal to condemn 
vice who doth lodge it in his heart. Many 
reſemble the cocks which crow againſt a 
baſiliſk, and yet bear the ſeed of it in their 
intrails. Reaſon would always that we be- 
gin to reform others by the cenſure of our 
own life. No word can carry ſuch life and 
vigour with it as that which 1s followed by 
Action. To talk all and do nothing, is to 
build with one hand and deſtroy with the 
other. The land of the living ſhall never 
be for thoſe who have their tongues longer 
2. To what purpoſe is it to ſpeak 
words, and yet — ill life? Tn can 
neither hide himſelf from God nor himſelf; 
his conſcience is a thouſand witneſſes. 
Thoſe who were ready to lift _—_ 
4 han 


hands to ſtone the adulterous woman were 
diverted; and departed with confuſion, ſee- 
ing their ſins written in the duſt with certain 
figures to expreſs them. If we could al- 
ways behold our own life before our eyes, 
as à piece of tapeſtry, we ſhould there ſee 
ſo many ſerpents amongſt flowers, that we 
ſhould have more horror of our own ſins 
than will-to cenſure thoſe who are like our- 
ſelves. . F | 

3. God ſhews mercy, but will not ſuffer 
his mildneſs to be abuſed : fin muſt not 
print its ſteps upon his clemency. It is a 
falſe repentance for a man to act that which 
himſelf hath condemned, and after ſo many 
relapſes to take but one fall into everlaſting 
pain. The ordinary gloſs obſerves that our 
dayiour bended down when he wrote upon 
earth, to ſhew that the remembrance of our 


gan to pardon he aroſe up, to teach us what 


ever jov and comfort he takes in the kingdom WP" 


nger his mercy. 

00d | ASPIRATIONS. 

_ Sovereign judge, who fitteſt upon a 
— 5 0 tribunal ſeat borne up with truth and 
ons power, make me rather judge mine own 
ne, lie han cenfure the lives of others, Muſt 


* in * 
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lins lay heavy upon him: but when he be- 
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I be full of eyes without, and blind within? 
ſhew me my ftains, and give me water to 
waſh them out. Alas, I am altogether but 
one ftain, and thou all 1 My ſoul is 
aſhamed to ſee itſelf ſo dark before thy light, 
and to be fo ſmutted over before thine im 
mortal whiteneſs. Do not write me upon 
the ground as a child of the earth, write me 
in heaven fince I am the portion which thou 
haſt purchaſed with thy precious blood: 
blot out my fins, which are but too deeply 
graven upon my hands, and pardon, by 
thine infinite mercy what thou mayſt con- 
demn by juſtice. | | 


The Goſpel for Sunday the fourth week 


in Lent, St. John vi. 
Of the five fiſhes and two barley loaves, 


FTER 715 things Jeſus went beyond 
. the ſea of Galilee, which is of Tiberias; 
and a great multitude followed him, becauſe 
they ſaw the ſigns which he did upon thoſe that 
were fick. Feſus therefore went up into the 
mountain, and there he ſat with his diſciples. 
And the paſch was at hand, the feſtival days of 


the Jews. When Jeſus therefore had lifted 


up his eyes, and ſaw a very great multi- 


tude coming to him, he ſaid to Philip, Whence 
ſhall 


- 
- m_—_ 1 0 
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ſhall we buy bread that theſe may eat ® And 
this he an tempting him, for himſelf knew 

what he would do. Philip anſwered him, 

Two hundred penny worth of bread is not ſuf- 
cient for them that every man may take a little 

piece. One of his diſciples, Andrew the bro- 

ther of Simon Peter, ſaith unto him, There is 

a boy here that hath frue barley loaves and tiuo 

But what are theſe amongſt ſo many? 

Feſur therefore ſaith, Make the men fit down, 

And there was much graſs in the place. The 

men therefore ſat down in number about five 

| thouſand, Teſus ＋ took the loaves, and 

when he had given thanks, be diſtributed to 
them that ſat. In like manner alſo the fiſhes, 
as much as they would, And after they were 
filled he ſaid to + his diſciples, Gather the frag- 
ments that are remaining, leſt they be loft. 

They gathered therefore and filled twelve baſe 

kets with fragments of the frve barley loaves 

which remained to them that had eaten, Thoſe 
men therefore, when they had _ what Jeſus 
had done, ſaid, That this is the prophet indeed 


that is come into the world, Teſus therefore, 


when he knew that they would come to take him 
and make him a bing, he fled again into the * 


mountain Himſelf alone. 


MoRALITIES. 
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MonxArrris. 


1. WHAT a happy thing is it to ſerve 
God, whoſe — Foo is fo wor- 
thy all love? See how he carried him- 
ſeelf toward this poor multitude which follow - 
ed him with ſuch zeal and conſtancy. It 
ſeems they were his children, that he carried 
them all upon his ſhoulders, that he had 
their names, their country, their qualities, 
and the conditions of their ſmall fortunes 
graven in his heart. He is ſo tender over 
them, he ſo afflicts himſelf about them as a 
ſhepherd over his poor flock. He inſtructs 
them, he ſpeaks to them of heavenly things, 
. he heals their maladies, he comforts their 
- fadneſs, he lifts his eyes up to heaven for 
them, and for them he opens his divine 
hands, the treaſures of heaven, and nou- 
riſhes them by a miracle, as they had wholly 
reſigned themſelves to him with ſuch abſo- 
lute confidence, O how are we cheriſhed 
dy heaven, ſince God doth bind himſelf to 
help us: and we ſhould be unfaithful not 
to truſt him, who makes nature itſef fo 
Faithful to us. It is here much to be ob- 
ſerved, that God doth no miracles for his 
dyn profit; he doth not change ſtones into 
bread in the deſert, to rouriſh himſclf * 

55 that. 
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that long faſt which he did there make, but 
for his faithful ſervants he alters the courſe 
of nature; and being auſtere to himſelf, he 
becomes indulgent to us, to teach us that 
we ſhould deſpoil ourſelves of ſelf-love, 
which ties us to our own fleſh, and makes 
us ſo negligent to our neighbour, 

2. What precious thing is to be gotten 
by following the world, that we ſhauld for- 
ſake Jeſus in the deſert, and run after vain 
hopes at court and great mens houſes, where 
we pretend to make ſome fortune? How 
many injuries muſt a man diſſemble? How 
many affronts muſt we ſwallow ? How 
many deadly ſweats muſt he endure -to ob- 
tain ſome reaſonable condition ? How many 
times muſt he ſacrifice his children, engage 
his own conſcience, and offer violences to 
others to advance the affairs of great men ? 
And after many years ſervice, if any fore- 
air'd or ruinous buſineſs committed to his 
charge (in the purſuit whereof he muſt walk 
upon thorns). thall chance to miſcarry, all 

the fault muſt be laid upon a good officer; 
and if he prove unlucky he ſhall ever be 
made culpable, and in the turning of a-hand 
all his good ſervices forgotten and loſt : and 
for a final recompence he muſt be loaden with 


infinite diſgraces, It is quite contrary in 
„ th 
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the ſervice of God, for he encourages our 
virtues, he ſupplies our defects, governs our 
ſpiritual and yet neglects not our temporal 
occaſions. He == cloaths the flowers of 
the meadows more gorgeouſly than mo- 
narchs, who lodges ſo many little fiſhes in 
golden and azure ſhells, he who doth but 
open his hand and repleniſhes all nature with 
bleſſings, if we be faithful in his 
commandments, will never forſake us at 
our need. But yet we find all the difficul- 
ties of the world to put our truſt in him, we 
vilify our cares of eternity, and by 
after worldly things whereby - to live, we 
torment ourſelves, and in the end loſe our 
own. lives. A man that muſt die needs vet 
few worldly things ; a very little cabbin 
ſuffice — but ob 8 il 
not ſatisfy covetouſneſs. 

Jeſus flies from ſceptres and runs to 
the croſs ; he would have no worldly king- 
doms, becauſe their thrones are made of 
ice and their crowns of glaſs. He valued 
the kingdom of God above all things, that 
he might make us partakers of his —— Pun 
conqueſt; an infinite rich prize. But now 
it ſeems that heaven is not a ſufficient king- 

dom for us; men run after land, and itch: 


alter the ambitien of fading greatneſs, and. 
ſometimes 
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 Hmetimes all their life paſſeth away ingreat 
fins, and as preat troubles to get a poor 
title of three letters upon their tomb, Alas! 
do we know better than God in what ho- 
nour conſiſts, that we muſt ſeek after that 
which he did avoid and not imitate that 
Which he followed. | 

Loet us follow God, and believe that where 
he is there can be no deſert or ſolitude for 
us. They ſhall never taſte the delights of 
virtue that feed upon the joys of vanity. All 
worldly pleaſures are comets made fat with 
ſmoke and vapours of the earth ; and in- 
ſtead of giving light and brightneſs, they 
bring forth murders and contagions: But 
the following of God is always ſweet, and 
he which ſuffers thereby, changes his very 
tears into nouriſhment. 


ASPIRATIONS. 
O My God ! ſhall I always run after that 


which flies from me, and never follow 
Jeſus who follows me by incomparable 
paths, and loves me even while I am un- 
1 ? T will no more run after the ſha- 
ows of worldly honour ; I will no more 
have my own will, which both is, and hath 
proved ſo unfaithful. I will put myſelf into 


the happy courſe of 2 diſpoſition — = 
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which ſhall happen unto me, either in time 
or eternity. His careful eye watches over 
me, it is for me that his hands have trea- 
ſures, and the very deſerts poſſeſs abundance. 
O crucified love, the moſt pure of all beau- 
ties, it is for thee that ſo many generous 
champions have peopled the deſerts and | 
ed the ſtreams of bitterneſs and ſorrow, | 
their croſſes after thee, and there- ) 
upon have felt the ſweetneſs of thy viſits a= | 
mongſt their cruel rigours. God forbid that 
I ſhould give the lie to fo great and fo ge- 
nerous a company. I go to thee, and will 
follow thee amongſt the deſerts ; I run not 
after bread, I run after thy divine perſon; 
I will make much of thy wounds, I honour 
thy torments, I will conform myſelf to thee 
that I may find joy amongſt thy dolours, and 
life itſelf amongſt thine infinite ſufferings. 1 


The Goſpel for Monday the fourth week | 
g in Lent, St. John ii. | 


Of the whipping buyers and ſellers out of 
the temple. 


aA D the paſch of the Low was at hand, | 

eſus went up to Feruſalem, and be | 

found in the temple them that ſold oxen, and | 

. and daves, and the bankers ſitting. 2 
when 


—— — —-—— 
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a - when he had made, as it were, a whip of lit- 
ö tle cords, he ca them all out of the temple, the 
, 4% the oxen, and the money of the 
» bankers he poured out, and the tables he over- 
threw. And to them that ſold doves he ſaid, 
take away theſe things hence, and make not the 
houſe of my father a houſe of merchandiſe. And 

| his diſciples remembred that. it is written, the 
) zeal of thy houſe hath eaten me up. The Fetus 
therefore anſivered and ſaid to him, What fign 

Hoft thou ſhew us, that thou deft theſe things? 
25 anſwered and ſaid to them, Di hoe this 
temple, and in three days I will raiſe it. The 
Fews therefore ſaid, in forty and ſix years was | 
this temple built, and wilt thou rai ie it in 
three days ® But he ſpake of the temp of bis |} 
body. Therefore when he was riſen again from | 
| the dead his diſciples remembred that be had ſaid 
this, and they believed the ſcripture and the 
| word that Feſus did ſay. And when he was 
2 Feruſal:m in the 5 * the festival day 

| ny believed in his name, ſceing the ſigns 


kar; he did. 22 us did not commit him+ 

felf unto them, ew all, and becauſe it 

was not needful for * that any ſbould grue 
| 1 of man, fer he knew what was itz 


L 3 MoRALITIER - 
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MoRALI1TIES. 
PIETY is a ſilver chain hanging up aloft 
which ties heaven and earth, ſpiritual 


and temporal, God and man together. De- 
votion is a virtue derived to us from the 


father of all light, who gives us thereby 


means to hold a traffic or commerce wi 
angels. All which is here below, ſinks by 
its proper weight, and leans downwards to- 
wards natural corruption : Our ſpirit, tho? 
it be immortal, would follow the weight of 
our bodies if it were not endued with the 
knowledge of God, which works the ſame 
effect in it as the adamant doth with iron; 
for it pierceth and gives it life, together with 
' a ſecret and powerful ſpirit, from which all 
55 actions take their beginning: You 
all never do any great act, if the honour 
of God and the reverence of ſacred things 


ſhall not accompany all your pretences, For 


if you ground your piety upon any temporal 
reſpects, you reſemble that people which be- 


lieve the higheſt mountains do ſupport the 


ſkies. | 
2. There are no ſins which God doth 


puniſh more rigorouſly nor ſpeedily than 


thoſe which are committed againſt devotion 
and piety : He doth not here take up the 
| ſcourge 


unchaſte perſons, becauſe the church is to 
find a remedy againſt all faults which hap- 
pen in the life of man. But if a man com- 
mit a ſin againſt God's altar, the rem 

grows deſperate. King Ozias felt a leproſy 


' riſe upon his face at the inſtant when he 


made the fume riſe from the cenſor which 
he ufurped from the high- prieſts. Ely the 
chief-prieſt was buried in the ruins of his 
own houſe for the ſacrilege of his chil- 
dren, without any conſideration of thoſe 
long ſervices which he had performed at the 
tabernacle. Keep yourſelf from ſymonies, 


from irreverence in churches and from abu- 
ſing ſacraments. He can have no excuſe . 
which makes his judge a witneſs. 


« Jeſus was violently moved by the zeal 
which he bore to the houſe of his heavenly 
father. But many wicked rich men limit 
their zeal only to their own families. The 
build great palaces upon the people's blood, 
and they nothing care though all the world 
be in a ſtorm ſo long as they and what be- 
longs to them be well covered. But there 


is a revenging God, who doth inſenſibly 


dry up the roots of proud nations, and throws 
diſgrace and infamy upon the faces of thoſe 
who neglect the glories of God's altars to 

Lo advance 
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ſcourge againſt naughty judges, uſurers and 
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advance their own, He who builds with - 
out God doth demoliſh, and whoſoever 
thinks to make any great increafe without 
him ſhall find nothing but ſterility, 
© ASPIRATIONS, N | 
O Moſt pure fpitit of Jeſus, which waſt | 
k conſummate by zeal toward the houſe 
of God, wilt thou never burn my heart 
with thoſe adored flames wherewith thou 
inſpireſt chaſte hearts: Why do we take fo 
much care of our. houſes (which are built 
upon quickſilver, and roul up and down 
upon the inconſiſtancies of human fortune) 
while we have no love nor zeal towards 
- God's church, which is the palace we ſhould * 
chuſe here upon earth, to be as the image 
of heaven above? TI will adore thy altars 
all my life with a profound humility. But 
J will firſt make an altar of my own heart, | 
where I will offer ſacrifice, to which I doubt 
not but thou wilt put fire with thine n 
. 
The Goſpel for Tueſday the fourth 
week in Lent, St. John vii. 


The Jews marvel at the learning of Jeſus, | 
who was never taught. , 
ND when the fe/irvity was now half 

+ done, feſus went up into the temple and 
I. 


— 
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h- taught. And the Fews marvelled, ſayi | 
er How doth this man know letters, IP | 
ut hath not learned? Feſus anſwered them, and | 


ſaid, My deftrine is not mine, but his that 
ent me. If any man will ds the will of him, 


# | +he /hall underſtand of the dodirine whether it 
if ze of God, or 1 Jpeak of myſelf”; he that ſpeak- 
rt  . &th of himſelf ſeeketh his own glory : but he that 
"i © ſecheth the glory of him that ſent him, his is 
o true, and injuſtice in him there is not. Did 
ile not Moſes give you the law ? and none of you 
n doth the latu. Why ſeek you to kill me? The 
e) multitude anfwered and ſaid, T hou haſt a devil, 
4; who ſeeketh to kill thee ? Jeſu anſwered and 
Id © ſaid to them, One work I have done and you 
A marvel. Therefore Moſes gave you circumci- 
m ſion, not that it was of Maſes, but of the Fa- 
ut | ther, and in the ſabbath ye circumciſe a man. 
t. Fa nan receive circumciſion in the ſabbath that 
dt the law of Moſes be not broken, are you angry 
n | at me becauſe I haue healed a man wholly on 


| the ſabbath? Judge not according to the face, 
þ | ut judge juft judgment. | 
| Certain therefore of Feruſalem ſaid, 1s not 
| this he whom they ſeek to kill and behold he 


g $ eaks openly, and they ſay nothing to him? 
| 4 ave th, res 5 indeed that this is 
if | Chriſt? But this man we know whence he is. 
7 But when Chriſt cometh no man — 
| whence 


to | 
4 
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whence be 1s. Jeſus therefore cried in the 


temple, teaching and ſaying, Both me you 10 


know, and whence I am you know, and of my- 
felf I am not come. But he is true that ſent 
me, whom ye know not. I know him, becauſe 
Jam of him, and he ſent me. They ſought 
* to apprehend him, and no man laid 

is upon him, becauſe his hour was not yet 
_ But of the multitude many believed in 

n. 


MoraLiTiEs. 


1.1 T appears by this goſpel that Jeſus 


was judged according to appearances, 
not according to truth. It is one of the 
greateſt confuſions, which is deeply rooted 
in the life of man, that every thing is full of 


painting, and inſtead of taking it off with a 


ſpunge we foment it and make our illuſions 
voluntary. The prophet Iſaiah adviſeth us 
to uſe our judgment as men do leaven to 
ſeaſon bread. All the objects preſented to 
our imaginations, which we eſteem, are 


fading, if we do not add ſome heavenly vi- 


gour to help our judgment. 
2. To judge according to appearances is 
a great want both of judgment and courage ; 
the firſt makes us prefer vanity before truth, 
the ſecond gives that to ſilk and golden 
cloaths 
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cloaths which is properly due to virtue. We 
adore painted coals, and certain dark fumes 
covered outwardly with ſnow.; but if we 
| did know how many great miſeries and what 
uſe | beaſtly ordure is hidden under cloth of gold, 
be filk and ſcarlet we would complain of our 
ad eyes for being ſo far without reaſon. It is 
yet a kind of apoſtacy and rebellion againft 
in God's providence to judge without calling 
Gad to be a preſident in our counſel, or to |} 

take in hand any human inventions without 
che affiſtance of his ſpirit. 
us. 3. God is pleaſed to lodge pearls within | 
cockles; and beſtows his treafures of wiſ-- | 
dom and virtue many times upon perſons | 

| who have the moſt unfaſhionable outſides, 


to counter - check human wiſdom. . He 
makes his orators of thoſe who are ſpeech- 
less; and numbers of frogs, and flies to over- 
throw mighty armies. makes kings out 
| of ſhepherds, and ſerves himſelf of things 
| Which are not as if they were. The moſt 
| pleaſing facrificewhich he receives upon earth 
is ſrom the humble, and when we deſpiſe 
"thoſe, we divert the honours of God. We 
is offer ſacrifice to the world's opinion like the 


* 3 ſages of E who did light candles and 
h, burn * 4,69 crocodiles. The Jews loſt 
» their faith to follow appearances, and there 

8 <0 
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is no ſhorter way to apoſtacy than to adore 
the world and Teak God. | 

4. An ill opinion makes folk many times 
paſs a raſh judgment : they mount into 
God's chair to judge the hearts of men : 
the chaſte doves are uſed like ravens, and 
ravens like ſwans. Opinion puts falſe 
ſpectacles upon our eyes, which make faults 
ſeem virtues, and virtues crimes : Yet ne- 
vertheleſs we ſhould think that virtuous 
perſons will not conceive an ill ſuſpicion of 
their neighbour without a very ſure ground. 
St. John Climachus faith; Fire is no more 
contrary to water than raſh judgment is to 
the ſtate of repentance. , It is a certain ſign 
that we do not ſee our own fins when we 
ſeek curiouſly after the leaſt defects of our 
neighbour. If we would but once en- 
ter into ourſelves, we ſhould be ſo buſy 
to lament our own lives that we ſhould not 
have time to cenſure thoſe of others. 


ASPIRATIONS. 


O Judge moſt redoubtable, who doſt plant 
thy throne within the heart of man; 
who judgeth the greateſt monarchs with- 
cout leaving them power to appeal: thy 
judgments are ſecret and impenetrable : 
that which ſhines to pur eyes like a dia- 

mend 


Rign ant 


Entertainments for Lent. 133 
mond is like a contemptible worm in thy 
balance. That which we value as a ſtar, 
thou judgeſt to be a coal. We have juſt ſo 
much greatneſs, virtue and happineſs as we 
have by entrance into thy heart : and he 
whom thou eſteemeſt needs not the judg- 
ment of mortal man. No innocent is juſti- 
hed, nor guilty perſon condemned with- - 
out thee ; and therefore I will from hence- 
forth judge only according to thee, I will 
lay down all my affections and take thine, 
ſo far as I am able, and Iwill account no- 
thing great but what ſhall be ſo in thy 


eſteem. 


The Goſpel for Wedneſday the fourth | 
week of Lent, St. John ix. 


Of the blind man cured by clay and ſpittle, 


ND Teſus paſſing by ſaw a blind man 
A from os paſ 5 10 diſciples aſreth 
him, Rabbi, who hath ſinned ? this man or hir 
parents, that he ſhould be born blind? Teſus 
anſwered, Neither hath this man ſinned, nor 
His parents; but that the works of God may 
be mani feſted in him. I muſt work the works 
of him that ſent me whiles it is day; the nights: 
cometh when no man can _ As Fra. — [ 
am in the world I am the light of th: world, 
a the 1 
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] ben he had ſaid theſe things, he ſpit on the 
ground, and made clay of the ſpittle and ſpread 
be clay upon his. eyes and ſaid to him, Go waſh 
in the pool of Siloe, which is interpreted, ſent. 
He went therefore and waſhed, and he came 
eing. | 1 
7 andre the neighbours, and they which 
had feen him before that he was a beggar, ſaid, 
1s not this he that fat aud begged? Others 
faid, that this is he. But others No; not ſo, 
but he is like him. But he ſaid, That I am 
he. They ſaid therefore to him, How were 
thine eyes opened? Fe anſwered, That man 
that is called Jeſus made clay and anointed 
mine eyes, and ſaid to me go to the pool of Silos 
and waſh, and I went and waſhed and ſaw. 
And they ſaid to him, Where is he? He ſaith 
1 know, not. They bring him that had been 
. blind to the pharijees. And it was the ſabbath 
when Jeſus made clay and opened his eyes. 
Again therefore the phariſees aſked him how 
be ſaw ? But he ſaid to them, He put clay 
upon mine eyes and I waſhed and I ſee. Cer- 
tain therefore of the phariſees ſaid, This man 
it not of God that keepeth not the ſabbath. But 
2 can a man that is a ſinner do 
theſe Signs And there was a ſchiſm among 
them. They, ſay therefore to the blind again, 
Thon, what ſay/} thou of him thut 8 


* of ' (LE nent - 


parents ſaid, becauſe t 
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eyes ? Aud he ſaid, That he is a prophet. The 
ews therefore did not believe of him that he 
d been blind and ſaw, until they called the 


parents of him that ſaw, and aſked them, ſay- 


ing, Is this your ſon, whom you ſay was born 
blind ? How then doth he ſee? His parets 
anſwered them and ſaidy We know that this is 
our fon, and that he was born blind: but how 
Be now ſeeth we know not, or who hath opened 
his eyes we know not; aſe himſelf, he is of age, 
let himſelf ſpeak of 780 T heſe things his 
feared the Fetus: for 
the Fetus had now conſpired that if any man 
ſhould confeſs him to be Chrift he ſhould be put 
out of the ſynagogue. Therefore did his parents 
ſay, that he is of age, aſe . They there- 
e again called the man that had been blind, 
and ſaid to him, Give glory ta God, we know 
that this man is a ſinner. 
He therefore ſaid to them, Whether he be a 
imer I know not; one thing 1 know, that 
whereas I was blind, now I ſee. They ſaid 
therefore to him, What did he to thee? How 


did he open thine eyes? He anſwered them, 


have now told you, and ye have heard, why 
will you hear it again ® Will you alſo become 
his diſciples ® They reviled him therefore, 
and ſed Be thou his 1 ; but we are the 
diſaples of Moſes : We know that to _— 

M2 . 0 
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| God did ſpeak : but this, man we know not 
' _ whence he is. The man anſwered and ſaid to | 
L them, for in this it is marvellous that you know 
not whence he is, and he hath opened mine eyes. 
1 And we know that ſinners God doth not hear. 
But if a man be a ſerver of God, and do the 
will of him, him he heareth. From the begin- 
ning of the world it hath not been heard, that 
man hath opened the eyes of one born blind : 
| unleſs this man were of God he could not do any 
li thing, They anſwered and ſaid to bim, thau 
I af? wholly born in fm, and doft thou teach us? 
| And they did caſt him forth. 8 
Fieſus heard that they caſt him forth, and 
. when he had found him he ſaid to him, Doff 
q thou believe in the ſon of God? He anſwered 
it and ſaid, Whois the Lord, that I may believe 
1 j im? And 7, ſaid to him, both thou 
tit boaſt ſeen him, and he that talketh with thee, 
[| he it is. But he ſaid, I believe, Lord; and 
[| falling down he adored bim. 


lt | _. Moxariries. 


41 1. JESUS the father of all brightneſs (who 
lf walked accompanied with his twelve 

apoſtles as the fun doth with the hours of 

|  theday)giveseyes to a blind man, and doth 

| | it by clay and ſpittle, to teach us that none 
[i hath power to do works above nature go 
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that was the author of it. On the other 
fide a blind man becomes a king over per- 
ſons of the cleareſt ſight: and being reſtored 
to light he renders again the ſame to the 
firſt fountain from whence it came. He 
makes himſelf an advocate to plead for the 
chĩefeſt truth, and of a poor beggar becomes 
a conſeſſor; and after he had deplored his 
miſery at the temple gate, teacheth all man- 
kind the eſtate of its own felicities. We 
ſhould, in imitation of him, love the light 
by adoring the fountain of it, and behave 
ourſelyes as witneſſes and defenders of the 
truth. 

2. God is a light, and by his light draws 
all unto him ; he makes a break of day by 


his grace in this life, which becomes after- 
ward à perfect day for all eternity, But 
many loſe themſelves in this world, ſome 
for want of light, ſome by a falſe light, and 
ſome by having too much light, 0 
3. Thoſe loſe themſelves for want of fight 
who are not at all inſtructed in the faith and 
maxims of the chriſtian religion; and thoſe 
"Inſtead of approaching near the light love 
their own darkneſs, They hate the light 
of their ſalvation as the ſhadow of death, 
and think that if you give them eyes to ſee 
their own blindneſs, you take away their 
ey | i 3 lite, 
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life. If they ſeem Chriſtians, have | 
nothing but the name and 1 | 
the book of Jeſus is ſhut from them; or if | 
they make a ſhew to read, they may name 
the letters, but never can pronounce one | 
right good word. | 
4. Others deftroy themſelves by falſe 
lights, who being wedded to their own opi- | 
nions and adoring the chimeras of their ſpi- it 
Tits, think themſelves full of knowledge, n 
juſt and happy ; that the ſun riſeth only for 
them, and that all the reſt of the world is 
in darkneſs ; they conceive that they have 
the faiteſt ſtars for conductors, but at the 
end of their career they find, too late, that 
this pretended light was but an ignis fatuus 
which led them to a precipice of eternal 
flames. Itis the worſt of all follies to be 
wiſe in our own eye- ſight, and the worſt 
of all temptations is for a man to be a devil 
to himſelf. | 8 | 
5. Thoſe ruin themſelves with too much þ 
light who have all God's law by heart but 
never have any heart to that law; They 
know the ſcriptures, all learningand ſciences, | 
they underſtand every thing but themſelves; 
they can find ſpots in the ſun; they can | 
give new names to the ſtars; they perſuade | 
themſelves that God is all that they 2 | 
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hend: but after all this heap of knowledge 
they arefound to be like the ſages of Pharaoh 
and can produce nothing but blood and 
frogs : They embroil and trouble the world; 
they ſtain their own lives, and at their 
deaths leave nothing to continue but the 
memory of their ſins. It would be more 
expedient for them, rather than have ſuch 
light, to carry fire wherewith to be pu. 


in the love of God, and not to ſwell an 


burſt with that kind of knowledge. All 
learning which is not join'd with a good 
life, is like a picture in the air, which hath 
no table to make it ſubſiſt. It is not ſuffi- 
cient to be elevated in ſpirit, like the pro- 
phets, except a man do enter into ſome per- 


fect imitation of their virtues, 


ASPIRATIONS, 


Fountain of all brightneſs, before whom 
night can have no veil, who ſeeſt the 
day ſpring out of thy. boſom, to ſpread it- 
ſelf over all nature, wilt thou have no pity 
upon my blindneſs? Will there be no 
medicine for my eyes, which have ſo often 
frown dull and heavy with earthly liumours? 
Lord I want light, being always blind to 
my own fins. So many years are p 


wherein I have dwelt with myſelf and yet 
Kno 
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know not what I am. Self. love maketh 
me ſometimes apprehend imaginary virtues 
in great and ſee all my crimes in little. I 
too often believe my own judgment, and a- 
dore my own opinions as gods and goddeſſes, 
and if thou ſend me any light I make fo ill 
uſe of it that I dazzle myſelf even in the 
brightneſs of the day, making little or no 
profit of that which would be ſo much to 
my own advantage if I were ſo happy as to 
know it. But henceforth I will have no 
eyes but for thee: I will only contemplate 
thee, O life of all beauties, and draw all 
the powers of my foul into my eyes, that I 
may the better apprehend the myſtery of 
thy bounties. O caſt upon me one beam 
of thy grace, fo powerful that it may never 
forſake me till I may ſee the day of thy 


glory. | 
The Goſpel for Thurſday the fourth 
weer in Lent, St. Luke vii. 


Of the widow's fon raiſed from death to life 
at Naim, by our Saviour, 


- wvent with him his diſciples, and à very great 

multitude 1 and when be came nigh to the 

gate of the city behgld a dead man waz th 
ors 


IND it came to paſs afterwards he went 
into a city that is called Naim, and there 


Entertainments for Lent. 14t 


forth, the only ſon of his mother, and ſhe was a 
widaw, and a great multitude of the city with 
her, whom when our Lord had ſeen, being 
moved with mercy upon her, he ſaid to her, 
Miep not: and he came near and touched the 
coffin ; and they that carried it flood ſtill: And 
he ſaid, Young man 1 ſay to thee ariſe ; And = 
he that was dead fat np and began to ſpeak. 

And he gave him to his mother, and fear took 

|  tham all; and they magnified God, ſaying, 

: That a great prophet is riſen among us : and that 
God bath viſited his people. And this ſaying went 
forth into all Fewry of him, and into all the 
country round about. 


aj > wo 


OY 
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MoRALITIES. 


1. JESUS met at the gates of Naim, 
(which is interpreted the town of 
beauties) a young man carried to burial, to 
ſhew us that neither beauty nor youth are 
freed from the laws of death. We fear 
death, and there is almoſt nothing more 
immortal : here below every thing dies but 
death itſelf, We ſee him always in the 
| Goſpels, we touch him every day by our 
| experiences, and yet neither the Goſpels 
7 make us ſufficiently faithful nor our experi- 
C ences well adviſed, ; 

2. If we behold death by his natural 

g N 
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face, he ſeems a little ſtrange to us, becauſe 
we have not ſeen him well acted. We lay 
upon him ſcithes, bows and arrows, we put 
upon him him ugly antic faces, we compaſs 
him round about with terrors and illuſions, 
of all which he never ſo much as o_ 
It is a profound fleep in which nature lets 
itſelf fail inſenſibly when ſhe is tired with 
the diſquiets of this life. It is a ceſſation of 
all thoſe ſervices which the foul renders to 
the fleſh. It is an execution of God's will, 
and a decree common to all the world. To 
be diſquieted and drawn by the ears nd 4 
a debt which ſo many millions of men af: 
conditions have paid before us, is to do as 
2 frog that would ſwim againſt a ſharp 
ſtream of a forcible torrent. We have been 
as it were dead to ſo many ages which went 
before us ; we die piece-meal every day ; we 
eſſay death often in our ſleep ; diſcreet men 
expect him, fools deſpiſe him, and the moſt 
diſdainful perſons muſt entertain him. Shall 
we not know and endeavour to do that one 
thing well which being once well perform'd 
will give us life for ever? Methinks it is 
rather a gift of God to die ſoon, than to 
Ray late amongſt the occaſions of ſin. | 

3. It is not death, but a wicked life we 
have cauſe to fear ; That only lies * 
| | an 
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and both troubles us, and keeps us from 


underſtanding and taſting the ſweets of death. 
He that can die to ſo many little dead and 
dying things, which make us die every day 


by our unwillingneſs to forſake them, ſhall ' 
find that death is nothing to him. But we 


would fain (in death) carry the world with 


ys upon our ſhoulders to the grave; and 
that is a thing we' cannot do. We would 
avoid the judgment of a juſt God ; and that 
is a thing which we ſhould not ſo much as 
think. -Let us clear our accounts hefore we 
die ; let us take order for our ſoul by repen- 
tance, and a moderate care of our bodies 
burial : Let us order our goods by a good 
and charitable teſtament, with a diſcreet 
direction for the poor, for our children and 
kindred, to be exeguted by fit perſons, Let 
us put ourſelves into the protection of the 
divine providence with a moſt perfect con- 
fidence ; and how can we then fear death, 


being in the arms of life? 


3 ASPIRATIONS, . 
O Bus, fountain of all lives, in whoſe 
boſom all things are living: Jeſus, the 


fruit of. the dead, who haſt deſtroyed the 


kingdom of death; why ſhould we fear a 


Fach wbich thou baff ſo terrified wich thy 


P57 
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Reps, honoured with thy bload, and ſancti- 
fied by thy conqueſts ? Shall we never die 
to ſo many dying things? All is dead here 
for us, and we have no life if we do not ſeek 
it from thy heart. What ſhould I care for 
death tho he came with all thoſe grim, hi- 
deous and antic faces which men put upon 
him? for when I ſee him thro' thy wounds, 
thy blood, and thy venerable death, I find 
he hath no ſting at all. If I ſhall walk in 
the ſhadow of death and a thouſand terrors 
ſhall conſpire againſi me on every fide 
to diſturb my quiet, I will fear nothing, 
being placed in 'the arms of thy provi- 
dence. O my ſweet maſter, do but once 
touch the winding ſheet of my body which 
holds down my foul ſo oftar within the ſleep 
of death and fin. Command me to ariſe 
and ſpeak, and then the light of thy morn- 
ing ſhall never ſet ; my diſcourſes ſhall be 
always of thy praiſes, and my life ſhall be 
only a contemplation of thy beautiful coun- 
tenance. by 


The Goſpel for Friday the fourth week 
in Lent, St. John xi. 
Of the raiſing of Lazarus from death. ' 
ND there was a certain ſick man, Laza- 
rus of Bethania, of the trwn of —_ 
a 
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» 
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and Martha her alter, (and Mary was he 


that anointed our Lord with ointment, and 
wiped his feet with her hair, whoſe brother 
Lazarus was fick :) his ſiſters there wore foe 
to him, ſaying, 200. bebald he whom thou 
loveſt is fuck, And | Feſus hearing, ſaid unto 
them, His fuckneſs is not to death, but for the 
87) 2 that the ſon may be glorified by it, 
2275 ſus lrved Martha and her filter Ma 

and Lazarus, As he heard — wo that he 
was ſict, then he tarried in the ſame place twa 
days : then afte; this he ſaid to his aiſaples, Let 
us go into fewry again. The diſciples ſay to 
him, 2 * now the Fews ſought to ſtone 
thee, and goeſt thau thither again? Jeſus an- 
ſwered, 3 there not twelve hours of the day? 
Fa man walk in the day he ſtumbleth not, be- 
cauſe he ſeeth the light of this world ; but if he 
walk in the nig be he flumbleth, becauſe the 
light is not in — T heſe things he ſaid; and 
after this he ſaid to them, Lazarus our friend 
epeth ; but I go that I may raiſe him from 
hep. His di le therefore ſaid, Lord, if he 
ſleep he ſhall be ſafe. But Jeſus ſpake of his 
death, and they thought that he — of Is 
ing of fleep. Then therefore Feſus ſaid to 
2 Aly p Ther 16 4 and I am glad 

for your ſakes, that. you may believe, becauſe I 
eat not there : but let us go to him, Thomas 
N therefore 
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- therefore, tobo was called Didymus, ſaid to the 
#&ſciples, Let us alſo go to die with him. Jeſus 
efore came and fhund him now, having 
been four days in the grave. And Bethama 
was nigh to Jeruſalem, aboa fifteen furlongs, 
And many of the Fews were come to Martha 
and Mary to comfort them concerning their bro- 
ther. Martha therefore when ſhe heard that 
was come went to meet him, but Mary 
fat at home. Martha therefore ſaid to Jeſus, 
Lord, if thou hadft been here, my brother had 
not died: but now alſo I know, that what 
whmg ſorver thou ſhalt aſt of God, God will 
grve thee, Jeſus [aid to her, Thy brother ſhall 
riſe again, Martha faid to him, I know that 
de fhall riſe again in the reſurrection in the laff 
day. Teſus ſaid to her, I am the reſurrection 
and the life ; he that believeth in me, although 
he be dead, ſhall live. And every one that 
liveth and believeth in me, ſhall not die for ever, 
Believeft thou this? She ſaid to him, Yea, Lord, 
¶ have believed that thou art Chrift the ſon of 
God that art come into this world, 


MorRALITIES. 
OUR Saviour Jeſus makes here à ſtrong 


aſſault upon death to cure our infirmi- 
ties at the coſt of his deareſt friends: He 


fuffered Lazarus, whom he loved tenderly, 
g 0 
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fo fall into a violent ſickneſs, to teach ug 
that the bodies of God's favourites are not 
free from infirmities, and that to make men 
ſaints they muſt not enjoy too much health, 
A foul is never more worthy to be a houſe 
far God than when {be raiſeth up the great - 
neſs of her courage, the body being caſt 
down with ſickneſs. A ſoul which ſuffers is 
a ſacred thing. All the world did touch 
our Saviour before his paſſion; the throng 
of people preſſed upon him, but after his 
death he would not be touched by St. Mary 
Magdalen, becauſe he was conſecrated by 
his dolours. 

2. The good ſiſters diſpatch a meſſe 
not to a ſtrange God, as they do who 
for health from remedies which are a thou- 
ſand times worſe than the diſeaſe, but they 
addreſſed themſelves to the living God, the 
God of life and death, to drive away death: 
and to recover life they were content only 
to ſhew the wound to the faithful friendſhip 
of the phyſician without preſcribing any 
remedies ; ſo that is better left to his pro- 
vidence than committed to our paſſion, 

3. He defers his cure to raiſe from death, 
The delay of God's favours is not always 2 
refuſal, but ſometims a double liberality z 
the vows of good 1 2 paid B 
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it was expedient that Lazarus ſhould die, 
that he might triumph over death in the tri- 


umph of Jeſus Chriſt. It is here that we 


ſhould always raiſe high our thoughts, by 
conſidering our glory in the ſtate of reſur- 
rection; he would have us believe it not 
only as it is a leſſon of nature imprinted a- 
bove the ſkies, upon the plants or elements 
of the world, and as a doctrine which many 
ancient philoſophers had by the light of na- 
ture, but alſo as a belief which is faſt joined 
to the faith we have in the divine providence, 
which keeps our bodies in truſt under its ſeal 
within the boſom of the earth, ſo that no 
preſcription of time can make laws to re- 
ſtrain his power, having paſſed his word 
and raiſed up Lazarus; who was but as one 
grain of ſeed in reſpect of all poſterity. 
4. Jeſus wept over Lazarus, thereby to 
over us all. Our evils were lament- 
able, and could never ſufficiently be deplored 
without opening a fountain of teats within 
Heaven and within the eyes of the ſon of 
God. This is juſtly the river which comes 
from that place of all pleaſure to water pa- 
radiſe. How could thoſe heavenly tears 
come from any other than the place of all 
delight, ſince they iſſued from a brain and 
from eyes which were united to the divi- 
nity ? 
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rity ? And how ſhould they not water 
paradiſe, ſince for ſo many ages they have 


flowed over the church for producing the 


fruits of juſtice ? The balm of Egypt could 
not grow without water of that well which 
was commonly called the fountain of Jeſus, 
becauſe the bleſſed virgin had there waſhed 
the cloaths of her dear fon: and we have 
no odour or virtue, nor good converſation 
which is not directly barren, except it be 
endued with the merit of our Saviour's tears. 


ASPIRATIONS. 


O Eyes of my Saviour, from whence the 
ſun receives his cleareſt light! Fair 
eyes, which only deſerve eternal joys and 
delights, why ſhould you this day be moiſt- 
ened with tears? Thou didſt give me, O! 
only love of my heart, the blood of thy 


ſoul before thou ſhed'ſt that of thy body. | 


There are ſo many things to make me 
weep, and I feel them ſo little, that if thy 


tears do not weep for me, I {hall always be 


miſerable. Water then, O my ſweet 


-maſter, the barrenneſs of my foul from that 
fountain of blefling which I have opened 


within thine eyes and heart : I have opened 
it by my fins, and let it, I beſeech thee, 
bleſs me by thy infinite mercies. | 
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T he Goſpel for Saturday the fourth week 


in Lent; St. John viii. 


Upon gur Saviour's words, I am the light 
of the world. 


GAIN therefore Jeſus ſpake to them 
ſaying, I . light of the world; he 


A 


fore ſaid to him, thou giveſt teft1mony of thyſelf, 
thy te/limeny is not true. TFeſus anſwered a 
ſaid to them, although I do give teſtimony of 


-whence I came and whither I ge © but you know 
not whence I came, or whither J go. You 
judge according to the fleſh, I do not judge any 
11 man. And if I do judge, my judgment is true, 


Witt 
[/ 
| 

T Hs 


me, the father. Aud in your law it is written 
that the teſtimony of two men is true. I am he 
that give teſtimony of myſelf : and he that ſent 
me, the father, giveth igflimom of me. They 
ſeid therefore to him, there is thy father? 
Feſus anſwered, Neither me do you know, ner 
my father : If you did know me, perhaps you 
might know my father alſo. Theſe words Feſus 
pate in the treaſury, teaching in the temple, 
and no men apprehended him, becarſe his hour 


Was not yet £028, 


MoRALITIES. 


that folloꝛueth me walketh not in darkneſs, but 
ſhall have the light of life. The phariſees there 


q myſelf, my teſtimony is true, becauſe I know ⁊ 


becauſe I am not alone, but I and he that ſent ' 


that can be given. 


ſo many ſtars ta conduct. us to the fountain 
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MoRALITIES. 


I. HERE is inthe bleſſed Trinityacom- 


municating light to which nothing 
is communicated ; another light which is 
communicative and communicated ; and a 


third light which is communicated but not 
communicating. The fr/t is the heavenly 
father, who gives but takes nothing. The 
ſecond 18 that of the Son, who takes from 


his Father and gives to the Holy Ghoſt: all 
The third is the Holy 


Ghoſt, which receives equally from the 


Father and the Son, and doth produce no- 
thing in the Trinity. But Jeſus illuminat- 


ing from all eternity this ſtate, (for ever to 


be adored) did vouchſafe to deſcend into 
the country 


of our darkneſs, to ſcatter it 
by his brightneſs. It is he that hath thrown 


down thecrocodiles and bats from prophane 


altars; who hath broken ſo many idols; 


who hath overthrown ſo many temples of 


the adulterers and murthering gods, to plant 
the honours of his heavenly father. He 
hath inveſted the world, during ſo many 
ages with the ſhining of his face. He doth 
not ceaſe to give light, nor to kindle in our 
hearts many inſpirations, which are hke 
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of all happineſs. You are very blind if you 
do not ſee this, and much more miſerable if 
you deſpiſe it. 

2. It is moſt to do as the Jews 
did, to ſpeak every day to the light, and 
yet love their own darkneſs. Screech-Owls 
find holes and nights to keep themſelves 
from day, which they cannot abide. But 
he that flies from the face of God, where 
can he find darkneſs enough to hide him- 
ſelf? When he ſhall be within the gulf of 
fn, his own conſcience will light up a thou- 
{and torches to ſee his puniſhments. It is 
the worſt of all miſchief to pay for the con- 
tempt of the fountain of light by ſuffering 
everlaſting darkneſs. . 

3- Let us behold the converſation of Jeſus 
Chriſt as a ſea-mark ſtuck all over with 
Jights; his life gives teſtimony of his ſanctity ; 
his miracles publiſh his power ; his law de- 
clares his infinite wiſdom ; his ſanctity 
gives us an example to imitate ; his power 


gives the ſtrength of authority to make him 


the more readily obeyed ; and from his wiſ- 
dom, faith is given to regulate and govern 
our belief. 

ASPIRATIONS, 


: O My Lord Jeſus, the ſpirit of all beau- 
ties, and the moſt viſible of all hight 
What 


- 
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-what do the eyes of my ſoul, if they be not 
always buſied in the contemplation of thy 
brightneſs ? When I find thou art departed 
from me, methinks I am buried within my- 
ſelf, and that my foul is nothing elſe but a 
ſepulchre of terrors, phantoms, and deaths ; 
but when thou returneſt by thy viſits and 
conſolations, I am chearfully revived, and 
my heart leaps in thy preſence as a child re- 
Joiceth at the fight of his dear nurſe. O 
light of lights, which doſt illuminate man 
| coming into this world, I will contemplate 
| thee at the ſun- riſing above all creatures. I 
will follow thee with mine eyes all the day 
long, and I will not leave thee at ſun-ſetting, 
for there is nothing can be in value near like 

thee, It belongs only to thee, O ſun of 
my ſoul, to ariſe at all hours, and to give 
light at mid-night, as well as at noon-day. 


Te Goſpel for Paſſion-Sunday, St. 
John viii. 
Upon theſe words, Who canaccuſemeof fin? 


TJ HICH of you ſhall argue me of fin ® If 
I ſay the verity, why do you not believe 
| me? He that is of God heareth the words of 


Cad. Therefore you hear not, becauſe you are 


not of God, The Jews therefore anſwered a 
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faid to him, Do not we ſay well that thou art @ 
Samaritan and haſt ddt Feſus anſwer d, 
1 have no devil : but I do honour 2 | 
and you have diſbonoured me. Bu 7 lik 
mine wn glory. There is that ſceleth and HEL 2 
2 Amen, Amen, I ſay to you if any man | 
word, he ſhall nat ſee death for ever, 
25 ews therefare ſaid, Now we know then 
haſt a devil, Abraham is dead, and the prophets, f 
and thou ſayeſl, I any man keep . Nas 
ſhall not tafle death for ever. Why, art 
greater than our father Abraham, who is edt 
and the prophets are dead ; whom doſt thou 
make thyſaf Ra anfivered, 774 % iy 
A ee m7 £9 — ws. It is my fat 
you ſay that he 15 your 
God: — — — but * 
him. Hud if I dal ſay that I know him not, | 
1 ſhall be like to you, a lier : but I do know him 
and do keep his word. — your __—— | 
rejoiced that he might ſee 
and was glad. The Fews — ſaid to him, | 
T hou baft nat yet ſeen fifty years, and haſt thou 
ſeen Abraham ? Teſus ſaid to them, Amen, 
Amen, I ſay to you, before that Abraham was 
made, I am. They took ſtones therefore to caſt 
at him. But 2 bid himſelf and went out 


of the temple, 


MonkALITTIEs. 
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J. 18 Saviour of the world being re · 
ſolved to ſuffer death as the prieſt of 
his own ſacrifice, and facrifice of his prieſt- 
hood, ſhews that it is an effect of his mercy, 
and not a ſuffering for any fault. He doth 
advance the ſtandard of the crofs, which 
was the puniſhment of guilty perſons, but 
he brought with him innocency, which is 
the mark of ſaints : He honours it with his 
dolours, and facrifices it with his blood, to 
lorify it in the eſtimation of all the Juſt. 
e is without ſpot, and capable to take out 
all ſtains by his infinite ſanctity ; and yet he, 
ſuffered as a ſinner to blot out all our ſins. 
It is in this ſuffering he would have us all 
imitate him. He doth not require us to 
make a heaven, nor ſtars, nor to enlarge 
the ſea, or to make the earth firm; but ta 
make ourſelves holy as he is holy, according 
to our capacity. And this we may gain by 
his favour, which he hath by his own na- 
ture, No man is worthy to ſuffer with 
Jeſus, who doth not purity himſelf by the 
ſuffering of Jeſus, If we ſuffer in fin we 
carry the croſs of the bad thief. We muſt 
carry the croſs of Jeſus, and conſecrate our 
tribulations by our own virtues. | 


2, It 
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2. It is ſaid that the venomous ſerpent 

called a Baſiliſæ, which kills both men and 
beaſts by = er breath, r himſelf 
when he ſees a looking-glaſs the ve 
reflection of his own — "The han 
do here the very ſame : they come about 
this great mirror of Sanctity, which carried 
all the Glory of the living God ; he caſts 
his beams upon them, but envy the mother 
of murder, which kills itſelf only by the 
rays of golden arrows, makes them dart out 
venomous words to diſhonour him ; yet his 
incomparable virtues kill them, without 
loling any of his own brightneſs, to teach 
us, that the beauty of innocency is the beſt 

buckler againſt all ſlanders. Though it 
ſeem to be tarniſhed for a time, yet her 
"brightneſs will thereby become more lively; 
for it is a ſtar which the blackeſt veil of 
night cannot darken. 

3. Abraham did rejoice at this day of 
God two thouſand years before it was mani- 
feſted to the world : All the patriarchs did 
Jong after it, and did anticipate their felici- 
ties by the purity of their thoughts. This 
bleſſed day hath been reſerved for us, and 
yet many of us deſpiſe it. We fo much 
ak the day of man, that by the force of 


o much love to it, we forget the * 1 
1 
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God. We ſhould and muſt contemn thofe 
periſhing days of worldly honours and plea- 
fures which are covered with eternal night, 


that we may partake the eternity of that 
beautifulday which ſhall never have evening, 


| ASPIRATIONS. 


O God of purity, in whoſe preſence the 
angels, raviſhed with admiration, do 

cover their faces with their wings, and have 
no ſweeter extaſies than the admiration of 
thy beauty: The ſtars are not pure enough 
before thy redoubted majefty : The ſun 
beholds thee as the true author of his light, 
Thou only canſt purify all human kind by a 
_ which ſpreads itſelf aver all ages. 
Alas, T am confounded to ſee my finful foul 
fo often dyed black with ſo many ſtains and | 
beaſtly ordures, before thoſe moſt pure 
beams of thy glory. Waſh, O waſh again, | 
out all which diſpleaſeth thee. Regenerate 
in my heart a ſpirit that ſhall be worthy of 1 
thyſelf, How ſhall 1 follow thee to mount 

_ Calvary, if I be purſued with fo many ill | 
habits, which I have often deteſted before | 
thine eyes? How can I go incompany with 
the bel and greateſt of all ſaints, drawing | 
after me ſo many fins. The increaſe of m | 
- offences would multiply thy crofles : I wi 1 
O therclore 1 
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therefore do my beſt to drown all my imper- 
fections within thy blood. I will procure 
light to my nights, by that bright and beau- 
tiful day which Abraham ſaw, from that 
glorious day which took beginning from thy 
croſs. I will no more care for the day of 
man, that I may the better apply myſelf to 
the day of God. ty] 


The Goſpel for Monday the fifth week 
in Lent, St. John vii. 


Jeſus ſaid to the phariſees, You ſhall ſeek 
and not find me : And, He that is thirſty 
let him come to me. ‚ I 

ND the princes and phariſees ſent mini- 
ſters to apprehend him, Feſus therefore 
ſaid to them : Yet a little time am I with you, 
and I go to him that ſent me : you ſeek me and 
Hall not find me; and where I am you cannot 
come. The Jews therefore ſaid among them- 
ſelves, Whither will this man go, that we ſpall 
not find him? Mill he go unto the diſperſion 
of the Gentiles and teach the Gentiles * What 
is this ſaying that he hath ſaid, You ſhall ſeek 
me and ſhall not find me and where I am you 
cannot come. | | 
And in the laſt, the great day of the feſtrvity, 
Teſus ſtoad and cried, faying, If any * 
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let him come to me and drink He that believeth 
in me, as the ſcripture ſaith, out of his bell, 
ſhall flow rivers of living water. And this h 
ſaid of the " that they ſhould receive which 
believed in him. | 
Mor AL1TIEs. 

1. * K E for your comfort this excellent 
| word of our Saviour : He that is 
thirſty, and defires in this world to thirft 
after God, let him come unto me, and he 
ſhall quench his thirſt at the chiefeſt foun- 
tain. St. Auguſtine ſaith, we are all here 
as David was in the deſert of Idumea. Our 
life is a perpetual alteration which will ne- 


ver be ſettled while we live. If we be 


weary, we deſire reft, and if we reſt over- 
long, our bed becomes troubleſom though 
it ſhould be all of roſes, Then again we 
thirſt to be in action and buſineſs, which 
alſo in a ſhort time tires us, and puts us into 
another alteration, and that carries us again 


to a deſire to do nothing. All our life goeth = 


like Penelope's web, what one hour effects 
the next deſtroys. We do ſufficiently per- 
ceive that we are not well in this world: It 
is a large bed but very troubleſom, wherein 
every man ſtirs and tumbles himſelf up and 
down, but no man can here attain to his 


perſect happineſs. 


0». ant #3. 
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2. This ſhews us plainly. chat we are 
made for God, and that we ſhould thirſt 
after divine things if we defire true content- 


ment. There is no default in him, becauſe 


all that can be deſired is there, and yet there 
is no ſuperfluity, becauſe there can be no- 
thing beyond him. There only we abound 
without neceſſity, we are aſſured without 
fear, and glorious without And it 
is there only where we find all our ſatiſ- 
faction perfectly accompliſhed. For to ſpeak 
truth, contentment conſiſteth in four princi» 


pal things ; which are, to have a content- 


ing object, to have a heart capable to ap» 
ptehend it, to feel a ſtrong inclination to it, 


of it. Now God hath provided for all this 
by his infinite bounty, He will not have us 
aifet any other object of pleaſure but his 
own. He is God, aud therefore can have 
nothing but God for his ſatisfaction, and 
intends graciduſſy that we ſhall have the 
ſame. will have us thirſt after him, 
and our thirſt within himſelf ; and 
to this our foul is ſingularly diſpoſed ; for 
as God is a ſpirit, fo is our foul only ſpiri- 
tual, We have fo ſtrong an inclination to 
love God, that even our vices thtmſclves 
(without thinking what they do) love wer 
what 


and to enter into an abſolute full poſſeſſion 
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what of God. For if pride affe& greatneſs, 
there can be nothing ſo great as the monarch 
of it. If luxury love pleaſure, God con- 
taineth all pure delights in his boſom : and 
| this which I ſay may be verified of all fins 
| whatſoever. If the preſence of a right object 
and the enjoying be wanting, we have no- 
thing ſo preſent as God. St. Paul faith, we 
are within him, within him we live, and 
within him we have the fountain of all our 
motions : we ſee him . all his crea- 
tures until he take off the veil and ſo let us 
ſee him and taſte of his glory. 

3. A true and perfect way to make us 
thirſt after God is to forſake the burning 
thirſt which we have after bodily and worldly 
2 Our foul and fleſh go in the ſeveral 
cales of a balance; the raiſing of one pulls 
| down the other. It is a having two wives, 
for us to think we can place our delights in 
God, and withal enjoy all worldly content- 
ments. A man mult have a conſcience free 
from earthly matters to receive the infuſion 
of Grace: we muſt pafs by Calvary before 
we can come to Tabor; and firſt tafte gall 
with Jeſus before we can taſte that honey» 

comb which he took aſter his reſurrection, 


| 8 


Q 3 ASPIRATIONS. 
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ASPIRATIONS... ay 
O Vos, true God of my falvation; m 
heart, which feeleth itſelf moved wi 
an affectionate zeal, thinks always upon 
thee, and in thinking finds an earneſt thirſt 
after thy beauties, Which heats my veins. 
My ſoul is all conſumed, and I find that my 
gelt itſelf inſenſibly followeth the violence 


of my ſpirit, I am here as within the deſerts 


of Africa, in a barren world, the drought 
whereof makes it a direct habitation for 
dragons. O my God, I am tormented with 
this flame, and yet I cheriſh it more than 
myſelf. Will there be no good Lazarus 
found to dip the end of his finger within the 

untain of the higheſt heaven, a little to al- 
ay the burning of my thirſt? Do not tell 
me, O my ſpouſe, that there is a great 
chaos between thee and me: thou haſt al- 


ready paſt it in coming to me by thy bounty, 


and wilt not thou then lift me up by thy 

mercy ? | 

The Goſpel for Tueſday the fifth 
week in Lent, St. John vil. 


Jeſus went not into Jewry, becauſe the Jews _ 


had a purpoſe to take away his life. 
FTER theſe things Jeſus walked into 


Galike: for he would not walk into Fewry, 
| becarſe 


erte 
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+ the Jews ſaught to kill him. Aud the 


val day of the eius Scenopegia was at hand, 
0 rely bf 2 to him, paſs from henee 


and o into ewry, that thy di 2 
fee thy works which thou fe gg 2 — 
doth any 12 in ſecret, and ſceth himſelf to be 
in public : If thou deft theſe things, manifeſt 
thyſelf to the world : for neither did his bre= 
thren believe in him. Teſus therefore ſaith to 
them, My time is not yet come ; but your time 
is always page The 7 cannot hate yon, 
but me it hateth, becauſe 1 give teſti it 
that the works ar oe evil, oe 2 27 to 
this feſtzval day; I go not up to this f fe/trual 
day, becauſe my time is not yet accompliſhed. 
When he had ſaid theſe things, himſelf tar- 
ried in Galilee : But after his brethren were 
gone up, then he alſo went up to the feſtival 
day, nat openly, but as it were in ſecret. The 


Fews therefore ſought him in the feſtivu — 


and ſaid, Where is he? and there was 


murmuring in the multitude of him: for certain 

ſaid that he is good : and others ſaid, No, but 

he ſeduceth the multitude ; yet no man Nw 
#penly of bim for fear of the Jews. 

| MoraALiTIES. 

ESUS hides himſelf in this goſpel, ay 

8 the ſun within a cloud, to ſhew him- 

Gif at his own tims ; to teach us, _ 

0 
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the ſecrets of our life conſiſt in well conceal- 
ing and well diſcovering ourſelves. He did 
' conceal the life which he took from nature, 
when he might have been born a perfect 
man as well as Adam, and yet did he hide 
himſelf in the hay of a baſe fable He con- 
cealeth his life of grace, diſſembling under 
ſilence ſo many great and divine virtues, as 
if he had lockt up the ſtars under lock and 
key as holy Job ſaith. He keeps ſecret his 
life of glory; retaining for thirty-three years 
the light of his ſoul, which ſhould without 
intermiſſion, have glorified and caſt a divine 
brightneſs upon his body. But when he 
concealed himſelf, the ſtars diſcoyered him 
at his birth, the ſun at his death. All the 
elements did then confeſs him, and all crea- 
tures gave teſtimony of his divinity. 
2. We ſhould be well known of God, if 
ve did not ſo curiouſly inquire into the know- 
ledge of the world. Vanity at this day 
opens all her gates to manifeſt divers men 
to the world, who ſhould otherwiſe be bu- 
ried in obſcurity and darkneſs. It maketh 
ſome appear, by the luxurious exceſs of their 
apparrel, as ſo many ſale creatures, whoſe . 
heads being high and coſtly dreſt up, go to 
the market of idle love. Others by the 
riches and pomps of the world, others by 
honours 
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honours and dignities, others by the deeds 
of arms and policy, Every one ſets out 


himſel5 to be ſeen and eſteemed in the world. 


It ſeemeth that life is made for nothing bat 
to be ſhewed, and that we ſhould always 
live for that which makes us die. We are 


à kind of walking ſpirits, which return late 


to our lodgings : But yet nevertheleſs giv- 
ing ourſelves ſo continually to the world, 
methinks we ſhould at leaſt ſtay with our- 
ſelves every day one ſhort hour, It js ſaid 
that the Pelican hides her eggs, and that 
they muſt be ſtolen from her to make them 


diſcloſe ; but vanity is an egg which all the 


world hatcheth r her w 
are willing to forſake it. 47 

3- If it be needful to ſhew yourſelf to the 
world, be then known by your virtues, 
which are characters of the divinity. Let 


ings, and none 


men know you by good examples, 


which are the ſeeds of eternity, and of all 
fair actions. You muſt be known by your 
alms and bounty, which are the ſteps which 
God left imprinted in this world. If you 
muſt riſe to honours and dignities, take 
them as inftruments of holineſs ; and be nat 
powerful but to be more obliged to do good 
by ſo being. 


ASPIRATIONS, 
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ASPIRATIONS. 


| O God who didſt conceal thyſelf, how 
comes it about that I deſire ſo much to 

be ſeen and make myſelf known to the 
world? What can I diſcover if I ſhew that 
which I am but only fin, vanity, miſery, - 
and inconſiſtency, which make the four ele- 
ments of my life? To what ſerves this 
itch of ſeeing but only to receive into our 
eyes the ſeeds of curioſity ? Why do we 
covet to be ſo much ſeen, but to expoſe 
ourſelves to vanity, and to carry a torch in 
a blaſt of wind? Alas, O merciful Lord, 
I have very long lived for myſelf and for the 
eyes of the world, when ſhall I begin to 
live for thee ? Shall I never ſee thoſe happy 
moments of my life which will receive light 
only from the day of thy face? Let me, O 
moſt beloved of my heart, be blind to all 
the world, ſo that I may have eyes for thee. 
If the condition of my eſtate muſt needs 
ſhew me to the world, let it be to give it 
of thy light, without receiving any part 

of that darkneſs which covereth it. Let me 
be in the world to do good, bu let me 
dwell in thee as within the fountain of all 


goodneſs. | f | 
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The Goſpel for Wedneſday the fifth 
— of Lent, St. Tokn Bb 
The Jews ſaid, If thou be the Meſſias tell 
us plainly. 


ND the dedication was in Feruſalm, and 


it was winter : and Feſus walked in the 

nple in Solomon's porch. The Jews there- 

fore compaſſed him round about and ſaid to y 
Flow long deft thou hold our ſoul in ſuſpence ? 


I fone be Chriſt, tell us openly. Jeſus an- 
2 


ered them, I ſpeak to you, and you believe 
The works that I do in the name of my 
2 they give teſtimony of me. But you do 
not believe, becauſe you are nat of my ſheep. 2 
ſheep hear my voice, and 1 know them, and 
thy. follow me, and I give them life everlaſt- 
ing, and they ſhall not Serif for ever, and no 
man ſhall pluck them out of my hand, My fa- 
ther, that which he hath given me 1s greater 


than all; and no man can pluck them out of the 


hand of my father; Land my father are one. 
The Fews took up ſtones to of a him. Teſus 


| anſwered them, Many good works I have 


fhewed you 17 my Jake, 1145 which of thoſe 


Works do you ſlone me? ews anſwered 


bim, For a good work we Gd, thee not, but 


for blaſphemy ; and becauſe thou being 4 man, 


 makeſt thyſelf Ged. Feſus anſwered them : a 


a. 
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it not written in your law, that I ſaid you are 
Gods? If he called them Gods ta the 
word of God was made, the ſcripture cannot be 
broken : whom the father hath fanttified and 
ſent into the world, ſay you, That thou blaſ- 
„ becauſe I ſaid I am the ſon of Gad ? 

Vds not the works of my father believe me 
not. But if I as, and you will not believe me, | 
believe the works, that you may know and be- | 
| 


lieve that the father is in me, and I in the father, 


MorALITIES. 


1. T HE wolves encompaſs the good ſhep- | 
| herd, counterfeiting lambs, to draw 
truth out of his mouth which they would f 
cute. They reſembled a certain plant 
which carrieth the name and ſhape of a lamb, | 
but hath a contrary ſubſtance and different 
qualities; for it is ravenous as a wolf, and | 
devours all the herbs which grow about it. | 
So are there many who infinuate themſelves | 
into the friendſhip of good men by fair, but 
eounterfeit, reſpects, that afterward they | 
may be made the object of their cruelty. 
Thoſe men look after the Meſſias in the | 
porch of Solomon as Herod fought after him 
in the manger, not to adore but to kill him. 
Their mouth carries honey when their heart 


katcheth peifon ; but nothing is unknown | 
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to God, from whom hell itſelf hath not 
darkneſs enough to hide itſelf. : 
2. Jeſus knows his flock, and his flock 
reciprocally knows him; and in that con- 
ſiſts all our happineſs, to know God and to 
be known of him. The chiefeſt of all wif: 
dom is to know him and to he known by 
him, and to be written in the book of life, 
which is the laſt and chjefeſt of all felicities. 
It is true that he knows all things by the 
knowledge of a clear intelligence, which 
{erves the wicked only to diſcover plainly 
their crimes : whereas he knows the juſt b 
a ſcience of favour and approbation, which 
indeed is eternal predeſtination. If we be 
unknown to God, we muſt make ourſelves 
known to him by ſome good virtue, ys 
doth not depend only upon us. The fir 
beam is of prevenient grace and our vocatian 
to chriſtianity, which is part of our predeſti- 
nation, and is not at all within our power: 
we have not been elected becauſe we have 
believed in God by our own forces, but we 
believe becauſe we have been elected. The 
ſirſt knowledge comes purely from God, but 
it is in us by his grace to purſue this firſt 
light, and to advance our predeſtination to 
glory, by forcing ourſelves to know him per- 
tectly who hath known us fo liberally. 
Þ 23 · Jeſus 
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3. Jeſus will not be known ſingly by his 
words, but by his works. Our words muſt 
agree with our good actions as the needle * 
of a clock agrees with the ſprings. When 
we have heard or read ſome good doctrine, 
that ſermon or reading muſt paſs into our 
manners. It is ſurely a ſtrange thing that 
many employ that leiſure to know much, 
and yet will not ſpend ſome conſiderable 
time to make themſelves good chriſtians. 
We muſt be philoſophers more by imitating 
the example of God than by any curious en- 
quiry of his greatneſs. Our chriſtianity 
teacheth us that we ſhould be more know- 
ing and ſkilful in the practice of our life than 
of our tongue, and that we are rather made 
to perform great aCtions than to ſpeak them. 
We muſt have a ſpecial care that our hands 
do not give our mouth the lye. What can 
we gain, in the judgment of God, by being 
Iike thoſe trees which have a fair out - ſide 
rniſh'd with leaves, yet good for nothing 
but to 8 a ſhadow and to make a noiſe 
when the wind blows? God requires of us 
fruit, ſince he is the father of all fertility, and 
nothing 3s barren in the land of the hving. 
es? ASPIRATIONS, | 
My God, I know thee, becauſe thou 
was firſt pleas'd to know me: thou haft 


known 


. 


= 2 
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known me by thy goodneſs, and I will do 


my beſt to know thee, that I may obtain all 
happineſs. O that I might know that my 
name is written in the book of life, and allo 
know the life which I may poſſeſs within 
the heart of Jeſus, in which ſo many lives 
do live : O how ſhould 1 then find my ſpi- 


rit raviſh'd in thoſe beautiful ideas of glory l 
Fix thine eyes on me, O Lo. d, and thou 
ſhalt thereby bring me to the fountain of all 


happineſs. The father hath given me to 
thee and I am the conqueſt of thy precious 
blood: Suffer not a foul to be taken away 
from thee which hath coft thee ſo many 
ſweats and ſufferings. I am thine by ſo many 
— 5 that I ws be no _ mine own but 
only to have the right of renouncing that 
which I am, and Wenn what fhall be 
thine in this little kingdom of my heart. 


The Goſpel for Thurſday the fifth week 
in Lent, St. Luke vn. 
Upon St. Mary Magdalen's waſhing our 


Saviour's feet in the Phariſee's houſe. 


IND one of the phariſees defir'd bi 
A one 2 the 3 efir'd him to 


eat with him. And he being entered into 


the houſe of the phariſee, he ſat down to meat. 

And 44040 4 Lane that was m the city, 7 
inner, as ſhe knew that he ſat down in t 
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's houſe, ſhe brought an alabaſter bos 
ointment ; and flamding behind befifle his feet, 
n to water his feet with her tears, and 
vipet them with the hairs of her hetid, and 
tifſed his feet, and anointed them wth divits 
ment. And th: pharijes that had bid him, ſee- 
ing it, ſpake within himſelf, ſaying, This man, 
If he were a prophet, woula have known who 
and what manner of woman ſhe is that toucheth 
him, that fhe is a firmer. And Jeſus ahſwer- | 
ing faid to him, Simon I have fomewhiit to ſay 
unte thee. But he ſaid, Maſter, ſay. A cer- 
tain crettitoy hui two debtors, one did obe five 
hundred pence and the other fifty ; they having 
wt theriavith to pay, he forgave both : the- 
her -therefore* doth lobe bim more? —— 
mo ſaid, I ſuppoſe thut he to whom 
forgave * Fl i to him, thou haft q 
Judged righth. And enrning to the woman be 
aid unto Simon, Diff thou ſee this woman? I 
entered iuto thy houſe, water 10 my feet thou | 
diaſi not give; but ſhe with tears hath watered | 
iy feet, aud with ber hairs hath wiped them. 
Kiſs thon gaveſt me not; but ſhe, fince I cume 
in, hath not cetifed to kiſs my fret. With oil 
thou didft not andint my head; but fhe with 
ortmhent hath anointed my fret, For the which, 
T jay to thee, nidty ſins are forgiven her, becauſe 
bath loved viuch, But is whom leſs is for- 


given 
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given, he loveth leſs. And he ſaid to her, Thy 


ins are forgiven thee. And they that ſat toge- 


ther at table began to ſay within themſelves, Who 
is this that ſo forg giveth ſins ? And he ſaid to 
the woman, Thy faith hath made thee ſafe, 0 


in N 
MogATTTIES. 


1. GAINT Mary Magdalen is under the 
feet of Jelus Chriſt, as is that work 
of ſaphires, mentioned in Exodus, under the 
feet of God. It is 2 work wrought by the 
right hand of the higheſt, the wonder of 
women, the moſt happy of all lovers ; who 
made profit of ſin, which deſtroys all; who 
ſanctified that love which ſo little knew the 
way to any ſanctity, This is the fountain 
mention'd in the book of Heſter in the-vi- 
ſion of Mardocheus ; a fountain which be- 
came a river, and alter changes itſelf into 
the ſun, which gives beams and ſhowers at 
one inſtant, She is a fountain at a phariſee's 
table; ſhe is a river in her ſolitary grove; ſhe 


\ 


is a ſun both in paradiſe and in that great 
exaltation wherein the catholic church now 


beholds her. Being now in glory ſhe doth 
not yet forbear to open fountains of tears, 


by imitation of her, within the ſouls of re- 


pentant Sinners, of whom inceſſantly ſhe 
i procurey 
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ocures the converſion, Happy is that 
rt which is plerc'd with the imitation of 
her virtues, thereby to gain ſome part of her 
Crowns, | 
2. Every thing is admirable in her con- 
verſion: a ſinner wounded with love cures 
herſelf by love, She changes the fire of 
Babylon into that of Jerufalem. She plucks 
out of her wound the venomous dart of 
worldly love, to make large room for the 
arrows of Jeſus which pierce her heart, and 
at an inſtant make a harmony. of heavenly 
paſſions within the bottom of her ſoul. She 
holds the wound dearer than life, and goes 
ſtraight to her conqueror to delire death or 
increaſe of love. 
3. She appears moſt ingenious in her af- 
fections to provide no water wherewith to 
waſh her maſter's feet, ſince ſhe could draw 
it ſo fitly out of her own eyes. This was 
the water which Jeſus did thirſt after, when 
he aſked of the Samaritan woman ſome to 
drink; but the poor woman was ſo aſtoniſh'd 
that ſhe forſook her pitcher, and forgot that 
which Jeſus aſked. Now, the holy Mag- 
dalen brings her eyes to the phariſee'stable, 
as two veſſels full of chryſtal water, which 
was of that pure ſtream which comes from 
the holy lamb. Heaven is wont to water 


— 
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che earth, but here the earth waters heaven, 


A ſoul which was before black and burnt up 
with the fire of concupiſcence, provides a 
fountain for the kingof higheſt heaven. She 
draws tears from her fins, to make them be · 
come the joys of paradiſe, 

4. She ſanctifies all that which was es 
ſteemed moſt profane. Her hairs, which 
were the nets wherein ſo many captive fouls 
did ſigh under the yoke of wanton love, are 
now (as the enſigns and ſtandards of wicked 
Cupid) trampled under the feet of her con- 
queror. "Thoſe kifles, which carried the 
poiſon of a luxurious paſſion in her heart, 
do now breathe- from her nothing but the 
delicacies of chaſtity, Her pleaſing odours, 
which were before vowed to ſenſuality, are 
now become the ſweeteſt exhalations from 
that amber-oil, which brings an odoriferoug 
perfume to Jeſus Chriſt. She brings with 
her aromatic ſpices to burn herſelf at the 
mountain of her ſun, who makes himſelf 
her prieſt, her advocate and brideman. 

5. She had gain'd the great Jubilee, and 


Vas aſſur'd of it by the word of the eternal 


biſhop; and yet during all the reſt of her 

life the practiſed upon herſelf a ſanctified re- 

venge, and her penance never ends but with 

her lite, to confound our coldnei yy 
| 0 


\ 
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know ſo little what it is to bewail a ſin. She 
is as timerous in the aſſurance of her pardon 
as we are ſecure at the approach of God's 
Juſtice. No body could be fo patient and ſo 
conſtant in her love but ſhe that had a holy 
emulation toward heavenly charity. It is 
her perſeverance which draws to the earth a 
perfect copy of that life, without limit, which 
the bleſſed ſouls enjoy in heaven. It is ſhe {/ 
alone to whom eternity was then given, be- 
cauſe ſhe had power to offer repentant frailty 
to eternity itſelf, 


| ASPIRATIONS, 
Upon St. Mary Magdalen's great repentance. 
O Jeſus, my conqueror and my ſovereign 
i. biſhop, thou art pleaſed to be ſatisfied 
of thy unworthy ſervant, but I am not yet 
content with myſelf. No, no, my life and 
penance ſhall end together, ſince I have loſt 
that which ſhould never have been ſeparated 
from my body before the ſeparation of my 
ſoul. And ſince I cannot enter chaſte into 
my grave, I will now go repentant into an 
a and ſavage . —— the ſun ſnal!l / 
ſhine no more upon a head fo ſinful as mine. 
Mine eyes, O mine eyes ! who have firſt 
received that fire which hath ſo paſſionately 
devoured my foul, I will make you gr 
6 0 
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EDuterninmentt for Let, thy 
che pond of Heſebond, and ſooner ſhall 
thoſe two fountains be dried up which ſerve 
the ſtreams of Jordan than you ſhall want 
water ts waſh the ſteps of your concupi · 
ſcence. I will have that neck (which hath 
ſuffered itſelf to be embraced by unlawful 
arms) held under the yoke of him that hath 
overcome me; and ſo happily ſubjected me 
to his empire. Theſe arms and hands, which 
have been the chains of wanton embrace- 
ments, {hall henceforth for ever be lifted up 
to heaven in prayer, and ſhall have no 
other altars but theifeet of my Lord and 
maſter, if I dare think myſelf worthy to 
kifs them. This mouth, which hath been 
the gate of unchaſtity, ſhall now become a 
temple of God's praiſes. And this heart, 
which hath been a burning furnace of world- 
ly love, ſhall be a burning lamp of holy af- 

ions before God, and ſhall have no 
other oil to maintain it but that water 
which ſhall be drawn from mine eyes. Q 
my God, ſince I have fo betray'd my heart, 


abuſed my youth, ſpent prodigally thy tre 


ſures, and made crowns to Baal out of thy 
filver ; fince I have forſaken thee who art 
eternal, unchangeable and incomparable 
goodneſs, without whom all other goods are 
nothing, to follow a wanton fire which hath 

| brought 
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brought me to the brim of an everlaſting 
precipice; where ſhall I find ſufficient 
tears to waſh my offences? Where ſaall [ 
find enough parts of my body to be conti- 
nually offered up as a ſacrifice of my repen- 
tance ? I would make my life immortal, to 
have my pains ſo laſting ; and if thy mercy 
will-not let me be the object of thy ven- 
geance, let me at leaſt ſerve for a ſacrifice at 
thy altars. | 


The Goſpel for Friday the fifth week 
in Lent, St. John xi. 


The Jews ſaid, What ſhall we do? for 
| this man doth many miracles. 

HE chief priefts therefore and the phari- 

fees gathered a council and ſaid, What ſhall 
ve do? for this man doth many ſigns. If we 
let him alone Jo all will believe in him, and the 
Romans will come and take away our place and 
nation. But one of them named Caiaphas, be- 
ing the high-prieft for the year, ſaid to them, 
You know nothing, neither do you conſider that 
it is expedient for us that one man die for the 
People, and the whole nation periſh not. And 
this he ſaid not of himſelf; but being the high- 
prieft of that year he propheſied that Feſus ſhould 
die for that nation; and not only for __— 
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but to gather in one the children of Gad that 


were diſperſed. From that day therefore they 
deviſed to kill him. Teſus therefore walked no 
more openly among the Fews, but he went ints 
the country beſide the deſert unto a city that it 


called Ephrem, and there he abode with his 


diſciples, 
MoRALITIES. 
ONE of the greateſt tragedies acted in 


the life of man, which makes curious 


perſons to queſtion, wiſe men to wonder, 


good men to groan, and the wicked to re- 


Joice, is to ſee an innocent man oppreſſed 
by colour of juſtice. Now Jeſus, being re- 
ſolved to eſpouſe our miſeries as far as they 
can reach, was pleaſed to paſs through thoſe 
rigors and formalities of the wicked, co- 
loured with a pretext of equity. He is not 
here condemned by a mean people, without 


* conſideration, without power, without for- 


mality of proceſs, but by theſe chief- prieſts 


and principal men of that nation aſſembled 
in council; they inform'd themſelves, they 
- reaſon, and conclude his death. The lions 


of Solomon's throne did anciently bear cer- 
tain writs of the law, to ſignify that it was 


. to be handled by couragious and clear-ſeeing 
judges, But here foxes got into their hands 


and 


\ 
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and did manage it by crafty deceits and 
wickedneſs. Alas, we are far the laws 
of God when we cannot abide the leaſt 
word fpoken againft our reputation. We 
are troubled to ſuffer for innocency, as if it 
were a greater honour to fuffer for a direct 
offence. Shall we never think that the tri- 
umph of virtue conſiſts in well-doing, and 
thereby ſometimes receiving harm, even 
from thoſe who are eſteemed good men ? 

2. There are ſome difficulties in affairs, 
where trurh is ſhut up as within a cloud: 
wiſe men can hardly find out where the point 
lies; but God doth fo order it, that falfhood 
leaves always certain marks by which it may 
be known ; and the beauty of truth is ever 
like that lake of Africk, which early or 
late diſcovers all that is caft into it, and 
makes all impoſtures plainly appear when we 
think they are moſt conceal d. And this 
appears by the proceeding of Caiaphas, who 
choſe to condemn Chriſt for thoſe things 
which were the certain tokens that he was 
the true Meffias. He concluded his death 
by reaſon of his miracles, and thoſe gave 
him authority as to the prince of life. A 
troubled ſpirit makes darts of every thing 
(which it can) to fight againſt reaſon, and 
Fills uiſelf, not ſuſpeRing its own pn 
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thou have no pity Q my heart, ſo many 
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3. The devil publiſhes Jeſus for the true 

Meſſias, and fo doth likewiſe Caiaphas pro- 
phecy the ſame, It is not always a certain 
mark of goodneſs to ſpeak that which is 
good, but it is ar aſſurance of virtue to 
avoid that which is ill. There are ma- 
ny from whom good works do eſcape, 
while they both think and do ill. Truth 
makes uſe of their tongues when devils com- 
mand their- hearts. It is this which makes 
us ſee our Saviour's empire, and the extent 
of his conqueſts, which is not limited b 
time, he being already entered into poſſeſſion 
of eternity; and it is not bounded by place, 
becauſe it contains all immenſity. Night 
hath no power to cover it, becauſe it is light 
itſelf: It cannot be ſhut up in any deceitful 
ſhadow, becauſe it ſcatters and diſcovers all 
falſhood : It cannot be comprehended with- 
in our ſenſes, becauſe it exceeds their capa- 
city; and it is preſent in all places, being 
omnipotent and eternal in all times, | 


ASPIRATIONS. 


O Jeſus, father of all bleſſed unions, who 
haſt ſuffer'd death to unite all the chil- 
dren of God together, who are ſcattered 
over all the countries of the world ; wilt 


times 
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times torn in pieces and ftrayed among a 
great multitude of objects which eftrange 
11 the firſt of all unities ? 

y ſo ts through all the gates of my 
ſenſes, by running after ſo many creatures 
which do kindle covetouſneſs but never ſerve 


8 


refreſh or cool the heat of it. Draw me, 
Lord, from the great throng of ſo many 
exterior things, that I may retige into my 
own heart, and from thence ariſe to thine, 
where I may find the peace which thou haſt 
eementedfaſt with thy precious blood. When 
mall I fee the firſt beams of that liberty 
which thou granteſt to thy children? When 
ſhall my thoughts return from wandering in 
thoſe barren regions where thou art not ac- 
knowledged? When ſhall I be re-united 
and fo purified by thy favours. that they may 
| celebrate continual of feaſt in my ſoul? 
I am already there in defire, and ſhall be 
therein preſence, when by help of thine in- 
— grace and mercy, I can be wholly 
me. : 


, —_ — — 
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And Jeſus found a young aſs and ſat upon it, as 
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The Goſpel for Saturday the fifth week 
in Lent, St. John it © 
The chief prieſts thought to kill Lazarus, 
becauſe the miracle upon him made mary 
follow Jeſus. 1 W 
UT the chief prigſis deviſed to kill Laxa- 
rus alſo, becauſe many, for him, of the 
Jews went away and believed in Feſus. _ 
And on the morrow a great multitude that 
was come to a feſtival· day, when they had heard 
that Jeſus cometh to Feruſalem, took the 
boughs of palms and went forth to meet hi 
cried, Hoſanna, - bleſſed is he that c 
in the name of our Lord, the king of 1jraet. 


it is written : Fear not, daughter of Sion, be- 
held thy king cometh ſitting upon an aſs's colt, 
Theſe things his diſciples did not know at the 
firſt ; but when Feſus was glorified, then they 
remembred that theſe things had been written 0 
him, and theſe things they did to him. Ti 
multitude thereforge gave teſtimony, which was 
with him when he called Lazarus out of the 
grave, and raiſed him from the dead. Far 
therefore all the multitude came to meet him, lo- 
cauſe they heard he had done this ſign. The 
orgs therefore ſaid among themſelves, Do you 
ſee that we prevail nothing? Behold, the 
svhole world is gone after him, 
2 


And 


” 
* * 


are deſirous to ſee e. 


by this great multitude. 


abaſements. 
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And there were certain Gentiles of them, that 
came up to adore in the feſtival-day. Theſe 
therefore came to Philip, who was of Bethſaida 
of Galilee,” and deſrred him, ſayi 757 ng, Sir, we 

Philip cometh and 


zelleth Andrew, Again, Andrew and Philip 


told Jeſus; but Jeſus anſwered them, 


ur 1s come that the ſon of man 251 
glorified. Amen, Amen, 1 fay to you, unleſs 
the grain of wheat falling into the ground die, 
itſelf remaineth alone ;, but if it die, it bring- 
eth much fruit, He that Inveth his life ſhall 
Boſe it; and he that baſeth his life in this world, 

th laß it to life everlaſling. I any man 
miniſter to me, let him fallow me; and where 
1 am, there alſo ſhall my miniſter be. If any 
man miniſter unto me, my father will honour him. 


MoRALITIES, 


1. ADMIRE here the extaſies of our 
ſweet Saviour : He is raviſhed by 

the object of his death, and is tranſported by 
the idea of his ſufferings. The trumpet of 
heaven ſoundedin the voice which was heard 
He encourages 
himſelf to his combat; he looks confidently 
upon the croſs as the fountain of his glories, 
and planted his elevation upon the loweſt 
Shall not we love this croſs, 
which 


1 eee 
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. which Jeſus hath cheriſhed as his ſpouſe 2 


He gave up his ſoul in the arms of it, ta 
conquer our ſouls. We ſhall never be wor- 
thy of him till we bear the enſigns of his 
war, and the ornaments of his peace. Every 
thing is paradiſe to him that knows how to 
love the croſs ; and every thing is hell-to _ 
thoſe who fly from it; and no flies it 
but ſhall find it. It is the gate of our mor- 


tality, whither we muſt all come, though 
ve turn our backs to it. 


2. What a great ſecret it is, to hate our 


foul that we may love it : to hate it for a 


time, that we = love it for eternity ; to 
puniſh it in this life, to give it thereby a 
perpetual reſt in that to come; to deſpiſe it, 
that we may honour it; to handle it rough- 
7 that it may be perfectly eftabliſh'd in all 

elights? And yet this is the way that all 
Juſt men have paſſed to arrive at the chiefeſt 
point. of their reſt, They have reſembled 
the flowers-de-luce, which weep for a time, 
and out of their own tears produce feeds 


which renew their beauties. The falt fea 


for them becomes a flouriſhing field, as it 
did to the people of God when they came 
forth of the chains of Egypt. The cloud 


which appeared to the prophet Ezekiel ear- 
ried with it winds and ſtorms, but it was 


* 
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environ'd with a golden circle, to teach us, 
that the ſtorms of affliction which happen to 
God's children are incompaſs'd with bright- 


neſs and ſmiling felicity. They muſt rot 


as a grain of wheat, that they may bud out 
and flouriſh in the ear. They -muſt abide 
the diverſity of times, and endure the ſcythe 
and flail : they muſt be ground in a mill, 
and paſs by water and fire before they can 

be made bread pleaſing to Jeſus Chriſt. Our 
loſſes are our advantages; we loſe nothing 
but to gain by it; we humble and abaſe 


ourſelves to be exalted ; we deſpoil ourſelves ' 


to be better cloath'd ; and we mortify our- 
ſelves to be reviv'd. O what a grain of 
wheat is Jeſus Chriſt, who hath paſs'd all 
theſe tryals to make the height of all heaven- 
ly glories bud out of his infinite ſufferings! 


| ASPIRATIONS, 
O God, I have that paſſionate deſire which 
*— theſe ſtrangers had to ſee Jeſus. I do 
not aſk it of Philip, nor ſhall Philip haye 
cauſe to aſk Andrew. My Jeſus, I aſk it 
of thyſelf ; thou art beautiful even in the 
way of the croſs ; thou didſt ſhew thyſelf 


couragious in the abyſs of thy pains ; thou 
art admirable in the contempt of death. 
Ihe beaveply trumpet hath already -—_ 
e | PF 
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3, for thee, and chearfulneſs gives wings to 
to carry thee to this great combat, where death 
t- and life fight ſingly together; which makes 
ot life die for a time and death live for ever. I 
ut \ will forſake my very ſoul, to follow thee in 
de || this agony, and find my life in thy death, 
he || as thou haſt extinguiſh'd death in thy life. 

1 

Fa | The Goſpel for Palm- Sunday, Sr, 
ur : £ Matthew XXI. 

: | | 

2 | Our Saviour came in triumph to Jeruſalem, 
* | a little before his paſſion, 

r- 3 ND when they drew nigh to Feruſalem 
of A 4 and were come to Bethpage, unto mount 
Wt Olivet, then Feſus ſent two diſciples, ſaying to 


them, Go ye into the town that is againſi you, 
and immiediately you ſhall find an aſs ty'd, and 
a colt with her, looſe them, and bring them to 

41 me. And if any man ſhall ſay ought to you, 

h ſay ye, That our Lord hath need of them ; and 


10 Fertbruith he will let them go. And this was 
e | dane, that it might be fulfill d which was ſpo- 
it (en by the prophet, ſaying, Say ye to the daugh- 
1C | ter of Sion, bebold thy king cometh to thee meek, 
If '| and ſitting upon an 75 and a colt, the faal s 

Ju her that is us'd to the yoke. "And the diſciples 
ho, || _ going did as Feſus commanded them, and they 
d brought the aſs and the colt, and laid ther gar. 
Pj ; 1 | ments 
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ments upon them, and made him fit thereon. Aid 


a very great multitude ſpread in 
the tuay; and others did cut heath from the 
trees and ſtrew'd them in the way; and the 


mnultitude that went before and that follow'd 


cry d, ſaying, Hoſannato the ſon of David, blefſed 
—— in the — 


MoRALITIES. | 5 

ON Saviour goes to his death in tri- 

umph: He appears to be a king, but 
a king of hearts, who requires nothing of us 
but ourſelves, only to make us happy and 
contented in him. He triumphs before the 
victory, becauſe none but he could be ſure 
of the future certainty of his happineſs. But 
he water'd his triumphs with tears, to weep 


for our joys, which were to proceed out of 


his ſadneſs. It is related by an ancient ora- 
tor, that when Conſtantine made his entry 
into Great Britanny, where he was born, 
the people receiv'd him with ſo great ap- 
plauſe, that they kiſs d the fails and oars of 
the veſſel which brought him, and were 
ready to pave the ftreets with their bodies, 


for him to tread on. If they did fo for a 


mortal man, what ſhould we not do for an 
eternal God, who comes to buy us with his 
| | | precious 
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precious blood, and demands entrance into 


our hearts only to give us paradiſe? 
2. He walks towards his croſs amongſt 


the cries of fervour nde; to teach us with 


what chearfulneſs we ſhould conform our- 


ſelves to abide our own ſufferings, imitating 


the apoſtles, who received their firſt re- 


proaches as manna from heaven. He would 
have us prepared and reſolved always to ſuf- 


fer death patiently ; whether it be a death 
which raiſeth'up our ſpirit to forſake ſenſua- 
lity, or a natural death. Whatſoever it be, 
we ſhould embrace it as the day which muſt 
bring us to our lodging after a troubleſome 
pilgrumage. Doth it not appear plainly that 
thoſe who are loth to forſake the world are 
like herbs put into an earthen pot amongſt 
ſtraw and dung and yet would 1 unwilling 
to come forth of it? The furniture of our 
worldly lodging grows rotten, the roof is 


ready to fall upon our heads, the foundation 
ſhakes under our feet, and we fear that day 


which, if we ourſelves will, ſhall be the 
morning of our eternal happineſs. It is not 


© death, but only the opinion of it which is 


terrible, and every man conſiders it accord- 


ing to the diſpoſition of his own ſpirit. 


3- The palm-branches which we carry in 
our hands require from us the renewing of 
| 6 
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a life purify'd and cleans'd in the blood of 
the holy lamb, In the beginning of Lent we 
take upon our heads the aſhes of palm- 
branches, to teach us, that we do then enter, 
as it were, into the ſepulchre of repentance: 
but now we carry green boughs, to make 
us know that now we come out of the tomb 
of aſhes, to enter 


4 garments 
Jeſus, declare that all our temporal goods 
ſhould be employ'd toward his glory; and 
2 forſake our affections to all 

ings which periſh, that we be partak- 
ers of his kingdom. No — fn 
that is delighted -with moveable things. He 
that is ſubje& to worldly affections, binds 
himſelf to a wheel which turns about conti- 
nually. Jeſus accepted this triumph only to 
deſpiſe it; he reſerv'd the honour of it in his 
own hands, to drown it in the flood of his 
tears, and in the ſea of his precious blood. 
If you be rich and wealthy, do not publiſh 
it vainly, but let the poor feel it. You 
muſt min Rr ETIy 
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of this world as a man whoſe only buſinefs | 
; muſt be to go to (od. | i} 
| Jr RATIONS, 5 1 
O. of hearts, after whom all þ 1 
chaſte lov: o languiſh, I am filfd with 4 
joy to ſee th / ralk amongſt the cries of x 
joy, and the ns and garments of thy ad- 9 
mirers, which erw 'd for carpets: I am ra- 1 
viſh'd with tt honours, and the delights 8 
| of thy glory, 21d I applaud thy triumphs. ' | 
4 Alas! that all the earth is not obedient to T 
' thy laws, and that the tongues of all people 
do not make one voice to acknowledge thee 
| fole monarch of heaven and earth. Tri- 
umph at leaſt in the hearts of thy faithful 
ſervants, 22 magnificent maſter; make 
me a triumphat ark compos'd of Bearts; put 
fire to it with thy ador'd hand. Send out 
one ſpark of that heat which thou cameſt to 
ſpread upon the earth. Let every thing burn 
for thee, and conſume itſelf in thy love. 1 
do irrevocably bind my heart to the magni- 
ficence of thy triumph, and I love better to 
be thy ſlave, than to be ſaluted king of te 
whole world. S. 
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The Goſpel for Monday in holy week, 
St. John xii. 


St. Mary Magdalen anointed our Saviour's 
feet with precious ointment, at which 
_.Jutes repin'd. 

ESUS therefore, ſix days before the paſeh, 
came to Bethany, where; Lazarus was, 
had been dead, whom Feſus rais'd : and 

they made him a ſupper there, and Martha mi- 

niſter d, but Lazarus was one of them that ſat 

at the table with him. Mary therefore took a 

pound of ointment, of right ſpikenard, precious, 

and anointed the feet of Feſus, and wiped his 
feet with her 2 and the houſe, was filled 
with the odour of the ointment, One therefore 

— 22 2 ples, ke rr pen he that was to 
id = Ho 4 3 = * 

old for three e e en io 1 

fa And he ſaid — not Fay: he — 
for the poor, but becauſe he was a thief, and 
baving the purſe, carry'd the things that were 
put in it. Feſus therefare ſaid, Z her alone, 
| | it for the day of my burial : 


— the have always with you, but me 
=_ have always. A great multitude 


theefire of the Fews — he was thare: and 
they came not for Feſus only, but that they might 
fee Lazarus, whom he rais'd from the dead. 
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1] AZARUS being rais'd from his 
. grave, conyerfeth familiarly with Je- 


fus; and to preſerve the life which he had 


newly received, he ties himfelf continually 
to the fountain of lives, to teach us that fince 
we have begun to make a ſtrong converſion 
from fin to grace, we muſt not be out of 
the ſight of God; we muſt live with him, 
and of him : with him, by applying our 

Irit, our prayers, our fervor, our paſhonate 

zhs toward him; and live of him by often 


receiving the bleſſed ſacrament. Happy they | 


(faith the angel in the apocalypſe) who are 
invited fo the wedding-ſupper of the lamb, 
But note, that he who invites us to this feaſt 
ſtands u gent amidſt the ſun, to ſignify that 
we ſhould be as pure as the beams of light 
when we come unto the moſt holy facra- 
ment. Lazarus did eat bread with his Lord, 
but, to ſpeak with St. Auguſtine, he did not 
then eat the bread of our Lord. And yet 
this great favour is reſerv'd for you when you 
are admitted to that heavenly banquet, where 
God makes himſelf meat, to give you an 


antepaſt of his immortality. 


2. God will have us acknowledge his be- 


nefits by the faithfulneſs of our ſervices. - St. 
; R Peter's 
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Peter's mother-in-law, as ſoon as ſhe was 


healed of her fever, preſently ſerv'd her phy- 
fician. And obſerve that Martha ſerved the 


author of life, who had redeemed her bro- 


ther from the power of death. The faith- 
ful Mary, who had ſhed tears, gave what 
ſhe had moſt precious, and obſerves no mea- 
ſure in the worth, becauſe Jeſus cannot be 
valued. Cleopatra's pearl, eſtimated to be 
worth twb hundred crowns, which ſhe made 
her friend ſwallow at a. banquet, this holy 
woman thought too baſe : ſhe melts her 
heart in a ſacred limbeck of love, and diſtils 
it out by her eyes. And Jeſus makes ſo great 
account of her waters and perfumes that he 


would ſuffer no body to waſh his feet when 


he inſtituted the bleſſed ſacrament, as not 
being willing to deface the ſacred characters 
of his ſacred lover. 

3- Judas murmurs, and covers his villain- 
ous * — of avarice under the colour of 
charity and mercy toward the poor. And 
juſt ſo do many cover their vices with a 
ſpecious ſhew of virtue. The proud man 
would be thought magnanimous; the pro- 
digal would paſs for liberal; the covetous 
for a good huſband; the brain-fick raſh man 
would be reputed courageous ; the glutton 


a hoſpitable good fellow; ſloth puts = 


um—— oo 


2 — 2 


Entertainments for Lent. , 19 5 


face of quietneſs ; timorouſneſs of wiſdom 3 


impudence of boldneſs; inſolence of liberty; 


and over-confident or e would 


be taken for eloquence. Many men, for - 
their own particular intereſt, borrow ſome 
colours of the public good, and many actions 
both unjuſt and unreaſonable, take upon 
them a reſemblance of piety. Saint Ireneus 
faith, that many give water, coloured with 
ſlak'd white-lime or plaifter, inſtead of milk; 
and all their life is but a* farce, where black- 
amoores are whited over with meal. Poor 
truth ſuffers much amongſt theſe couzenages: 
but you muſt take notice, that in the end 
wicked and diſſembling Judas did burſt and 
ſhew his damned ſoul ſtark naked. Yet 
ſome think fairly to cover foul intentions, 
who muſt needs know well that hypocriſy 
hath no veil to couzen death. * 


ASPIRATIONS. 


1 See tio altars in all the world more ami- 
able than the feet · of our Saviour: I will 


go by his ſteps to find his feet; and by the - F 


excellencies of the beſt of men, I will go 
find out the God of gods. "Thoſe feet are 
admirable, and Saint John hath well de- 


A farce js @ French jigg, wherein the faces of all the 


Ke are whited over with meal. 


R 2 ſcribed 


196 —— dn 
a them to be made of metal burni 
pen 
e 
aſfections of their maſter. Judas mur- 
mur at it what he will, but if I had a ſea 
ſweet odours and odoriferous 


hen 


worthy of love, Give, O mine eyes, give 
at leaſt tears to this precious 
which goes to ſacrifice itſelf for ſatisfaction 
of your libidinous Waſh it 
with your waters before it waſh you with its 
blood. O my ſoul, w not after excre- 
— tice does os : Thy hairs are 
4 which mu only chin of him 
thought fo kindly and I; 
ee oy alan 


Fe. John xiii. 

Of our Saviour's waſhing the feet of his 
z apofftles, 

OR oe of "of this world to his father : 

loved his that were in the world, 

c— — And when ſupper 


would empty them all 52 an object ſo 
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the heart of Fudas Iſcariot, the ſon of Simon, 
to betray. him, knowing that the * gave 
him all things into his hands, and that he came 


| from God, and goeth to God : He riſeth from 


ſupper and layeth aſide his garments, and hav- 
ing taten a towel girded himſelf. After that 
he put water in a baſon, and began to waſh 
the feet of his diſciples, and to wipe them with 
the towel-wherewith he was girded. He com- 
eth therefore to Simon Peter ; and Peter ſaith 
to him, Lord, doſi thou waſh my feet? Feſus 
anſwered and ſaid to him, That which I do 
thou knoweft not now, thou ſhalt know hereafter. 
Peter faith to him, Thou ſhalt not waſh my 
feet for ever. Jeſus anſwerel him, If I waſh 
thee net, thou ſhalt not have part with me. 
Simon Peter faith to him, Lord, not my 
feet, but alſo my hands and head. Feſus ſaith 
to him, He that is waſhed, needed not but to 
waſh his feet, but is clean wholly : and you are 
clean, but not all; fer he knew who he was 
that would betray him, therefore he ſaid, you 
are not all clean, | 
Therefore after he had waſhed their feet and 
talen his garments, being ſet down again, he 


faid to them, Know you what I have done to 


you Ton call me maſter and Lord, you ſay 
well, fer ſo I am. If then 7 kite cited your 


feet Lord and * you alſa cught to waſh ne 


3 another 


— 
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anather s feet. For I have given- you an ex- 


8 that as I have dane to you, ſo you do 


MoRALITIES. 


ESUS loves his ſervants for an * 
| till the full accompliſhment of that 
end. The world loves his creatures with a 
love which tends to concupiſcence ; but that 
is not the end for which they. were made or 
ſhould be beloved. There is a great 
difference between them : for the love of 


worldly men plays the tyrant in the world, 


ſnatching and turning all things from the true 

and intention for which were 
made by God, diverting them to prophane 
uſes by turbulent and forcible ways. The 
world beach itſelf to ſet up i ols every 


Chief ſovereign. It makes uſe of the ſun to 
light his crimes, of the fatneſs of the earth 
to fatten his pleaſure, of for his lux- 
ury, of all metals to kindle avarice, -and of 
pureſt beauties to ſerve ſenſuality. And. 
10 —— love any creature with a well- 
love, as it ought to be loved, that 
is not permanent. The wind is not more 
inconſtant, nor a calm at ſea more unfaith- 
dul than the worldly friendſhip. For ſome- 

times 


where, to make itſelf adored in them as 
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times it begins with fire and ends in ice. It 
is made as between a pot and a glaſs, and 
is broken ſooner than a glaſs. The ancient 
Almans tried their children in the Rhine, but 
true friendſhip is tried in a ſea of tribulation. 
It is only Jeſus, the preſerver and reſtorer 
of all things, who loves us from eternity to 
eternity. We muſt follow the ſacred 
of his examples to reduce ourſelves to the 
final point of our happineſs. 

2. The water at firſt was a mild element 
which ſerved the majeſty of God as a float- 
ing chariot, ſince (as the ſcripture faith) his 
ſpirit was carried upon the waters, from 
whence he drew the ſeeds which produced 
all the world. But after man ſinned, like 
a ſupreme judge, he made uſe of the 
tleſt — to be the inſtruments of * 
niſhments. The water which carried the 
divine mercies was choſen, at the deluge, to 
drown all mankind. Now at this time Jeſus 
ſanctiſied it by his ſacred touch: He took 
the baſon, which being in his hands became 
greater and more full of majeſty than all the 
ocean. Our ſpots, which eternity could 
not waſh clean, are taken away at baptiſm 

one only drop of water ſanctified by his 

. He prevents the bath of his blood 


by the bath of an element; which he doth 


exprelly 
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expreſſy before his inſtitution of the bleſſed 
ſacrament, to teach us what purity of life, 
of heart, of faith, of intention and affecti- 
ons we muſt bring to the holy Euchariſt. 
It is neceſſary to chaſe away all ſtrange 


Gods, which are ſins and paſſions, before 


we receive the God of Iſrael; we muſt waſh 
ourſelves in the waters of repentance, and 
change our attire by a new converſation. Is 


it too much for us to give fleſhfor fleſh, the 


body of a miſerable man for that of Jeſus 
Chriſt ? The conſideration of our fins ſhould 
bring up the blood of bluſhing in our cheeks, 
{ince they were the only cauſe why he ſhed 
his moſt precious blood upon the croſs for 
us. Alas, the heavens are not pure before 


his moſt pure ſpirit, which purifies all na- 
tures: then how can we go to him with ſo 


many voluntary ſtains and deformities ? Is 
it not to caſt flowers upon a dunghill, and 
to drive {wine to a clear fountain, when we 
will go to Jeſus (the author of innocency) 
carrying with us the ſteps and ſpots of our 
heinous ſins ? r | 
3, Jeſus would not only take upon him- 
ſelf the form of man, but that alſo of a baſe 


ſervant, as St. Paul ſaith. It was the office 


of ſlaves to carry water to waſh bodies; 


which made Dayid ſay, that Moab 5 


| 
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be the baſon of his hope; expreſſing there- 


by that he would humble the ites ſo 
low, that they ſhould ſerve only to bring 
water to waſh unclean houſes, Alas, ho 


would have faid that the Meſſias was come 
amongſt us to execute the office of a Moabite? 
What force hath conquered him, what arms 
have brought him under, but only love? 
How can we then become proud, and burn 


FT incenſe to that idol called point of honour, 


when we ſee how our God humbled him- 
ſelf in this action? Obſerve with what 
eparation the evangeliſt ſaid that his hea- 


pre 
venly father had put all into his hands; that 


he came from God and went to God; and 
yet inſtead of taking the world's ſceptre he 
takes a baſon and humbles himſelf to the 
moſt ſervile offices. And if the waters in 
this baſon cannot bunt in us the foul impoſt- 
hume of vanity, we muſt expect no other 
remedy but the eternal flames of hell-fire. 


a ASPIRATIONS. 


| O King of all lovers, and maſter of all ho- 


ly loves ! Thou loveſt for an end, and 
till the accompliſhment of that end. It ap- 

pertains only to thee to teach the art of lov- 
ing well, ſince thou haſt practiſed it ſo admi- 
; ably. Thou art none of thoſe delicate 


friends, 


* 
* N 
- 
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friends, who only make love to beauties, to 
gold, to filk ; thou loveſt our very poverty 


and our — becauſe they ſerve for ob- 


s of thy charity. Let proud Michol 

while ſhe lift to ſee my dear David 
made as a water-bearer ; I honour him as 
much in that poſture, as I would fitting 
upon the throne of all the world.. I look 
upon him holding this baſon, as upon him 
that holds the vaſt ſeas in his hands. O m 


"merciful Jeſus, 1 beſeech thee wah, 


and make clean my moſt finful ſoul. 
OP black as hell, bang in thy hands, 
it may become more white to han t dove 
— — 2 of which the prophet 
A run to the fountains, I 
evi with ke amongft thy purifying waters, 
I defire affeCtionately to bumble myſelf; but 
I know not where to%nd ſo low a place as 
thine, when thou waſt humbled before Judas 
to waſh his traiterous feet. 


Upon the garden of mount Oliver 
MoRALITIES. 


ESUS enters into a garden, to expi- 
J ate the fin committed in a garden by 
the firſt man, The firſt Adam ftole the 
fruit, and the ſecond is ordained to make 


W ar It is a ſtrange thing, that he 
2 2 
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choſe the places of our delights for ſufferin 
his pains; and never lookt upon our m 
dainty ſweets but to draw out of them moſt 
bitter ſorrows. Gardens are made for re- 
creations, but our Saviour finds there only 


deſolation. The olives, which are tokens 


of peace, denounce war unto him. The 
plants there do groan, the flowers are but 
flowers of death, and thoſe fountains are 
but fountains of ſweat and blood, He that 
ſhall ſtudy well this garden, muſt needs be 
aſhamed of all his pleaſant gardens, and 
will forſake thoſe refined —_ of tulips 
to make his heart become another manner 
of garden, where Jeſus ſhould be planted as 
the only tree of life, which brings forth the 
moſt perfect fruit of juſtice, 

9 was there that the greateſt cham- 


wy of the world undertook ſo great com- 


ats, which began with ſweat and blood, 
but ended with the loſs of his life. There 
were three marvellous agonies ; of God and 
death; of joy and ſorrow; of the ſoul and 
fleſh of Jeſus, God and death are two in- 


" compatible things, ſince God is the firſt and 


the moſt univerſal of all lives, who baniſh- 
eth from him all the operations of death, 
and yet his love finds means to unite them 
together for our redemption, 11 
e 
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The joy of beatitude was a fruition of all 

celeſtial delights, whereunto nothing which 

iſpleaſeth could have acceſs ; and yet Jeſus 
fi ſorrow to give him a mortal blow, 
even in the ſanctuary of his divinity. He 
afflicted himſelf for us, becauſe we knew 
not what it was to afflict ourſelves for him; 
and he deſcended by our ſteps to the very 
anguiſhes of death, to make us riſe by his 
death to the greateſt joys of life. 

'To be ſhort, there was a great duel be- 
tween the affectionate love and the virginal 
fleſh of Jeſus. His ſoul did naturally love 
a body which was fo obedient; and —_— 
followed wholly the inclinations of his foul. 
There was fo perfect an agreement between 
theſe two parties, that their ſeparation muſt - 
needs be moſt dolorous : yet Jeſus would 
have it ſo, and fign the decree by ſweating 
blood. And as if it had been too little to 
weep for our fins with two eyes, he ſuffered 
as many eyes as he had veins to be made in 
— to ſhed for us tears of his own 

3. Obſerve here how this ſoul of Jeſus, 
amongft thoſe great anguiſhes, continued 
always conſtant, like the needle of a ſea- 
compaſs in a ftorm. He prays, he exhorts, 
he orders, he reproves, and he encourages = 
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he is like the heavens, which (amongſt ſo 
many motions and agitations) loſe no part 
of their meafure or proportion. Nature and 


. obedience make great convulſions in his 


heart, but he remains conſtantly obedient to 
the will of his heavenly father : he tears 
himſelf from himſelf, to make himſelf a 
voluntary ſacrifice for death amongſt all his 
inclinations to life, to teach us that princi- 
pal leſſon of chriſtianity, which is to deſire 


only what God will, and to execute all the 


decrees of his divine providence, as our 


chiefeſt helps to obtain perfection. 
| | ASPIRATIONS. p 
Beauteous garden of olives, which from 


henceforth ſhalt be the molt delicious 
object of my heart, I will loſe myſelf in 
thy walks. I will be loſt with God, that I 
may never be loſt. I will breathe only thy 
air, fince it is made noble by the ſighs of 
my dear maſter. I will gather thy flowers, 
ſince Jeſus hath marked them with his blood. 
I wilt wafh myſelf in thoſe fountains, ſince 
they are ſanctified by the ſweat of Jeſus, I 
will have no other joy but the ſorrow of the 
fon of God, nor any other will but his. O 
my ſweet Saviour, maſter and teacher of all 
humankind, wilt —_ be abridged of thine 

t own 


206 Entertainments for Lent. 


own will, which was ſo reaſonable and pure, 
to give me an example of mortifying my 
paſſions, and ſhall I (before thy face) retain 
any wicked or difordinate appetites ? Is it 
poſſible I ſhould deſire to be Lord of myſelf, 
who am ſo bad a maſter, when I ſee the 
author of all goodneſs ſeparate, himſelf from 
himſelf, only to make me and all mankind 


partakers of his merits. 


Of the apprehenſion of Feſus. 

I that obſcure and dolorous night where- 
in our Saviour was apprehended, three 
forts of darkneſſes were caſt; upon the Jews, 
upon Judas, and upon St. Peter: A dark- 
neſs of obduration upon the hearts of the 
Jews ; a darkneſs of ungrateful malignity 
upon Judas; and a darkneſs of infirmity upon 
St. Peter. Was there ever any blindneſs like 
that of the Jews, who ſought for the ſhining 
Jun with lighted torches, without knowing 
him by ſo many beams of power which 
ſhined from him? They are ſtrucken down 
with the voice of the ſon of God, as with 
lightning, and they riſe again upon the earth 
to arm themſelves againſt heaven. They 
bind his hands to take away the uſe of his 
forces, but they could not ſtop the courſe of 
his bounties. Ta ſhew that he is ny 


good, 


1 
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od, he is good and charitable even amongſt 
is mercileſs executioners, and he loſt all he 
had (ſaving his Godhead) only to gain pati- 
ence. a 21 

When St. Peter ſtruck the high-prieſt's 
ſervant, the patience of our Lord Jeſus re- 
ceived the blow and had no patience till he 
was healed. If goodneſs did ſhew forth any 
one beam in the garden, modeſty ſent forth 
another in the houſe of Annas, when his 
face was ſtrucken by a ſervile hand, his 
mouth opened itſelf as a temple, from whence 
nothing came but ſweetneſs and light. The 
God of truth ſpeaketh to Caiaphas, and 
they ſpit upbn his brightneſs, and coverthat 
face which muſt diſcover heaven for us, 
The mirror of angels is tarniſh'd with the 
ſpittle of infernal mouths, and wounded by 
moſt ſacrilegious hands, without any diſtur- 
bance of his conftancy, That was invinci- 
ble by his virtue, as the wilfulneſs of the 
Jews ſtood unmoveable by their obduration. 
There are ſouls, which after they have filled 
the earth with crimes, expect no cure of 
their diſeaſes but by the hell of the reprobate. 
2. The ſecond darkneſs appeareth by the 
black paſſion of Judas, who falls down into 
hell with his eyes open; and after he had 
ſold his ſoul, ſold * and both all he _ 
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and all he was, to buy an inſamous halter to 
hang himſelf. A foul become paſſionate 
with wanton love, with ambition or avarice, 
is baniſhed into itſelf as into a direct hell, 
and delivered to her paſſions as to the furies. 
The poets Hydra had but ſeven heads, but 
the ſpirit of avarice, St. John Climachus 
ſaith, hath ten thouſand. The converſation 
of Jeſus, which was ſo full of infinite at- 
tractions, could never win the ſpirit of Judas, 
hen it was once bewitch'd with covetouſ- 
neſs. The tinkling of ſilver kept him from 
ightly underſtanding Jeſus. He makes uſe 
the moſt holy things to betray holineſs 
itſelf. He employs the kiſs of peace to be- 
in war. He carries poiſon in his heart and 

ney in his mouth : He puts on the ſpirit 


of Jeſus to betray him. This ſhews us plain- 


that covetous and traiterous perſons are 
eſt from God, and neareſt to the devil. 
The third power of darkneſs appeared in 
the infirmity of St. Peter, who, after fo 
many proteſtations- of fidelity, for fear of 
death renounced the author of life. One of 
the ancients ſaid, the greateſt frailty of hu- 
manity was, that the wiſeſt men were not 


infallibly wiſe at all times. And all men are 
aftoniſhed to ſee that the greateſt ſpirits, 
being left to themſelyes, become 3 
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and ſuffer eclipſes which give examples to 
the wiſeſt, and terror to all the world. God 
hath ſuffered the fall of St. Peter, to make 
us have in horror all preſumption of our 
own forces, and to teach us that over- great 
aſſurance is oft times mother of an approach 
ing danger. Beſides it ſeemeth he would, 
by this example conſecrate the virtue of re- 
pentance in this fault of him whom he choſe 
to be head of his church, to make us ſee 
that there is no dignity ſo high, nor holineſs 
ſo eminent which doth not owe tribute to 
the mercy of God. 0 

ASPIRATIONS, | 
Upon St. Peter's tears. boy 


T is moſt true, faith St. Peter, that a proud 
felicity hath always reeling feet. Thou 
which didſt defy the gates of hell, hath yield- 
ed thyſelf to the voice of a {imple woman. 
All thoſe conqueſts which thou didſt pro- 
miſe to thyſelf are become the trophies of fo 
weak a hand. Return to the combat ; and 
ſince ſhe hath triumphed over thee, do thou 
at leaſt triumph over thyſelf. Alas! I am 
afraid even to behold the place of my fall, 
and the weak ſnares of a {imple woman ap- 
pear to me as boiſterous chains. Yet what 
can he fear who is reſolute to die? If thou 


"wig 
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find death amongſt thoſe. maſſacres, thou 
thouldfi rather embrace than decline it: for 
what can it do, but make thee companion of 
life itſelf ! Our ſoul is yet too much to be a 
ſacrifice for God ; let us firſt waſh it with 
tears. I fell down before the fire, and I will 


riſe by water. I have walked upon the ſea to 


come to Jeſus, and I will now return to him 


by the way of tears, I will ſpeak now only | 


by my tears, ſince have lately talked ſo wick- 


edly with my mouth. Since that which ſhould 
open to ſpeak oracles for the church hath 


been employed to commit foul treaſon ; ſince 
we have nothing left free to us but ſighs and 
groans, let us make uſe of the laſt liberty 
which is left us, and when all is ſpent, re- 
turn to the mercy of Jeſus, which all the 
fins of the world can never evacuate. I will 
from henceforth be a perpetual example to 


the church by my fall and riſing again from 
death for the comfort of ſinners, and the 


fault of one night ſhall be lamented by me 
all the days of my life. 
5 MorariTiEs. 
| Upon the Pretorian or Judgment Hall. 


. IN the paſſion of our Saviour all things 


are divine, and it ſeemeth they go as 
high as they could be raiſed by that ſove- 
reign power, joined with extreme love. Je- 
us 
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ſus the moſt ſupreme and redoubted j jud 
who will come in his great majeſty to Judge 
the world, fire and li 2 


his face and all things — — under his 
feet, was ed nl at . Ong — to be bh 
as a criminal perſon. Every thing is moſt 


_ admirable in this 8 The accuſers 
ſpeak nothing of tho 


which th 
had reſolved in their EW but all f — 
againſt their conſciences. As ſoon as they 
are —.— they are condemned, juſtice for- 
ſaketh them, and they are wholly poſſeſt 
with rage. Pilate, before he gave judg- 


ment upon Jeſus, pronounced it Sanft him 
ſelf; for after he had fo many times de- 


clared him i innocent, he could not give judg- 
ment without proteſting himſelf to be unju 


The filence of Jeſus is more admired by this 


infidel than the eloquence of all the world; 
and truth, without ſpeaking one word, tri- 
umpheth over falſhood : A Pagan lady (the 
wife of Pilate) is more knowing than all the 
laws, more religious than the prieſts, more 
zealous than the apoſtles, more courageous 
than the men of arms: When ſhe ſleepeth, 
Jeſus is in her ſleep : when ſhe talketh, Jeſus 
is upon her tongue: if ſhe write Jeſus is 
under her pen : her letter defended him at 


the judgment hall when all the world con- 
0 demned 


— . 
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demned him; ſhe calleth him holy, when 
they uſed him like a thief ; ſhe maketh her 


| huſband waſh his hands before he touched 


that blood, the high price of which ſhe pro- 
claimed. She was a Roman ladyby nation, 
called Claudia Procula, and it was very fit 
ſhe ſhould defend this Jeſus, who was to 
plant the ſeat of his church in Rome, All 
this while Jeſus doth good amongſt ſo many 
evils. He had cauſed a place to be bought 
newly for the burial of pilgrims at the price 
of his blood; he reconciles Herod and Pilate 
by the loſs of his Life. He ſets Barrabbas 
at liberty by the loſs of his honour. He 

not one word to him that had killed 
St. John Baptiſt, who was the voice. And 


the other to revenge himſelf, without think- 


ing what he did, ſhewed him as a king. He 


* appears before Pilate as the king of dolours, 


that he might become for us the king of glo- 
ries. But what a horror is it to conſider that 
in this judgment he was uſed like a flave, 
like a ſorcerer, like an accurſed facrifice < 
flavery made him ſubject to be whipped 
the crown of thorns was given only to en- 


cChanters, and that made him appear as a 


forcerer : and ſs many curſes pronounced a- 
gainſt him, made him as the diſmiſſive goat 
mentioned it Leviticus, whigh was a _— 
E | rable 
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rable beaſt upon which they caſt all their 
execrations before they ſent it to' die in 
the deſert. He that bindeth the ſhowers in 
clouds to make them water the earth is 
bound and drawn like a criminal perſon : he 
that holds the vaſts feas in his fiſts, and 
balances heaven with his fingers, is ſtricken 
by ſervile hands. He that enamels the boſom 
of the earth with a rare and pleaſing diverſity 


of flowers is moſt ignominiouſly crowned 


with a crown of thorns. O hideous 


digies! which took away from us the light 


of the ſun, and covered the moon with a 
ſorrowful darkneſs. Behold what a garland 
of flowers he hath taken upon his head, to 
expiate the ſins of both ſexes. It was made 
of briars and thorns, which the earth of our 
fleſh had ſowed for us, and which the virtue 
of his croſs took away. All the pricks of 
death were thruſt upon this prodigious pati- 
ence, which planted her throne upon the 
head of our Lord. Conſider how the ſon 
of God would be uſed for our fins, while we 
live in delicacies, and one little offenſive 
word goeth to our hearts; to which, the 
he that ſpake it gave ſwiftneſs of wings, 2 
we keep it ſo ſhut up in our hearts, tha 

it getteth leaden heels, which make it con- 


ASPIRATIO: s. 
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\ ,. , ASPIRATIONS, 
ALAS, what do I ſee here? a crown of 
> + thorns grafted upon a man of thorns : 
A man of dolours, who burns between two 
fires, the one of love, the other of tribula- 
tion; both which do enflame and devour 
him equally, and yet never can conſume him. 
O thou the moſt pure of all beauties, where 
have my fins placed thee? Thou art no 
more a man, but a bloody ſkin taken from 
the teeth of tygers and leopards. Alas, 
what a {| e is this, to deſpoil the * filk- * 
worm which at this day attires our ch | 
and altars? How could they make thoſe 
men, who lookt upon thy chaſte body, ſtrike 
and disfigure it? O white alabaſter, how 
haſt thou been ſo changed into ſcarlet ? Eve- 
ry ſtroke hath made a wound, and eve 
wound a fountain of blood. And yet ſo 
many fountains of thy ſo precious blood can- 
not draw from me one tear. But, O ſacred 
nightingale of the croſs, who hath put thee 
within theſe thorns, to make ſo great har- 
monies only by thy filence ? O holy thorns, 
I do not aſk you where are your roſes : I 
know well they are the blood of Jeſus ; and 
I am not ignorant that all roſes would be 


*® Ego ſum FREY & non homo» Pſalm 11. 
thorns, 
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thorns, if they had any feeling of that which 
ou have. Jeſus carried them upon his 
3 but I'll bear them at my heart; and 
thou, O Jeſus, ſhalt be the object of my 
preſent dolours, that thou may'ſt aſter be 
the fountain of my everlaſting joys. 


MokAlLIrIESs for Good-Friday. 


Upon the death of Jeſus Chriſt. 

OUNT Calvary is a marvellous ſcaf- 

fold, where the chiefeſt monarch of all 
the world loſeth his life to reſtore our ſal- 
vation which was loſt ; and where he makes 
the ſun to be eclipſed over his head, and 
ſtones to be cloven under his feet, to teach 
us by inſenſible creatures, the feeling which 


we ſhould have of his ſufferings. | 


This is the ſchool where Jeſus teacheth 
that great leſſon, which is the way to do 
well : and we cannot better learn it than by 
his examples, ſince he was pleaſed to make 
himſelf paſſible and mortal to overcome our 
paſſions, and to be the author of our im- 
mortality. | 

The qualities of a good death may be re- 
duced to three points ; off which the firſt is 
to have a right conformity to the will of 
God, for the manner, the hour and circum- 
ſtances of our death. The 


i 
3. 
| 


full enough of horror) 
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The ſecond is to forſake as well the af- 
ſections, as the preſence of all creatures of 
this baſe world. 

PSs third is to unite ourſelves to God b 

the practice of great young, which 
ſerve as ſteps to glory. 

Now theſe three be are to be bard 
in the death of the prince of glory upon 
mount Calvary ; which we will take as the 
pureſt ideas, whereby to regulate our pallage 
out of this world, | 

1. Conſider in the firſt place, that every 
man living hath a natural inclination to 
life, becauſe it hath ſome kind of divinity 
in it. We love it when it ſmileth upon us 
as if it were a paradiſe ; and if it be trouble- 
ſome, yet we ſtrive to retain it, tho' it be 


accompanied with very great miſeries : and 


if we mult need forſake this miſerable body, 
we then deſire to leave it by ſome gentle and 
eaſy death. This maketh us plainly ſee 
the generoſity of our Saviour, who being 
— life and death, and having it in 
his power to chuſe chat manner of death 
which would be leaſt hideous (being of itſelf 
yet — Xor'g to 


conform himſelf to the will of his heavenly 
father, and to confound our delicacies, he 
would needs leave this life by the na do- 
orous 
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lorous and ignominious which Was to be 
found amongſt all the deaths of the whole 
world. The croſs amongſt the Gentiles was 
a puniſhment for ſlaves and the moſt deſpe- 
rate perſons of the whole world. The croſs 


- amongſt the Hebrews was accurſed ; It was 


the ordinary curſe which the moſt uncapable 
and 'moſt malicious mouths did pronounce 
againſt their greateſt enemies. The death 
of a crucified man was the moſt continual, 
* and tearing of a ſoul from the 

ly, with moſt exceſſive violence and 
agony : and yet the eternal wiſdom choſe 
this kind of puniſhment, and drank all the 
ſorrows of a cup ſo bitter. He ſhould have 
died upon ſome trophy, and breath'd out 


his laſt amongſt flowers, and left his ſoul in 


a monument: and if he muſt needs have 
felt death, to have had the leaſt ſenſe of it 


that might be; but he would try the rigour 


of all greateſt ſufferings ; he would fall to 
the bottom of diſhonour : and (having ſpared 
from himſelf all the pleaſures of this life) 
to make his'death more complete he would 
ſpare none of thoſe infinite dolours, The 
devout Simon of Caſſia adreſſes our Saviour 
oing toward mount Calyary, ſaying, O 
Lord whither go you with the extreme 
weight of this dry and barren piece of wood? 
14 Whither 


9882 — — 


vary? That place is moſt wild and ſtony: 
how will you plant it? Who fhall water it? 
Jeſus anſwers, I bear upon my ſhoulders a 
piece of wood that muſt conquer him who 
mult make a far greater conqueſt by the 
fame piece of — : I carry it to mount 
Calvary, to plant it by my death and water 
it by my blood. This wood which I bear 
muſt bear me, to bear the ſalvation of all 
the world, and to draw all after me. And 
then, O faithful ſoul, wilt thou not ſuffer 
ſome confuſion at thy own delicacies ? To 
| be fo fearful of death by an ordinary diſeaſe 
in a down bed, among ſuch neceſſary ſer- 
vices, ſuch favourable helps, conſolations 
and kindneſſes of friends fo ſenſible of thy 
condition? We bemoan and complain our- 
ſelves of heat, cold, diſtaſte, of diſquiet, of 
grief: let us allow ſome of this to nature, 
yet muſt it be confeſt that we lament our- 
ſelves very much, becauſe we have never 
known how we ſhould lament a Jeſus Chriſt 
crucified. Let us die as it ſhall pleaſe the 


divine providence: If death come when we 
are old, it is a heaven: If in youth, it is a 
direct benefit antedated : If by ſickneſs, it is 
the nature 05 our bodies: If by eternal vio- 

p lence, 
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lence, it is yet always the decree of heaven. 
It is no matter how many deaths there are, 
we are ſure there can be hut one for us. 

2. Conſider farther, the ſecond conditi- 
on of a good death, which conſiſts in the 
forſaking of all creatures, and you ſhall find 
it moſt punctually obſerved by our Saviour at 
the time of his death, Ferrara, a great di- 


vine, who had written a book of the hidden 


word, toucheth twelve things abandoned by 
our Saviour, n 
1. His apparel, leaving himſelf naked. 
2. The marks of his dignity. | 
3. The college of his apoſtles. 
4. The ſweetneſs of all comforts. 
5. His own proper will. 
6. The authority of virtues. 
5 The power of angels. 
The perfect joys of his ſoul. 
9. The proper clarity of his body. 
o. The honours due to him. 
11. His own ſkin. 
12. All his blood. | . 
Now do but conſider his abandoning the 
principal of thoſe things, how bitter it was. 
Firſt, the abandoning of neareſt and moſt - 
faithful friends is able to afflict any heart: 
Behold him forſaken by all his ſo well-be- 


loved diſciples, of whom he had made choice 


1 2 (among 
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(among all mortal men) to be the depoſita- 
ries of his doctrine, of his life, of his blood. 
If Judas be at the myſtery of his paſſion, it is 
to betray him; if St. Peter be there aſſiſting, 
it is to deny him; if his ſorrowful mother 
ſtand at the foot of the croſs, it is to en- 
creaſe the grief of her ſon, and after he had 
been fo ill handled by his cruel executioners, 
to crucify him again by the hands of love. 
The couragious mother, to triumph over 
herſelf by a magnanimous conſtancy, was 
reſent at the execution of her dear ſon: She 
fixed her eyes upon all his wounds, to en- 
ve them deep in her heart : She opened 
er ſoul wide to receive that ſharp piercing 
ſword, with which ſhe was threatned by 
that venerable old Simeon at her purification: 
And Jeſus, who ſaw her ſo afflicted for his 
ſake, he felt himſelf doubly crucified, upon 
the wood of the croſs, the heart of his 
dear mother. We know it by experience, 
that when we love one tenderly, his afflicti- 
ons and diſgraces will trouble us more than 
opr own, becauſe he living in us by an af- 
fectionate life, we live in him by a life of 
reaſon and election. Jeſus lived and repoſed 
in the heart of his bleſſed mother as upon a 
throne of love, and as within a paradiſe of 
his moſt holy delights, This heart * 
| ore 
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fore as a bed covered with flowers: but this 
ſame heart, on the day of his paſſion, became 
like a ſcaffold hung with mourning, where- 
upon our Saviour entered to be tormented 
and crucihed upon the croſs of love, which 
was the croſs of his mother. This admira- 
ble merchant, who deſcended from heaven 
to accompliſh the buſineſs of all ages, whe 
took upon him our miſeries to give us fe- 
licittes, was plung'd within a ſea of blood; 
and in this ſo precious ſhipwreck there re- 
mained one only ineſtimable pearl, (which 
was his divine mother) and yet he abandons 
her, and gives her into the hands of his di- 
ſciple. After he had forſaken thoſe neareſt 
to him, ſee what he does with his body : 
Jeſus did ſo abandon it, a little before his 
death,- that not being content only to deli- 
ver it as a prey to ſorrow, he ſuffered it to 
be expoſed naked to the view of the world. - 
And amongſt his ſharpeſt dolours, after he 
had been refuſed the drink which they gave 
to malefactors to ſtrengrhen them in their 
torments, he took for himſelf vinegar and 


gall. O what a ſpectacle was it to ſee a 


ody torn in pieces, which reſted itſelf upon 
its own wounds, which was dying every 


moment, but could not die, becauſe that 


life diſtilled by drops? What martyr did 
MY ever 
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ever endure in a body fo ſenſible and deli- 
cate, having an imagination ſo lively, ſuch 
Piercing * mixt with ſo few comforts? 
And what r did ſuffer for all the fins 
of the whole world as he did, proportioning 
his torments according to the fruits which 
were to proceed from his croſs? Perhaps, 
O faithful ſoul, thou lookeſt for a man's body 
in thy Jeſus, but thou findeſt nothing but the 
appearance of one, cruſted over with gore 
blood : thou ſeekeſt for limbs, and findeſt 
nothing but wounds: thou lookeſt for a Je- 
ſus which appeared glorious upon mount 
Thabor, as upon a throne of majeſty, with 
all the enfigns of his glory, and thou findeſt 
only a ſkin all bloody faſtened to a croſs be- 
tween two thieves. And if the conſiderati- 
on of this cannot bring drops of blood from 
thy heart, it muſt be more inſenſible than a 
iamond, 


3. To conclude, obſerve the third quailty 
of a good death, which will declare itſelf 


Conſider that incomparable mildneſs which 
hath aſtoniſned all ages, hath encouraged 
all virtues, hath condemned all revenges, 
hath inſtructed all Schools, and — all 
good actions: He was raiſed upon the cross 
when his doloyrs were more ſharp and picrc- 
ing 


by the exerciſe of great and herojc virtues. 
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ing; when his wounds did open on all ſides; 
when his precious blood ſhed upon the earth, 
and moiſtened it in great abundance; when 
he ſaw his poor cloaths torn in pieces and 
yet bloody in the hands of thoſe who cruci- 
fied him, He conſidered the extream ma- 
lice of that cruel people, how thoſe which 
could not wound him with iron pierced him 
with the points of their accurſed tongues. 
He could quickly have made fire come down 
from heaven upon thoſe rebellious heads : 
and yet forgetting all his pains to remember 
his mercies, he opened his mouth, and the 
firſt word he ſpake was in favour of his ene- 
mies, to negotiate their reconciliation before 
his ſoul departed, The learned Cardinal 
Hugues, admiring this exceſſive charity of 
our Saviour toward his enemies, applies ex- 
cellent well that which is ſpoken of the fun 
in Eccleſiaſticus. He brings news to all the 
world at his rifing, and at noon-day he burns 
the earth, and heats thoſe furnaces of nature 
which make it produce all her fruits. 

So Jeſus, the ſun of the intelligible world, 
did manifeſt himſelf at his nativity as in the 
morning ; but the croſs was his bed at noon, 
from whence came thoſe burning ſtreams of 
love which inflame the hearts of all bleſſed 

perſons, 


224 Entertainments for Lent. 


perſons, who are like furnaces of that eter- 
nal fire which burns in Sion. 

On the other part admire that great mag- 
nanimity which held him fo long upon the 
croſs, as upon a throne of honour and power, 
when he beſtowed paradiſe upon a man that 
was his companion in ſuffering. I cannot 
tell whether in this action we ſhould more 
admire the good fortune of the good thief, 
or the greatneſs of Jeſus. The happineſs 
8 the good thief, who is drawn from a cut- 

to priſon, from priſon to the judg- 
ment-hall, from thence to the croſs, and 
thence goes to paradiſe, without needing 
any other gate but the heart of Jeſus. 

On the other ſide, what can be more ad- 
mirable than to ſee a man crucified to do 
that act which muſt be performed by the | 
living God when the world ſhall end? To 
fave ſome, to make others reprobate, and to 
Judge from the height of the croſs, as if be 
fat upon the chiefeCt throne of all monarchs. 

But we muſt needs affirm, that the virtue | 
df patience in this holds a chief place, and 
teaches very admirable leſſons. He endures 
che torments of the body and the pains of | 
the ſpirit, in all the faculties of his ſoul, in | 
all the parts of his virgin flelh, and by the 
- cruelty and multiplicity of his wounds _ 
2 
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all become one only wound, from the ſole of 
his foot to the top of his head. 

His delicate body ſuffers moſt innocently, 
and all by the moſt ingrate and hypocritical 
perſons, who would colour their vengeance : 
with an appearance of holineſs. He ſuffers 
without any comfort at all, and, which is 


more, without bemoaning himſelf ; he fuf- 


fers whatſoever they would or could lay upon 
him to the laſt gaſp of his life. > $4. 
wears mourning upon the croſs ; all the ci- 
tizens of heaven weep over his torments; the 
earth quakes, the ſtones rend themſelves, 
ſepulchres open, the dead ariſe : only Jeſus 
dies unmoveable upon his throne of patience. 
To conclude, who would not be aſtoniſh- 

ed at the tranquility of his ſpirit, and amongſt 
thoſe great convulſions of the world which 
ak, round about the croſs, amongſt ſuck 
bloody dolours, inſolent cries, and inſup- 
portable blaſphemies ? how he remained up- 
on the croſs, as in a ſanctuary at the foot of 
an altar, bleeding, weeping and praying, to 
mingle his prayers with his blood and tears. 
I do now underſtand why the wiſe man ſaid, 
he planted Iſles within the abyſs, fince that 
in ſo great a gulf of affliction he ſhewed 
ſuch a ſerenity of the ſpirit ; thereby mak- 
ing a paradiſe for his father, amongſt ſo great 
pains, 
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pains, by the ſweet perfume of his virtues: 
After he had prayed for his enemies, given 
4 promiſe of paradiſe to the good thick and 
recommended his mother to his diſciple, ke 
ſhut up his Eyes from all human things, en- 
rial himfelf only with prayers and 
ſiphs to his heavenly father. that at the 
time of bur deaths we could imitate the 
death of Jeſus, and then we ſhould be ſure 
to find the ſtreams of life. 


ASPIRATIONS, 
O vet pectacles of horror, but abyſs of good- 
neſs and mercy, I feel my heart dided 
dy, horror, pity, hate, love, execration and 
ration: but my admiration, and being 
raviſhed, carries me beyond myſelf. Is this 
then that bloody ſacrifice which hath been 


expected from al ? This hidden my- 
, this profound knowledge of the croſs, 


this dolorcüs Jeſus which makes the honour- 


able amends between heaven and earth, the 
eternal father, for the expiation of the "fins 
of humankind. 

Alas, poor Lord, thou had but one life, 
and I ſee a thouſand inftruments of death 
which have taken it away. Was there need 
of opening ſo many bloody doors to let out 
thine innocent ſoul ? Could it not part = 

e 
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the body without making, on all ſides, ſo 


many wounds, which after they had ſerved 
for the objects of men's cruelty, ſerve now 
for thoſe of thy mexcy? O my Jeſus, 1 
know not to whom I ſpeak, for I do no more 
know thee in the ſtate thou now art, or if I 
do, it is only by thy miſeries, becauſe they 
are ſo excefhve that there was need of a God 
to ſuffer what thou haſt endured. I look 
upon thy disfigured countenance to find ſome 
part of thy reſemblance, and yet can find 
none but that of thy love. Alas, O beauti- 


ful head, which does carry all the glory of 
the higheſt heaven, divide with me this do- 


lorous crown of thorns; they were my 
{ſins which ſowed them, and it is thy plea- 
ſure that thine innocency ſhould mow them. 
Give me, O ſacred mouth, give me thatgall 
which I ſee upon thy lips; ſufter me ta 


ſprinkle all my pleaſures with it, ſince after 


a long continuance it did {hut up and con- 
clude all thy dolours. Give me, O ſacred 
hands and adored feet, the nails which have 
pierced you : Love binds you faſt enough ta 
the croſs without them. But do thou, O 
Lord, hold me faſt to thyſelf, by the chain 

of thy immenſe charity. - 
O lance, cruel lance, why didſt thou open 
that moſt precious ſide ? Thou didit think 
= | perhaps 
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perhaps to find there the ſon's life, and yet 
thou found nothing but the mother's heart: 
But, without ſo much as thinking what thou 
didſt in playing the murderer, thou haſt 
made me a ſepulchre, wherein I will from 
henceforth bury my ſoul. When I behold 
theſe wounds of my dear Saviour, I do 
acknowledge the ſtrokes of my own hand. 
I will therefore likewiſe engrave there m 
repentance : I will write my converſion wi 
an eternal character. And if I muſt live, I 
will never breath any other life, but that 
only which ſha!! be produced from the death 
of my Jefus crucified. 


The Goſpel for Eaſter-day, St. 


Mark xviii, 


ND when the Sabbath was paſt, Mary 
Magdalen, and Mary of Fames, and 
Salom bought ſpices, th t commg they might 
emoint Feſus. And ver early the firſt 47 the 
abbaths they come to the monument, the ſun 
being 'now riſen. And they ſay one to another, 

who ſhall roll us back the 2 from the door 6 
| he monument? And looking they ſaw the 
| tone rolled back, for it was very great, And 
| entering into the monument, they ſaw a young 
man fitting on the right hand, covered _— 
Hue 
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whnte robe: and they were aſtoniſbed. Who 


ſaith to them, be nat diſmayeq, you ſeek Feſus 


of Nazareth that was crucified : he is riſen, 
he is nat here, behold the place where they laid 
him. But go tell his diſciples, and Peter, that 


be goeth before you into Galilee : there ſhall you 


ſee him as he told you. 
MokRALITIEs. 
I, PHE Sepulchre ef Jeſus becomes a 
fountain of life, which carries in 
power all the glories of the higheſt heaven. 
Our Saviour riſeth from thence as a day out 


of the eaſt, and appears as triumphant in 


the ornaments of his beauties, as he had 
been higmbled by the exceſs of his mercies. 
The rage of the Jews loſeth here its power, 
death 1 ſting, Satan his kingdom, the 
tomb B corruption, and hell his conqueſt. 
Mortality is deſtroyed, life is illuminated; 
all is drowned in one day of glory, which 
coi nes from the glorious light of our redeem- 
er. It is now, faith Tertullian, that he is 
reveſted with his robe of honour, and is 
acknowledged as the eternal prieſt for all 


eternity. It is now, faith St. Gregory Na- 


zianzen, that he reafſembles humankind, - 


which was ſcattercd ſo many years by the 
fin of one man, and * it between the 


Arms 
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arms of his divinity. This is the maſter- 
piece of his profound humility ; and I dare 
boldly affirm, faith St. Ambroſe, that God 
had loft the whole world if this facred virtue, 
which he made ſo clearly ſhine in his be- 
loved ſon, had not put him in poſſeſſion of 
his conqueſts. We ſhould all languiſh after 
this triumphant ſtate of the reſurrection, 
which will make an end of all _ and 
make our crowns everlaſting. 

2. Letus love our Jeſus as the Marys did, 
that with them we may be honoured with 
his viſits. Their love is indefatigable, cou- 
ragious and inſatiable. * They had all the 
day walk d round about the jud t-hall, 
mount Calvary, the croſs, anf r ul- 
chre, They were not wearied with all * 
and night had no ſleep to ſhyt up their eyes. 
They torſake the image of death, which is 
ſleep, to find death itſelf, and never look'd 
after any bed except the ſepulchre of their 
maſter; they travel amongſt darkneſs, pikes, 
lances, the affright of arms, and of the 
night, nothing makes them afraid. If there 
appear a difficulty to remove the ſtones, love 
gives them arms. They ſpare nothing for 
their maſter and Saviour: they are above 
Nicodemus and Joſeph, they have more ex- 
quiſite perfumes, for they are ready to _— 


Entertainments for Lent, 231 
and diſtil their hearts upon the tomb of their 
maſter. O faithful lovers, ſeek no more 
for the living amongſt the dead: That cans 
not die for love which is the root of life. 

5. The angel in form of a young man, 
covered with a white robe, ſhews us that 
all is young and white in immortality. The 
reſurrection hath no old age ; it is an age 
which gan never grow or iminiſh. Theſe 
holy Marys enter alive into the ſepul 
where they thought to find death, but they 
learn news of the chiefeſt lives. Their faith 
there confirmed, their piety ſatisfied, their 
promiſes aſſured, and their love receives 
conſolation. | | 


Yun * 


ASPIRATIONS. 


1 Do ngt this day look toward the eaſt, O 
my Jeſus, I conſider the ſepulchre, it is 
from thence this fair ſun is riſen. O how 
amiable thou appeareſt, dear ſpouſe of m 
ſoul. Thy head, which was covered wi 
thorns, is now crowned with a diadem of 
ſtars and lights, and all the glory of the 
higheſt heaven reſts upon it. Thine eyes, 
which were eclipſed in blood, have enligh- 
tened them with fires and delicious bright- 
neſs, which melt my heart : Thy feet and 
hands, ſo far as I can ſee, are enamel'd with 
U2 rubies, 
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rubies, which, after they have been the ob- 
jects of mens cruelty, ate now become e- 
ternal marks of thy y. O Jeſus, no 
more my wounded, but my glorified Jefus, 
where am 1? what do 1? I fee, I fly, I 
fwooh, I die, I revive _ with thee, I 
do beſtech thee, my moſt ſacred Jeſus, by 
the moſt triumphant ef thy glories let me 
tio_tmbre fall into the image of death, nor 
into thoſe appetites of ſmoke and eartiwhich 
have ſo many times buried the light of my 
foul. What have I to do with the illuſions 
of this world ; I am for heaven, for glory, 
and for the reſurrection, which I will now 
make bud out of my thoughts, that I may 
hereafter poſſeſs them with full fruition. ' 


The Goſpel for Monday in Eaſter week, 
St. Luke xxiv. = 

AND Behold two of them tbent the ſame | 
day into a town which was the ſpace of | 
fexty furlongs from Feruſalem named Emmans: | 

And they tall d betwixt themſeſves of all thoſe 

things that had chanced. And it came to paſs, | 
while they tall d and reaſon'd with themſelves, 
77 alſo himſelf approaching went with them, 
their eyes were held that they might not 
know him. And he ſaid to them, What art 


—— — — — — 
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theſe communications that you confer one-with 
another, walking, and are ſad? And one, 
whoſe name was Cleophas, anſwering ſaid to 
him, Art thou only a ſtranger in Feruſalem, 
and haſt not known the things that have been 
done in it theſe days? To whom he ſaid, What 
things? And they ſaid concerning Jeſus of Na- 
zareth, who was a man, a prophet, mighty in 
work and word before God and all the people. 
And how our chief priefts and princes delivered 
him into condemnation of death, and crucified 
bim. But we hop d that it was he that ſbou d 
redeem Iſrael : And now beſiderall this, to- 
day is the third day ſince theſe things were done : 
But certain women alſo of ours made us afraid, 
who before it was light were at the monument, 
and not finding his body, came, ſaying that they 
ſaw a viſion alſo of angels, who ſay that he is 
alive. ® And certain men of ours went to the 
monument, and they found it fo as the women 


faid, but him they found not. And he ſaith to 


them, O fooliſb and flaw of heart to believe in 
all things which the prophets have ſpoken ; 
ought not Chriſt to have ſuffered theſe things, 
and ſo enter into his glory? And beginning 


from Moſes and all the prophets he interpreted 


to them in all the ſcriptures the things that 
were concerning him. And they drew mgh to 
the tgwn whither they went, ard he made fems 

U3 blance 
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blance to go farther. And they forced him, 

ſaying, Tarry with us, becauſe it is toward 
night and the day is far ſpent, and he went in 
with them. And it came to paſs, while he ſat | 
at the table with them, he took bread, — | 
ed and brake, and did reach to them. And 

their eyes were opened, and they knew him, and 

be vaniſhed out of their fight. And they ſaid 

one to another, was not our ow burning in us 

whilſt he ſpake in the way, opened unto us 

the —5— And riſmg up the ſame hour, 

they went back into Feruſalem; and they found 

the eleven gathered together, and thoſe that were 

with them, ſaying, That our Lord is riſen in- 

deed, and hath appeared unto Simon. And 

they told the things that were done in the way, 

and hotb they knew him in the breaking of bread; 


| MorALI1TIEs. 

I T is a ſtrange thing that God is always 

with us, and we are fo little with him. 

We have our being, our moving, our life 

from him; he carries us in his arms, he 

keeps us as a nurſe does her dear child; and 

t all this while we ſcarce know what he is, 
and uſe him fo often as a ſtranger, . He is | 
in our being, and yet we keep him far from | 
our heart, as a dead man who'is quite for- | 
gotten, And yet Enoch walked with * 
i | an 
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n, and for that he was taken from the conyer- 
rd fation of men, and reſerved for paradiſe. 
in To ſpeak truth, our ſoul ſhou'd Always be 
at languiſhing after her Jeſus, and count it a 
2 | kind of adultery to be ſeparated from him {6 
=: 14 much as by thought. Let us learn a little 
1 to talk with him; we commonly have that 
9 in our tongue which we keep in our heart. 
us Let us ſweeten the ſadneſs of our pilgrimage 
us by the contemplation of his beauties. Let 
rs us look upon him as God and man; the God | 
nd | of gods, the man of men ; our great Savi- 
re . | our and prophet, powerful both in word and | 
2 work ; for if his word be thunder, his life | 
nd is a lightning. He hath been here doing 9 
Y, to all the world, and ſuffering hurt | 
d. m all the world; doing good without 
reward, and enduring evil without impati- 
' ence, We all paſs here as torrents into 
ys vallies; the only queſtion is of our paſſing 
n. well: Whether we look on 1 goods 
fe as on waters which paſs under a bridge ; 
he and as upon the furniture of an inn which 1s 
nd none of ours, If we be embarked in the 
„ veſſel of life, let us not amuſe ourſelves to 
is gather cockles upon the ſhoar; but ſo that 
m || we may always have our eyes fixed upon 


2. Two things do hinder thoſe pilgrims 


r- | paradiſe, 
from 
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from knowing Jeſus as they ſhou'd. The 
one is, their eyes are dazled ; and the other 
is, the little account they make of the croſs, 
which drives them into a miſtruſt of the re- 
ſurrection. And this is it which croſſeth us 
all our life, and ſo often diverts us from the 
point of our happineſs. Our eyes are dazled 
with falſe lights of the world, they are 
darkned with ſo many miſts and vapoilts of 
our own appetites and paſſions, that we 
cannot ſee the goods of heaven in the bright- 
eſt, of their day. Worldly chains have a 
certain affective vigour and pleaſure, which 
is only painted, but they have a moſt certain 
ſorrow, and a moſt uncertain contentment :; 
they have a painful labour, and a timerous 
reſt ; a poſſeſſion full of miſery and void of 
all beatitude. If we had our eyes well open- 
ed to penetrate and fee what it is, we ſhould 
then ſay of all the moſt raviſhing objects of 
the world, how ſenſeleſs was I when I 
courted you, O deceitful world] thou didſt 
appear great to me, when I ſaw thee not as 
thou art: but ſo ſoon as I did ſee thee right- 
ly, I did then ceaſe to ſee thee ; for thou 
waſt no more to me but juſt nothing. We 
run in full career after all that pleaſeth our 
ſenſe; and the croſs, which is ſo much 
preached to us, is much more upon our al- 
bars 
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tars than in our hearts. We will not know ; 
that the throne of mount Calvaryis the path- 
way to heaven; and as this truth wanders 
from our hearts, Jeſus departs from our eyes. 
Let us at leaſt pray Jeſus to ſtay with us, 
for it is late in our hearts, and the night is 
far advanced by our want of true light. We 
ſhall not know Jeſus by diſcourſe, but by 
feeling him in the perſons of his poor, ſince 
us gives the dontinual nouriſhment of his 

Ys . : . i 


ASPIRATIONS, 


| O ny pllgtim of the world, and firſt 


. dweller in the heart of thy heavenly 
father, what a pilgrimage haſt thou made, 
deſcending from heaven to earth, and yet 
without forſaking heaven? Thou haft 
marked thy ſteps by thy conqueſt, made vi- 
ſible = way by thine own light; thou haſt 
watered it with thy precious blood, and paved 
it with thy wounds. O what a goodly —_— 
it is to walk with thee when thou open 
thy ſacred mouth as the opening of a tem- 
ple, to diſcover'the beauties and myſteries 
of it! O it is moſt pleafing to under- 
Rand that mouth which diftils ſo much ho- 
ney thro? lips of roſes! But wherefore, m 
good Lord, art thou pleas'd to hide _— f 

om 
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from a ſoul which languiſhes after thee ? 
Take away the veil from mine eyes, and 
ſuffer thyſelf to be in the veſture of thy hea- 
venly beauties. If I muſt bear the croſs 
and paſs by the throne of mount Calvary 
to come to heaven, I moſt humbly ſubmit 
to thy divine pleaſure, that I may poſſeſs all 
that thou art. 


The Goſpel for Tueſday in Eaſter week, 
St. Luke xxiv. 


ND while ke theſe things, Je 
£ T. flood in he mth of — I 5 


they being troubled and frigbted, imagined they 
ſau a ſpirit. And he ſaith to them, Why are 
you troubled, and cogitations ariſe in your hearts? 
See my hands and my feet, that it is I myſelf, 
. handle and ſee ; for a ſpirit hath no fleſh and 
bones, as you ſee me to have. And when he 
bad ſaid this, he ſhewed them his hands and feet. 
But they not yet believing, and marvelling for 
Joy, he ſaid, Have you here any thing to be 
eaten? But they offered him a piece 4 Filo 
Broil d and a honey- comb. And tuben he had 


eaten before them, taking the remains he gave 
them : And he ſaid to them, Theſe are the 
words which I ſpake to you when I was yet 


with 


them, Peace be to you, it is I, fear not. But 
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with you that all things muſt needs be fulfilled 
which are written in the law of Moſes and 
the prophets and the pſalmt of me, Then he 
opened their underſtanding, that they might un- 
derſtand the ſcriptures. And he ſaid to them, 
That fo it is written, and ſo it behoved Chrift 
to ue and to riſe again from the dead on 
the third day, and penance to be preached in his 
name, and remiſſun of fins unto all nations. 


MoRaLITIEs. 


I, WE think ſometimes that Jeſus is far 

| from us, when he is in the midſt of 
our hearts: He watches over us, and ſtretches 
out his divine hands for our protection. Let 
us live always as if we were actually in his 
preſence, before his eyes and in his boſom, 
An ancient tradition doth obſerve, that after 
our Lord's aſcenſion the apoſtles did never 
eat together but they left the firſt napkin for 
their good maſter, conceiving that accord- 
ing to his promiſe he was always with them: 
Let us accuſtom ourſelves to this exerciſe of 


| god's preſence. It is a happy neceſkty to 


make us do well, to believe and Ben 
that our judge is always preſent. If reſpect 
makes him formidable, love will. teach us 
that he is the father of all ſweetneſs. 'I here 
can be no greater comfort in this world than 

to 


* 
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to be preſent in heart and body with that 
which we love beſt. | 

2. Jeſus is. taken by his apoſtles for a 
ſpirit, becauſe, after the reſurrection, he 
pierced the walls and appeared ſuddenly as 
ſpirits do. St, Paul alſo faith, in the ſecond 
of the Corinthians, That now we do no 
more know Chriſt according to the fleſh, 
that is to ſay, by the paſſions of a mortal 


body, as St. Epiphanius doth expound it. 


We muſt make little uſe of all our bodies 
to converſe with our Jeſus, who hath taken 
upon him the rare qualities of a ſpirit, We 
mult raiſe ourſelves above our ſenſes when 
we £0 to the father of light and the creator 
of ſenſe. He teaches us the life of ſpirits 
and commerce of angels, and makes eſſays 
of our immortality, by a body now im- 
mortal. Why are we ſo tied to our ſenſe, 
and glued to the earth? Muſt we ſuffer 
ourſelves to enter into a kingdom of death, 
hen we are told of the reſurrection of him 
who is the author of all lives. 

3. Admire the condeſcending and boun- 
ties of our Lord to his dear diſciples. He 
that was entred into the kingdom of ſpirits 
and immortal converſation, ſuffers his feet 
and hands to be touch'd, to prove in him 


the realty of a true body. He eats in the 


preſence 
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themſe 
ors. So. David, being anointed king, and 
inſpir'd as a prophet, doth not ſhew his 
perſon terrible in the height of his great 


works, and iving liberal alms. Let it 7 
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reſence of his apoſtles, tho' he was not in 
— eſtate to Gh meat than the ſun to 
digeſt vapours. He did no more nouriſh 
himſelf with our corruptible meat than the 
ſtars do by the vapours of the earth; and 
yet he took them to confirm our belief, and 


to make us familiar with him. It is the 


act of great and generous ſpirits to abaſe 
= and condeſcend to their inferi- 


lory, but {till retained the mildneſs of a 
Thepherd. So Jeſus, the true ſon of David, 
by his condeſcending to us, hath conſecrated 
a Certain decree whereby we may aſcend to 
heaven. Are not we aſhamed that we have 
ſo little humility or reſpect to our infenors, 
but are always fo full of ourſelves, ſince 
our Lord, ſitting in his glory and majeſty, 
doth yet abaſe himſelf to the Actions of our 
mortal life? Let it be ſeen by our hands 
whether we be reſuſcitated by doing gogd 


ear by our feet, that they follow the path 
- * mo; holy perſons. Let it he ſeen hy 


our nourilhment, which ſhould be moſt of 


honey; that is, that celeſtial ſweetneſs which 
is extracted from 8 And it we ſeem 
| Ip 
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to refuſe fiſh, let us at leaſt remain in the 


element of piety as fiſhes in water. 


ASPIRATIONS. | 
HY love is moſt tender, and thy care 
moſt generous, O mild Saviour, A- 
mongſt all the torrents of paſſion thou 


haſt not taſted the water of forgetfulneſs. 
Thou returneſt to thy children as a nigh- 
tingale to her little neſt: Thou doſt com- 
fort them with thy viſits, and makeſt them 
familiar with thy glorious life. Thou eat- 
eſt of a — juſt right, havi 


firſt taſted the bitter of that unmercifu 


croſs. It is thus that our forrows ſhould 
de turned into ſweets. Thou muſt always 
be moſt welcome to me in my troubles, for 


I know well that thou only canſt pacify and 


give them remedy. TI will govern myſelf 


toward thee as toward the fire; too much 
familiarly will burn us, and the want of it 


will let us freeze: I will eat honey with thee 
in the bleſſed ſacrament ; I know that m 
there do chew, but few receive thee worthi- 


Make me, O Lord, I beſeech thee, 


: YT: able of thoſe, which here on earth ſhall 
de the true anti- paſts to our future glory. 
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The Goſpel for Low-Sunday, St. 
i | 


Herefore when it was late that day; the 
firſt of the ſabbaths, and the doors were 
ſhut where the diſciples ure gather'd together 
for fear 7 the Fews, Jeſus came and ſtood in 
maſt and ſaid to them, Peace be to you. 
And when he had ſaid this, he ſhewed them his 
hands and fide. The diſciples therefore were 
glad when they ſaw our Lord. He ſaid there- 
fore to them again, Peace be to you. As my 


father hath ſent me, br do ſend you. When 


he had ſaid this he breathed upon them, and he 
ſaid to them, Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt ; whoſe 
fins you ſhall forgive they ſhall be forgiven, and 
whoſe you retain, they are retained. But Tho- 
mas, one of the twelve, who is called Didymus, 
was not with them when Jeſus came: the 
other * therefore ſaid to him, We have 
ſeen our Lord. But he ſaid to them, unleſs I 
ſee in his hands the print of the nails, and put 
my finger into the place of the nails, and put my 

hand into his fide, I will not believe. 
And after eight days, again his diſciples 
were within, and Thomas with them. Teſts 
cometh, the doors being ſhut, and ſtood in the 
mid/t, and ſaid, Peace to you. Then be ſaith 
to Thomas, put in thy Ver hither, and ſee 
2 | my 
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hands, and bring hither thy ham, and 
* my fide, and - nat ineredulous but al. 
ful. Thomas anſibertd and ſaid to him, My 
Lord um ny God. rſus faith 10 him, Ba- 
cauſe thou haſt ſeen me Thomas; thou haft be- 
lieved; bleſſed are they that haut not ſeen and 
v believed 1 | 

| MoRaAL1TIEs. 

TJESVS the father of all bleſſed harmonies, 
J after fo many combats, makes a gene- 
ral peace in all nature. He paciheth Limbo, 
taking the holy Fathers out of darkneſs, to 
enjoy. an eternal light, and ſending the 
damned to the bottom of hell, He pacifies 
the earth, making it from thenceforth to 
breathe the air of his mereies. He pacifieth 
his apoſtles by delivering them from that 
profound ſadneſs which they conceived by 
the imaginary loſs of their dear maſter. He 
pacifieth heaven, by ſweetning the ſharp- 
neſs of his heavenly father, quenching; by 
bis wounds, the fire which was kindled of 


this great peace-maker : Nature leaveth her 
mourning and putteth on the robes of chear- 
fulneſs, to congratulate with him his great 
and admirable conqueſts. It is in him that 
the heavenly father, by a ſingular delight, 
Hath poured out the fafnes of all graces, to 
e 


his juſt anger. Every thing ſmileth upon 
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make us an eternal dwelling, and to recon- 
cile all in him and by him, pacifying by his 
blood from the croſs all that is upon earth 
and in heaven. This is our Joſhua, of 
whom the ſcripture ſpeaketh, that he clears 
all difference, and appeaſeth all battles. No 
ſtroke of any hammer, or any other iron was 
heard at the building of Solomon's temple; 
and behold the church, which is the temple 
of the living God, doth edify ſouls with a 
marvellous tranquility. 

2. The ſun is not fo well ſet forth by his 
beams as our Saviour .is magnificently a+ 
dorned with his wounds. Thoſe are the 
characters which he hath engraved upon his 
fleſh after an hundred ingenious faſhions. 
The ladies count their pearls and diamonds, 
but our Saviour counts his wounds in the 
higheſt attire of his magnificences. It is 
from thence thatthe beauty of his bodytaketh 
a new ſtate of glory, and our faith in the 


reſurrection js confirmed, that the good fill 


themſelves with hope, miſcreants with ter- 
ror, and martyrs find wherewith to enflame 
their courage, Theſe divine wounds open 
themſelves as ſo many mouths, to plead our 
cauſe before the celeſtial father. Our Sa- 
viour Jeſus never ſpake better for us than. by 
the voice of his precious blood, Great in- 

$3 quiy 
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quiry hath been made for thoſe mountain 
of myrrh and frankincenſe, which Solomon 
omſed in the canticles, but now we have 
— them in the wounds of Jeſus. It is 
from thence that there cometh forth a mil- 
lion of ſanctified exhalations of ſweetneſs, 
of peace and propitiation, as from an eternal 
ſanctuary. A man may ſay they are like 
the carbuncle, which melteth the wax upon 
which it is imprinted ; for they melt our 
hearts by a moſt profitable impreſſion. At 
this ſight the eternal father calms his coun- 
tenance, and the ſword of his juſtice return- 
eth into the ſheath. Shall not we be wor- 
thy of all miſeries if we do arm theſe wounds 
againſt us, which are ſo effectual in our be- 
half? And if this blood of our Abel, after 
it hath reconciled his cruel executioners, 
ſhould find juſt matter to condemn us for 
our ingratitude ? John, the ſecond king of 
Portugal had made a ſecret vow never to 
refuſe anything which ſhould be aſked of him 
in the virtue of our Saviour's wounds, which 
made him give all his filver veſſels to a poor 
gentleman that had found out the word, 


And why ſhould we not give ourſelves to 
God, who both buyeth A requireth us by 
the wounds of Jeſus? 
2. Jeſus inſpireth the ſacred breath of his 

mouth upon his apoſllgs as upon ao” firſt 
I uits 
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ſtuits of chriſtianity, to repair the firſt breath 


and reſpiration of lives, which the author 
of our race did ſo miſerably loſe. If we can 
obtaina part of this, we ſhall be like wheels 
of Ezekiel's myſterious. chariot, which are 
fill'd with the ſpirit of life. That great 
divine called Matthias Vierna ſaid, I hat 
light was the Subſtance of colours; and the 


ſpirit of Jeſus is the ſame of all our virtues. 


If we live of his fleſh there is great reaſon 
we ſhould be animated by his ſpirit. Happy 
a thouſand times are they who are poſſeſſed 
with the ſpirit of Jeſus; which is to their 
ſpirit as the apple of the eye. St. Thomas 
was deprivedof this amorous communication 
by reaſon of his incredulity. He would fee 
with his eyes, and feel with his hands, that 
phich ſhould rather be comprehended by 
ith ; which is an eye bleſſedly blind, which 
knoweth all within its own bleſſedneſs, and 
is alſo at hand, which remaining on earth 
goeth to find God in heaven. 


ASPIRATIONS. 


8 REA T peace - maker of the world, who 
by the effuſion of thy precious blood, 
haſt pacified the wars of forty ages, which 


went before thy death. This word of peace 


hath coſt thee many battles, many ſweats 


4ntl labours, tg cement this agreement of 
| | heaven 
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heaven and earth, of ſenſe and reaſon, of 
God and man. Behold, thou art at this pre- 
ſent like the dove of Noah's ark; thou haſt 
eſcaped a great deluge of paſſions, and many 
torrents of dolours thrown headlong upon 
one another. Thou bringeſt us the green 
olive branch to be the mark of thy eternal 
alliances. What, ſhall my foul be fo au- 
dacious and diſordered as to talk to thee of 
war when thou ſpeakeſt to her of peace? to 
offer thee a weapon when thou offereſt the 
articles of her reconciliation ſigned with thy 
precious blood ? Oh! what earth could open 
wide enough her baſom to ſwallow me, if I 
ſhould live like alittle Abiron, with a hand 
arm'd againſt heaven, which pours out for 
me — flowers and roſes? Reign, O 
my ſweet Saviour, within all the conquered 
powers of my ſoul, and within my heart, as 
a conqueſt which thou haſt gotten by ſo 
many titles. I will ſwear upon thy wounds, 
which after they have been the monuments 
of thy fidelity, ſhall be the adored altars of 
vows and ſacrifices. Iwill promiſe there- 
upon inviolable fidelity to thy ſervice. I will 
live no more but for thee, ſince thou haſt kil- 
led my death in thy life, and makeſt my life 
gouriſh within thy triumphant reſurrection. 
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